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‘What kind of words, actions or events cause people to be estracized from the community of Christ? How
is bringing these people back different from bringing back those who have strayed away?

- How do you feel about people who call themselves Christians but act in ways: that you believe are not
. decidedly Christian?

In your experience, what does it mean to “repent?” Discuss the role or place of Holy Communion in the
process of repentance. g

Spiritually speaking, have you ever been (or are you now) a “lost” son or daughter? What possibliities were
(are) there for coming home to the family of God?

Hayg you ever been like the elder son? Tmmmmmwmmmwaswm
‘dead.” What did the father mean? Whydoyouwpposemeomsonhadmmmmms
“resurrection,” or coming -alive again?

What does the response of the shepherd, the woman and the father teach us about God?
Retell the parable of the lost son, using women as the participants —a mother with two daughters. Change

the details of the parable as you think appropriate. Does this restructuring of the parable alter in any way your
understanding of the meaning of the parable? If so, how?

A Working Prayer | .

Talk with God about those times when you have spiritually strayed away and about those times when God
seemed to be hiding from you. Find out from your campus minister the names of students who were once
active in your campus ministry but no longer are. Is there anything you or yourswdygroup candotohelp .
these students to return to active involvement with the body of Christ?
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The Parable

Experience the parable of the widow and the judge as presented in Luke’s gospe! (18:2-5). Role play i, act
it, do it, be it, read it, hear it.

Just as a judge in the U.S. courtroom today occasionally has reason o instruct jurors to disregard
inappropriate or disallowable statements made by witnesses, so also you are asked to disregard for the time
being the opening (verse 1) and closing (verses 6-8) ramarks that surround this parable. Concentrate only
on thepmabte #tself (verses 2-5).

Who is-on center stage in this parable? Is it the wicked judge or the persistent widow? Defend yourchobe

Discuss the humor in this parable. In your opinion, does the humor support or undermine the impact of the
parable?

Inthe court system of Jesus’ time, the widow had no one else to turn to for satisfaction of her lawsuit, which
probably had to do with money owed to her. Furthermore, women had little legat status if they did not have
aman (husband, father, brother) to represent them. How do these facts add to the tension in the parable?

What did the judge mean when he said, "I don't fear God or respect man?”

The Interpretation

Let's take Jesus' interpretation of his parable first (verses 6-8). Jesus uses the wicked or unjust judge who
isthe central figure in the parable from Jesus' perspective, to convey ateaching about God. Itis acomparison
by contrast. How does this compare-and-contrast technique expand your understanding of the nature and
person of God?

In verse 1, Luke makes an editorial introduction to the parable which differs somewhat from Jesus' closing



remarks, and which shifts the focus of the parable from the judge to the widow. How does Luke understand
the meaning of this parable? How is this ditferent from Jesus® interpretation?

The two interpretations, Jesus' and Luke's, are reconcilable. If Jesus intends to convey the trustworthiness,
accessibility and mercy of God, Luke simply ascribes the means of reaching God to the practice of prayer.
What does the Mdow's persistence do for the idea of God's accessibility to human need?

The Application
What is prayer?

Have you ever felt like the widow, trying to “get through” to God? How important is itin prayer that the pray-
erbe convinoed thd his or her request is right and just'?

If God is more ready and willing to respond to human need than was the unjust judge, how crucial is
persistence in prayer?

Discuss Jesus' closing sentence: “But will the Son of Man find faith on earth when he comes?”
‘What does this parable tell us about how Jesus regarded God?
What sorts of things make it difficutt for people to put oon'plete faith and trust in God? What helps?

Luther said Christlans should be “linle Christs.” What can we learn about our dealings with others from this
parable?

How might the “personality sketch” of God in this parable influence a Christian's- response o Issues such as
nuclear war, world hunger, apartheid or poverty?

A Working Prayer

Discuss your doubts and faith fears with God. Pray about prayer. Consider organizing and sponsoring an
ecumenical forum on our community's response to people with AIDS, intemationat-ecological crises or mili-
tarism under the theme, “| am the Lord your God; you shall have no other gods Qefore me" or “We should
tear, love and trust in God above all things.”
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Session 6:
Parable, Parable, Who’s Got A Parable?

®  instructions
. Write a parable. Share it with your study group.



