THE RACE: A Simplicity Musical

Reading

Avoiding common errors 

Somewhere in your distant past you may have met a Prophetic Warning that wagged its gnarly finger in your direction and said, “Sonny, beware the Frumptious 
Bagwog!” Or something like it, perhaps?  Warnings are helpful when it comes to helping others seek lifestyle change.
Here are some common errors that the Prophetic Warner might have been telling you to avoid; they flow from what you may already know or what others know as well.  

1. Don’t count on information-sharing or rhetoric. They don’t change forebrains all that much, nor do they get at the emotional decision-making functions of the rest of the brain.
2. Avoid the presumption that the whole congregation will get involved in the effort to change lifestyles. Most folks will have deep difficulty in admitting that lifestyle change might be one way in which God’s grace shows up tangibly in their lives. Find a few folks who understand Dave (or Lily) in the musical. Share your vision and begin there.
3. Don’t make lifestyle education merely into a kind of post-Yoga self-help class. These matters are deeply spiritual! Materialistic and hurried lifestyles suck out of God’s people the time and attention that they need to stay connected to the Savior they claim to follow. 

4. Resist the temptation to start or plan big. Start small, then trust this emphasis to develop like the early church spread. Good news travels quickly among people who yearn for manageable, purposeful lives.
5. Don’t start with the problems you want to solve. Think instead of all the capabilities that exist in your congregation in order for this emphasis to begin and grow. Build your planning on the assets–the useful gifts--around you.
6. Stay away from anger, arrogance or animosity. You’re inviting people into something good, not using lifestyle education as a way to secretly punish imagined miscreants for their shortcomings.  

When you make your own blunders, trust God’s forgiveness and the abundant gifts of the Holy Spirit to help you move forward.

And of course, always learn from your misteaks.

