
Tips for selecting a child-friendly Bible

There may be a desire to choose a Bible that’s easy for children to understand; something “age
appropriate.” Many “Children’s Bibles,” however, are not the Bible. Rewrites, abbreviations and
books of stories should be used with care so as not to deprive children of experiencing the Bible.
If the goal is preparing children to read the Bible, to probe and ask questions of it, to begin a
practice that will last life long, it is important that they engage the biblical text itself.

How children make sense of the Bible changes as they grow.  It is important to minimize the
possibility that biblical understandings become fixed and rigid for children. The Bible is not a
fixed, frozen, readily exhausted read. Children will develop new images and understandings of
the Bible when earlier ones are no longer adequate and satisfying. Repeating the Presentation of
the Bible at different ages with different Bible translations can model that the Bible has both a
present and future dimension. Having children use the Bible in Sunday school, vacation Bible
school, first communion classes, confirmation, intergenerational activities, in worship and at
home helps them create new and more complex understandings. A congregational practice of
inviting children, youth and adults into lifelong reading, study and conversation will keep
everyone equal before the Bible, through which the Spirit make all things new.


