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effort in India.

Saleha Bibi and her husband are
farmers in the village of Dharamsala
in India. They are parents of five
children. Saleha, like other women
in her community, was not allowed
to take part in gatherings or any
decision-making processes with men.

The Lutheran World Federation (LWF)
came into the village to begin education
on disaster preparedness. Saleha and
other women were invited into the
conversations. “We had depended on
external relief assistance after floods,”
said Saleha. “We had no concept of
preparedness.”

Saleha is now the secretary of the
disaster management committee in the
village. She learned basic concepts of

preparedness and also learned about
personal health and hygiene. “Open-
air defecation was common and too
near our tubewell which is our only
source of drinking water. We now
know that waterborne diseases and
infections were rampant.”

“Thanks to IWE our capacities have
increased. We now think in terms

of how to reduce the impact of future
disasters. We know flooding will
occur but we can take action for

a better future.”

Thanks to the IWF and your support
through the ELCA World Hunger
Appeal you have made a difference
in Saleha’s daily life.
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