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Greetings from the new Leadership Team!

First, we want to introduce ourselves to you:

Terri Endres: Terri graduated from Luther Seminary in 2005 with dual
concentrations in cross cultural ministry and congregational leadership and
mission. She was consecrated in December of the same year. She is called to the
Mi nneapolis Area Synod office where
mission initiativel partnering congregations, raising dollars for the new and
renewing ministries of the Minneapolis Area Synod, working with congregations
on strategic planning. She also manages the synod assembly. Prior to being calle
to diaconal ministry Terri worked as a certified geriatric clinical specialist in
physical therapy. Currently she is completing her third continuing education
course from the Center for Nonprofit Management at the University of St Thomas
in Minneapolis. She just celebrated her 20th wedding anniversary with her
husband Chris. They have a 13 year old daughter Kelly who loves to read and

play tennis as well as take care of
family loves to spend time at their cabin in northern Minnesota and anything that
involves the outdoors. Terriodos hope |

infrastructure that has been developed to turn our focus to developing and
promoting the outward missional work of the chuttabndres@mpisynod.org

Rebecca Kolowe: Rebecca is currently serving as Diaconal Minister at Trinity
Lutheran Church in Lansdale, PA, where her responsibilities include all social
ministry-related outreach projects of the congregation, adult education, and young
adult ministry. She has a bachelor's degree from Roanoke College in Salem, VA,
and received her Master of Arts in Islamic Studies from Luther Seminary. Prior to
serving at
Trinity,
Rebecca was &
missionary in
Cameroon
through ELCA
Global Mission.
She is married
to Pierre, and ¥
they have a cat: . 0
named Pandorz (%
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L to r: Rebecca Kolowe, Joanne Otte and Terri Endres
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Mark Your Calendars!
ELCA Diaconal Ministry Community Gathering

October 11 -13, 2010

(Open to all ELCA consecrated diaconal ministers and those approved for call)

Cabrini Retreat Center
9430 Golf Road
Des Plaines lllinois 60016
Cwww.cabrinicenter.org

OCome to the We

The Gathering Planning Team is pleased to announce the location and date for our next

Diaconal Ministry Community gathering. Cabrini Retreat Center, located in Des Plaines,

Il 1 1linois (just 7 miles from O6Hare Airport), is
Heart of Jesus, founded by St. Frances Xavier Cabrini. We will be treated to private air -
conditioned, carpeted bedrooms, delicious meals, and an enclosed year -round swimming pool on
beautiful grounds for walking and reflection.

Our theme, 0Come to the Well 6 is based on our de
meeting. The devotion came from John 4: 1 -27, Jesus and the woman at the well. We have all

heard the story countless times but this time we all heard the theme of filling our cup at the

well when we gather as a community. This past gathering the comment | heard again and again

was about how we hear all the different stories we have and how they refresh us to go on with

our ministry which is all different but all the same. So come and be refreshed as we gather

together at the well, to be Jesus to each other, and to be refreshed in our very own unique

diaconal ministry.

Something new this gathering: We have chosen to gather on weekdays instead of a weekend.

Feedback from previous gatherings has suggested that many diaconal ministers are unable to

be away from their call sites on Sundays, while others indicated that being away on weekends

takes away from family time since families are not included in our gatherings. We believed it

was time to try something new and see if having our gathering during the week might allow for

more participation. We recognize that there wil
have ongoing programs (i . e. Bi shopds Theol ogi cal
decide and choose which opportunities in which to participate. We would only encourage you,

particularly if you have not been to a gathering, to consider attending and seeing for yourself

how being in community, worshipping together, and supporting one another can bring spiritual

renewal (not to mention fun).

DiacoNews welcomes all articles, essays, prayer requests, information and pictures you
would like to share regarding the diaconal community of the ELCA. Please send files (in Word,
PDF or JPG for pictures when possible) to editor Lynn Bulock at Ibulock@hotmail.com . Dead-
line for the next issue is December 15.
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What is Prayer?
Recently the ELCA page
on facebook asked people
to define prayer. One of
the answers came from
Tim Park of Emmanuel
Lutheran in Rockford, 1L

What 1 s prayer
going "Oh, ****I" and

God going "No worries!"

Me going "Wow!" and

God going "You're

welcome."

Me going "Get out. You

don't exist! Why do you
plague me???" and God

participated in the annual conference of National Voluntary Organizations Actigeng big enough to

in Disasters (VOAD).Left to right: Kati Miller-Holland, Leslie Whited, and

handle it and wise enough

Sandra BraaschAltogether, 18 Lutheran Disaster Response representatives to never take me at my
attended the conference, which gathers leaders from more than 46 national word.

voluntary agencies which serve the needs of individuals and communities
preparing for or impacted by disasters.

Me going "Lord, | swear |
will *never* do that again

Kati is Director of Church and Community Ministries of Lutheran Social Servicds you' | | j ust
of the National Capital AreaHer responsibilities include serving as the Luthergwing "Yah, right. That's

Disaster Response Coordinator for mdd@ and Vice President of the
Washington, DC VOAD.

another fine mess you've
gotten yourself into. Need

Leslie is the CEO of Lutheran Social Services of Utah and coordinates disastenand up?"
response activities for her agency's service area and is active with the Utah Me being utterly

VOAD. Leslie and her team served the host committee for this national
conference.

speechless and God going
"It's all right, | handle sign

Sandra is the Director of Disaster Preparedness and Response with Lutherdanguage and | invented
Episcopal Services in Mississippi. She also serves as Vice President of the body language."

Mississippi VOAD.Susan Franke, MDiv, DM

Me realizing the full
extent of "not my will but

*RG-V :RUN 2XU +DQGV DQ H[DPSOH IURP 6X
OR. Nativity Lutheran church recently received funds from a neighbor,
who doesn't attend the church, to triple the size of the community
garden, as well as to build an orchard which will both be used for the
food pantry. The garden and orchard are organically grown and the
garden has been adopted and tended by an otherwise homeless woman
who has moved onto the property in her small trailer.

What | love about all of this is that a woman has been given a purpose
in otherwise bleak circumstances, the earth is organically tended and
utilized for the benefit of the community instead of being

meaninglessly watered to squeeze out any possible green in this high
desert climate, and that a non -church member with the gift of financial
wealth has given an offering for the benefit of the larger community on
Nativity's behalf. Very dynamic ministry is happening in this place in

the name of Christ! Susan is a chaplain at St. Charles Medical Center.

NIDM@ bpuWlen®' NeHd GodH Q G
going "Relax. Aren't you
glad I'm Loving and
Gracious too?"

Mostly it's realizing I've
yet to find a place God is
not, and | never will, and
that | will never pray
enough or with the right
words and it doesn't
matter.
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