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Draft Social Statement on Human Sexuality 

I Introduction

Invited to answer the question, “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the great-

est?” Jesus answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 

all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And 

a second is like it, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two command-

ments hang all the law and the prophets.” (Matthew 22:36-40). Christians respond to 

these commands in the confident hope that by God’s grace alone we are set free for 

lives of worship and service.

This social statement addresses the question: What does it mean for us as sexual crea-

tures to love our neighbors as ourselves and thus fulfill God’s law of love in this time and 

society? (Romans 13:9-10; Galatians 5:14; 6:14). Answer-

ing this question in a way that adequately and faithfully 

addresses the complex personal and social issues around 

human sexuality is as much a challenge today as it ever 

has been. 

The past six or seven decades have seen immense changes in every aspect of human life, 

including human sexuality.1 It is precisely in such times of change and uncertainty that 

our Lutheran heritage, grounded in Scripture, allows us to speak humbly yet boldly. At 

such times, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America especially can cherish its iden-

tity as a community of moral deliberation.2

This social statement on human sexuality responds to this church’s call for a foundational 

framework3 that will help it discern what it means faithfully to follow God’s law of love 

in the increasingly complex sphere of human sexuality. It does not offer once-and-for-all 

answers for all contemporary questions. Rather it taps the deep roots of Scripture and 

the Lutheran witness for specific Christian convictions, themes, and wisdom. It proposes 

guideposts to direct this church’s discernment as it strives to be faithful. It provides mark-
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This social statement ad-
dresses the question: What 
does it mean for us as sexual 
creatures to love our neighbors 
as ourselves and thus fulfill 
God’s law of love in this time 
and society?



ers by which individual and communal decisions can be tested under the Spirit’s guid-

ance. It seeks to describe the social realities of this age and to address them pastorally. 

Insofar as it is possible, it also seeks to speak in ways that can address both religious and 

secular discussions. 

This church recognizes that many Christians, including ecumenical partners and other 

Lutheran churches throughout the world, are deliberating matters of human sexuality. 

This social statement strives to be mindful of those relationships. It speaks from a spirit 

of humility and openness, welcoming continued dialogue and engagement with all others 

about these challenging matters.4

This social statement serves several important functions for the ELCA simultaneously. 

First, it is a teaching document. As such, Section II contains important introductory mate-

rial designed to explain how Lutherans approach ethics in the light of God’s incarnation 

and our hope in God who justifies us in Christ. Only after having discussed these funda-

mentals does the statement address the subject at hand. 

Section III describes God’s gift of sexuality in creation. 

Section IV then investigates how trust among human be-

ings forms the basis of healthy relationships, including 

sexual relationships. Finally, Section V discusses how social trust fosters healthy sexual-

ity in community life. 

This statement professes that the Triune God accepts and redeems humankind and rec-

onciles the creation in Christ. This belief grounds the affirmation that God has lovingly 

created all humans as sexual—and therefore relational—beings. Because we are sinful, 

we constantly turn away from our relationship with God and therefore from the good of 

the neighbor and society. In our daily living we are thus rightly constrained and guided by 

the wisdom of the law, which protects us and society from harm. It is only through God’s 

grace through Jesus Christ that our relationship with God is made right. 

God’s grace sets Christians free to reflect God’s abiding and unconditional love for us 

through responsible lives that seek the good of the neighbor and the world. We do this be-
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God has lovingly created all 
humans as sexual—and there-
fore relational—beings.
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lieving that God is faithful to us and that we can trust God’s sure promises. In the realm of 

human sexuality we are called not only to demonstrate this same trustworthiness in our rela-

tionships with one another, but also to strive to make this world a more trustworthy place.

Confident in the Spirit’s calling to this task, this church embarks on this vital work. This 

church turns in hope to the witness and wisdom of Scripture, to its Confessions, and to its 

heritage of theological reflection in order to: 

proclaim anew our unity in Christ that anchors our trust in the good that God  promises;

live boldly and humbly as people of hope in our relationships and in the world;

seek understanding to guide reflection and to bring comfort to people living in to-

day’s complex world; 

develop the critical insight needed to evaluate social forces that affect how human 

choices regarding sexuality are made; and

renew this church’s commitment to address society in the confidence that God is at 

work bringing redemption to the whole creation.

II  Theological and ethical foundations for 

understanding sexuality

We are all sexual creatures. The Bible makes clear that our 

sexual nature is both a blessing and a source of vulnerabil-

ity. Human history confirms this. Sexuality can be wondrous and wounding, delightful 

and destructive, satisfying and confusing. The experience of human sexuality can be all 

these things, sometimes at the same time. No matter how a person experiences it, how-

ever, sexuality is integral to what it means to be human. 

How then shall we understand the meaning and purpose of this complex blessing? How 

shall Christians understand what it means to be faithful in the sexual dimension of our 

lives so that we may learn to please God and benefit the neighbor5 in all ways? 

This section begins to address these questions by affirming God’s incarnation in the very 

midst of human life and confesses our justification for the sake of Christ, our Savior. It 

How shall Christians  
understand what it means to  
be faithful in the sexual 
dimension of our lives so that 
we may learn to please God 
and benefit the neighbor in  
all ways? 


