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Witness Rocks

One year, visitors to the Education and Evangelism interactive display at a large churchwide event were intrigued by our “Witness Rocks”.  We invited folks to take one to keep and one to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with someone else. The rocks look so realistic yet contain a secret treasure and can be used in a variety of ways.   We printed the Great Commission passage from the gospel of Matthew on small pieces of paper and folded them to fit inside the rocks.  Sounds impossible?  Here’s how you can do it too!
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1 c. flour

1 c. used coffee grounds

½ c. salt

¼ c. sand 

water to moisten 

acrylic, tempera paint or food coloring (optional)

In a large bowl, mix all ingredients, adding only enough water to make a soft dough.  Remove the dough and knead it on a floured surface.  Pinch off a piece of dough the size of a marshmallow or smaller.  Hide toys, surprises or printed pieces of paper in the center of the dough, and then allow rocks to dry in a warm place for 2-3 days (longer in times of high humidity).  When dry, the dough will look and feel like a rock. Later, break open the rock by hand or tap with a small hammer to reveal treasure or …save the rock for many years! 
Other suggestions for use: 

· Bury a butterfly or Alleluia on Ash Wednesday to be broken open on Easter Sunday

· Hide a scripture passage within and use as a memory work idea in Sunday school

· Having a congregational anniversary? Bury trivia and use as a gathering activity 

· Use as a heartfelt and personalized “memento” from the youth group to graduating seniors or to anyone moving away from the community
· Select personalized scripture passages for each member of the confirmation class

· Conceal the names of  secret prayer partners to be revealed at a later time

· Bury encouraging words from scripture… “Break open in time of emergency”!

· As a family devotional activity
· Ask 40 people to bury messages or scripture to surprise someone on the 40th birthday
· Use in conjunction with a “ground breaking ceremony”!

· Use in conjunction with any activity where ‘foundations’ or ‘building’ are central  to the theme
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