THE RACE: A Simplicity Musical

Sermon starter

Having food and clothing

A sermon starter in a time of great need

Luke 12:22-34

Use these thoughts and your text study to construct a sermon related to lifestyle during a time of crisis or important decision-making. 

It’s inevitable–because none of us in God–that some great need will come upon us all. A calamity or tragedy or condition that threatens our wellbeing or existence, an ominous trend that becomes visible or a great and compelling sadness that grips the souls of people–all of these may be matters that seem to require worrisome activity.

According to Luke, though, God’s people think and behave differently. With “death” defeated, God’s providence already a proven promise and Christ’s example cemented into their identities, Christians look at calamity and think differently. The key:  They can put God’s work first. They can give away their lives. They can let fear slide on by. They can trust God more than they trust themselves.

Another tack: What, really, is the end result of fretful, stressful living except more fear and more worry? And what good is a brain that becomes a garden for fear and anxiety? Brain scientists now know the answer to that question: None, because a stressed brain is not helpful except to fight, free or freeze.  (Look at the spoken and sung thoughts of Dave, the hero in THE RACE: A Simplicity Musical, to see the mind of someone stressed beyond his capability to handle work, family, life goals and genuine happiness.)

So God’s people face times of great need in search of the transcendence that only God’s Spirit can afford, moving past self-pity and stress towards the larger goals God has in mind for the world. By their example, they draw others towards God’s saving presence. By their courage and conviction they turn great need into great opportunity.

Children’s sermon idea:

Engage children in a set of questions about the value of worry. The questions might look like this, depending on the children’s age:

· What do you worry about, if anything?

· What does worry feel like inside your mind?

· Do you think birds worry? (How do you know?)

· What good does it do to worry?

· What do you think Jesus thought about worry?

At that point you move to a retelling of the Bible passage, emphasizing Jesus’ nature-based reasoning. Close with a prayer for courage and faith in times of great need.

