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NOT WALLS

Churches and walls

Many walls block peace for lsrael and Palestine: walls of
violence; of ocoupation; of political corruption and lack of will;
of ignorance, mistrust, and fear of the "other.™ Christians
beliewe both that the gospel breaks down the dividing walls of
hostility among people (Eph 2) and that God calls w to work
actively for reconciliation in the world (2 Cor 5),

Lutherans in the Holy Land carry out their ministries in the midst
of such walls a5 economic deprivation, internal dissension, and
lsraeli occupation-walls that increasingly divide and dispossess
the people, In Bethlehem Lutherans serve their community sur-
rounded by a concrete wall 30 feet tall,

stand In
the way

"Wwe, believers from three religions, have been ploced in this
land, Jews, Christions and Muslims. ft is our responsibility to find
the right way to live together in peace rather thon to fight and
kill one other. Polestinians yearn for the end to occupation and
for what they see as their inalienable rights. Isroelis long for the
day when they can live in persongl ond national secwrily
Together we must find ways of reaching these goals.

Council of Religious Institutions of the Holy Land,
“The Voice of the Holy Land, " Movember 2007







