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you, and the grace God has given you.

Yet those spiritual highs can keep
you going for a long time.

No doubt they can.  However, those
highs depend so much on our changeable
emotions. Fortunately, we have
another gift from God to sustain us in
our Christian pilgrimage.

What’s that?

Holy Communion. The Lord's Supper.
Eucharist. When we celebrate that
meal, Christ is as .present, with his
forgiveness and power, as he was in
our baptism. Again there is God's un-
merited embrace, coupled with the
Lord's own energy and challenge to
love others as he loved us. In bap-
tism, God gave us new life and a new
destiny. In the meal, God nourishes
us so we can be what we already are.

So people don’t need to be baptized
again?

No. They need to remember when
they were born again 'by water and
the Spirit" and "marked with the cross
of Christ forever." This baptizes
them into service to the world in his
name. Daily dying. Daily rising. 1In
baptism we have enough to practice our
whole life long!

For further reading

Matthew 28:18-20

John 3:5

Acts 2:38

I Corinthians 12:13

Romans 6:1-11

Galatians 3:27-28

Ephesians 4:13

Colossians 2:12

Titus 3:5°

BAPTISM by Martin E. Marty
(Fortress Press: Philadelphia,
1962), a small paperback that
places the catholic option in
the context of ecumenical
Christianity.

BAPTIZED WE LIVE by Daniel Erlander:

(Fortress Press: Philadelphia,
1981), a 30-page book on
Lutheranism as a way of life.

Credits

Author Bruee Wollenberg is the
Lutheran eampus pastor in Santa
Barbara, Calif. )

Art ig from BAPTIZED WE LIVE
by Daniel Erlander, Holden Village,
Chelan, Wash.

Campus Ministry Communications

When you get asked,

“But Are You
Born Again?”

Questions and Answers
on Baptism

It can be unsettling to have your
faith called into question by someone
who claims to have had an intense
religious experience and desires you
to have it, too. This tract is offered
to help you think through the issues
involved in considering a "second bap-
tism" and to assist you 1n responding,
in love, to those who call your bap-
tism, and, therefore, your faith, into
question.



