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TWO CENTERS
COMMON AIMS AND TASKS

500 years ago, Martin Luther sent a
reforming impulse throughout the world that
lead to the theological and spiritual
transformation of the church. As
educational Centers, our goal is to bring
international guests in contact with the
history of Reformation and other Christians
and, thereby invite them to consider the
impact of the Reformation on life today.
Our efforts include many forms of
cooperation with the churches in
Wittenberg.

Our guests are primarily Christians from all
over the world who not only want to visit
the historical sites, but want to make
connections with  their own experiences
and spiritual practices. As we help
‘pilgrims’  encounter history and one
another, and as we encourage ecumenical
cooperation, our Centers can become signs
of hope that can affect the future shape and
development of the Church.

In preparation for 2017, the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation, Luther’s
Town Wittenberg is again a place that
encourages Christians to consider how they
can incorporate their values into public life.

Such impulses are important if we are to
change the world so that social injustice,
and crises of wars, hunger, violence, and
oppression can be overcome.

ELCA Wittenberg Center e.V.

The ELCA Wittenberg Center e.V. was
established in May 1999. It offers programs
primarily for congregations, students and
church leaders from the USA and other
English-speaking countries, who want not
only to visit the original places where the
Reformation took place, but also want to
pursue answers to life’'s bigger questions.
This is made possible through contact with
Wittenberg residents, worship services, and
lectures that deal with historic topics as well
as with the more recent history of the
German church.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA) was established in 1988,
uniting three separate Lutheran church
bodies. Its roots trace back through the mid-
1600’s, when Lutherans came over from
Europe and settled initially in the eastern
part of the USA. The ELCA has about 4.7
million members, who are organized in
roughly 10, 000 congregations in the USA,
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands.

The ELCA provides faith-affiliated
education at 28 colleges and universities.
185 pastors work in campus ministry at
many public colleges and universities.
Pastors and other church leaders are
educated in eight theologicakminaries of
the ELCA.

The LWF Center Wittenberg

Mindful of the Luther Decade, the Lutheran
World Federation (LWF) decided to found a
center in Lutherstadt Wittenberg that would host
its member churches throughout the Decade.
International conferences on Lutheran theology,
groups of visitors that include theologians and
laypeople, educational trips to the original
places of the Reformation, and the realization of
the Luther Garden - will contribute to deepening
the understanding of the church community in
the LWF and to strengthening Lutheran identity.

The Luther Garden, as a living and interactive
memorial, will become a symbol for the
worldwide impact of the Reformation. Churches
from all over the world are each invited to plant
one tree in Wittenberg and one tree at a place
central to its church life in their home region. In
this way, a worldwide network of the
ecumenical community will be established. The
Christian churches give a sign of fellowship and
reconciliation for the town, the region, the
country, and, finally, for the whole world.

TheLutheran World Federation (LWF) is a
communion of Lutheran churches worldwide. It
was established in 1947 in Lund (Sweden). The
LWF now has 140 member churches in 79
countries all over the world representing

68.3 million Christians.

The LWF acts on behalf of its member churches
in areas of common interest such as ecumenical
and interfaith relations, theology, humanitarian
assistance, human rights, communication, and
the various aspects of mission and development
work.



