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“But let justice roll down like waters, 
and righteousness like an  

everflowing stream.” 
 

In Ethiopia today, Ahmed’s family irrigates their 
crops with water conserved during the rainy season, 
eliminating their need to travel widely in search of 
available water.  With more stability, Ahmed’s family 
can access health care, his children go to school, 
and his family participates in community education 
regarding women’s rights and HIV/AIDS prevention.   
Their lives are forever changed…and it started  
with water.

Just as water is foundational for life, life-giving water efforts are 
foundational to ELCA World Hunger.  Your gifts to the ELCA 
World Hunger Appeal help justice flow: strengthening families 
and communities, encouraging environmental sustainability, and 
providing hope for the future.  Clean water becomes a trout farm, 
safety in a refugee camp, or heightened knowledge about malaria 
prevention.  Your gifts change lives…and it begins with water.

Through your prayers and gifts, your action and advocacy, you make 
real God’s righteousness in our world, promising hope and justice 
for people struggling to survive amid hunger and poverty.  Thanks be 
to God for this wellspring of compassion and care!

Kathryn Sime, director
ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal
www.elca.org/hunger

WATER & JUSTICE
REPRODUCIBLE STORIES

 

“But let justice roll down like waters,  
and righteousness like an everflowing stream.”       

This text will be part of the readings on Sunday, November 9, 2008.  
Share the justice and water-related stories offered here throughout the 
church year to highlight the life-saving efforts made possible by our gifts 
to the ELCA World Hunger Appeal and ELCA Disaster Response.

Find these and other reproducible stories online at  
www.elca.org/hunger/stories  To view “Let justice roll down like 
waters,” a four-minute narrated slide show about a water project in Peru, 
visit www.elca.org/hunger/basics 

Gift suggestions 
from the ELCA 
GOOD GIFTS catalog 
for dads, grads, 
couples who have 
“everything,” and 
others celebrating 
most anything…

Call 800/638-3522 to request a free copy of the 
ELCA Good Gifts catalog. Visit www.elca.org/giving 
to view the catalog online.

ELCA GOOD GIFTS TO COMBAT HUNGER—
agriculture, women and children, training and 
education, health care, hunger at home, water, God’s 
Global Barnyard, and Stand With Africa—represent 
the integrated and sustainable efforts funded by the 
ELCA World Hunger Appeal.  These gift donations 
are used where needed most to make a life-saving 
difference around the world and close to home. 
Learn more at www.elca.org/hunger

$10 covers the cost of 
a mosquito net 

$30 brings home the 
bacon with a pig 
to raise

$50 spells out hope 
with adult literacy 
training

$75 gives enterprise 
a chance with a 
micro-credit loan

$110 cooks up 40 
meals

$200 plants a 
community 
vegetable garden

$600 helps a child 
stand up to 
poverty

$7,000 lets irrigation  
waters flow



Being a delta country, Bangladesh has a lot of 
water. But with this comes many hazards. 

Rains upriver bring floods. Cyclones 
rush in from the ocean, bringing 
more floods. And even with all this, 
clean drinking water is not readily 
available.

Cyclone Sidr in November 2007 was 
especially bad, affecting parts of the 
country normally safe from storms. 
Chandani Bagun from Madaripur was 
shocked when it struck. “There is only 
one word to describe Sidr … massive,” 

she says. 

An estimated 70 percent of the population 
in the rural areas around Madaripur 
lost their homes in the cyclone. Rice, 

vegetables, and the seeds for the next season were destroyed, complicating future 
food security and compounding relief needs.

Chandani found safety at a friend’s house during the storm. Fortunately, she lives in 
a community where neighbors help one another. She says that her neighbors have 
supported her after the cyclone, sharing money, food, and clothing with her. 

Your gifts to ELCA International Disaster Response, directed through ELCA 
companion Lutheran Health Care Bangladesh (LHCB), provided emergency relief 
following Cyclone Sidr. Bags of rice, beans, salt and cooking oil were distributed to 
families in Madaripur.

Chandani was one of those receiving the food assistance. For her, “neighbors helping 
one another” includes members of the ELCA, who, through ELCA International 
Disaster Response, helped her survive Cyclone Sidr.
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Donna needed food assistance.  
“Things were hard for me,” she said.  
Because of a heart condition, Donna  
must maintain an extra-healthy diet,  
a diet not easily supported by the usual 
non-perishable food distributed at her  
local food pantry.

In her community of New Bedford, 
Massachusetts, Donna discovered the 
“Sharing the Harvest” program.   
Sharing the Harvest is a community  
farm project that grows fresh vegetables  
and distributes them to local food 
pantries.  Run by the local 
YMCA, Sharing the Harvest is a 
recipient of an ELCA domestic 
hunger grant; grants are made 
possible by your gifts to the 
ELCA World Hunger Appeal.

“It was so difficult to find 
vegetables elsewhere, so this 
farm has been wonderful,” 
Donna said.  Much of the farm labor is 
provided by volunteers, including Donna, 
who appreciate not only the opportunity 
to add healthy vegetables to their diets 
but also a chance to give back.  “They’re 
doing so much to help me,” Donna said,  

“I figured I could help someone  
else, too.”

The program is also geared toward 
educating volunteers and recipients  
of the produce about nutrition, 
agriculture, and the importance of  

how food is produced.  As a 
result, Donna has become 
increasingly aware that 
vegetables are essential for 
keeping her heart functioning 
properly, as well as for 
maintaining her overall health.  
“So many people don’t have 
the ability to buy produce at the 

grocery store,” she said.  “When you 
receive food at a pantry, you don’t have 
the luxury.  I’m so happy to know that I 
can have a well-balanced meal now.”

Learn more about ELCA  
domestic hunger grants at  
www.elca.org/domestichunger
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Flooding in late summer 
2007 caused quite a mess 
in several Midwestern 
states, including 
portions of southeastern 
Minnesota.  Dozens of 
homeowners of Rushford, 
Winona, and other nearby 
communities suddenly 
found themselves knee 
deep in mud and muck.  
Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) 
volunteers are there, helping with 
clean-up, rebuilding, and recovery.

One weekend in mid-January, a 
group of 62 LDR volunteers from 
around Minnesota, and as far as 
Michigan, braved temperatures 
around 15 degrees below zero 
to install new walls and windows 
in a flooded home.  Because of 
the extreme temperatures, the 
compressed air for the nail guns was 
too cold, which meant resorting to 
the old-fashioned way—swinging 

hammers.  The volunteers were so 
successful on Saturday that they 
readily returned on Sunday to  
finish.  The interior walls were 
completely framed.

Through your generous gifts to 
ELCA Domestic Disaster Response, 
LDR and its affiliates aid in the 
recovery of disaster survivors in the 
United States and the Caribbean. 
Learn about current ELCA Disaster 
Response efforts and LDR  
volunteer opportunities at  
www.elca.org/disaster and  
www.ldr.org 
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When the eye of Hurricane 
Katrina came ashore within 
miles of her neighborhood,  
Ms. Bradley was left without  
a home.  Two years later,  
thanks to the work of  
dedicated volunteers, Ms. 
Bradley is home once again.

Through a collaborative 
project of Lutheran Disaster Response 
and Mennonite Disaster Services, 
18 homeowners like Ms. Bradley 
returned home in the spring of 2008. 
Two brothers, Charles and Willie, are 
working as the construction supervisors 
for Camp Coast Care, a volunteer 
site affiliated with Lutheran Episcopal 
Services.  For them, rebuilding Ms. 
Bradley’s home was particularly 
meaningful.  Ms. Bradley, who worked for 
years in the public schools in southern 
Mississippi, taught both brothers as 
boys.  At a blessing of her newly rebuilt 
home, Ms. Bradley said that “what 

makes it so great is that so many people 
that you have never seen before come to 
help you out.”

Generous gifts to ELCA Domestic 
Disaster Response designated for 
2005 Gulf Coast hurricanes are 
helping fund a multi-year response 
along the Gulf Coast, including the 
recruiting, coordinating, and equipping 
of volunteers. In the first years of the 
response, more than 36,000 of our 
volunteers gave 1.6 million hours 
repairing and rebuilding more than 
10,000 homes. To learn more,  
visit www.elca.org/disaster  
and www.ldr.org
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“Water is the lifeblood of the earth.”  
Roadside signs in Nicaragua 
remind citizens of the importance 
of taking good care of rivers and 
streams.  This can be a challenge, 
because coffee is the lifeblood of 
the rural economy, and the “wet 
milling” process that must be done 
before coffee beans can be brought 
to market often uses vast amounts 
of water and adds pollutants to rivers 
and streams.

Fortunately, hundreds of Fair Trade 
coffee farmers in Nicaragua—
organized and assisted by 
Lutheran World Relief, an ELCA 
World Hunger partner—are 
building mills that save water 
and reduce pollution.  The mills 
save 600 liters of water with each 
use. They are built by farmers 
who previously had to travel long 
distances or pay fees to mill their 
coffee beans at facilities owned 
by others.

The farmers behind Fair Trade coffee 
work hard to protect the environment 
and pass along the ethic of care for 
creation to the next generation.  

Your gifts to the ELCA World 
Hunger Appeal directed through 
Lutheran World Relief help 
bring more families into the  
Fair Trade movement and 
support sustainable and  
eco-friendly projects like the 
coffee mills.  Learn more at 
www.elca.org/hunger and  
www.lwr.org/coffee
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For Julia Huaman Díaz, a farmer in Paccha, Peru,  
a typical day in the dry season no longer 

includes walking more than four hours a 
 day to get water for her crops, her cows, 

and her family. 

   Julia and her neighbors can now 
water their crops with an innovative 
gravity-flow irrigation system that 
brings water right to their fields.  
More than 300 families in 11 
villages are benefiting from the 
project. Your gifts to the ELCA 

World Hunger Appeal help fund this project of Lutheran World Relief and its local 
partner, Agriculture and Livestock Development Team of Cajamarca (EDAC). 

“We already eat better since we can water in the dry season,” Julia says. “Now I 
will also have more time to take care of my household, the animals, and the crops 
since I won’t have to walk long distances to bring home water.  Now,” she says 
with a smile, “I will have some time to rest!”

Your gifts to the ELCA World Hunger Appeal help fund 
comprehensive programs that use multiple strategies—relief, 
development, education, and advocacy—to combat hunger and 
its root causes. Because of long-held connections to trusted 
partners, these programs are efficient and effective. ELCA 
World Hunger efforts respond to Christ’s call to “Go and do 
likewise” (Luke 10:37), serving with compassion neighbors in 
need around the world and close to home.  Learn more at  
www.elca.org/hunger
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Mindanao, in the southern 
Philippines, has suffered from armed 
conflict between rebel groups and 
government forces for more than  
35 years. 

Sarodin Kakim grew weary of the 
fighting and made a conscious choice 
to live a life of peace instead. Your 
gifts to the ELCA World Hunger 
Appeal, directed through partner 
Lutheran World Relief, helped 
Sarodin, a former combatant, lay  
down his weapons and become an 
organic farmer.

Sarodin proudly displays  
his organic corn alongside 
peppers, eggplant, lemongrass, 
string beans, and squash.  
His successful farm has earned 
him a national farming award 
and allows him to provide for  
his family. 

“My income is now double,” 
he said. “Since our basic needs are 
addressed, peace and order are  
slowly achieved.” 

Your gifts to the ELCA World Hunger 
Appeal help fund comprehensive 
programs that use multiple strategies—

relief, development, education, 
and advocacy—to combat hunger 
and its root causes. Because of 
long-held connections to trusted 
partners, these programs are 
efficient and effective. ELCA 
World Hunger efforts respond 
to Christ’s call to “Go and do 
likewise” (Luke 10:37), serving 

with compassion people who are  
most in need. Learn more at  
www.elca.org/hunger
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For more than 40 years, Sudan has 
been embroiled in civil conflict that 
has wrecked its infrastructure and 
fostered a culture of violence and 
retribution.  Most parts of Sudan are 
not yet safe enough for its half-million 
refugees to be resettled.  Thousands 
of Sudanese have taken refuge at 
the Kakuma Refugee Camp in Kenya, 
a camp operated by the Lutheran 
World Federation. To break the cycle of 
violence and build peace, LWF programs at 
the camp are helping Sudanese gain new  
skills  and understandings.

To practice democracy, residents 
of the LWF-operated Kakuma 
Refugee Camp in Kenya are 
organized into communities. 
Each community has elected a 
mayor and established councils 
that oversee the daily markets. 

Residents also are involved  
in water planning and 
management. About 35 percent of the 
participants in water committees are 
women—a remarkable accomplishment 
for a traditional society that has not valued 
women’s participation and education. 

Before arriving at the Kakuma Camp, many 
women were not aware that girls were even 

allowed to go to school. At Kakuma, about 
5,500 girls and women are in primary and 
secondary school for the first time. 

Youth, many of whom have spent most 
of their lives living at Kakuma 
Refugee Camp, are involved in 
LWF-sponsored athletic programs. 
These programs are more than fun 
and games; they give youth ways 
to socialize across groups, combat 
boredom, practice leadership, and 
use established rules to resolve 
disputes. 

Your gifts to the ELCA World Hunger 
Appeal, directed through partners,  
fund a comprehensive program using 
multiple strategies—relief, development, 
education, and advocacy—to combat 
hunger and its root causes. Learn more  
at www.elca.org/hunger
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“I love the new water closet.  Now we can wash 
our hands,” says Duong Thanh Hoai of Phuc Thuan 
primary school.  The primary school in Phuc Thuan, a 
village in Northern Vietnam, is part of the Community 
Water and Education Project set up by Church World 
Service Vietnam. The project aims to increase access 
to clean water and improve health and sanitation 
conditions.  

The primary school of Phuc Thuan would  
often flood during the rainy season because of poor 
infrastructure, creating health hazards for the students.  Recently renovated as 
a result of the project, the school now provides a safe and child-friendly learning 
environment, complete with new latrines and running water.  In September, 
the community celebrated the new water filtration system, holding games and 
activities at the school to educate students on health and hygiene.

Your gifts to the ELCA World Hunger Appeal, directed through ELCA Global 
Mission, help support the Community Water and Education Project in Vietnam. 
The improvements have increased enrollment; more parents are sending their 
children to the clean and safe school.  The water system at the new primary 
school can also be connected to hosing to bring clean water into 50 local 
households.  

Your gifts to the ELCA World Hunger Appeal help fund  
comprehensive programs that use multiple strategies— 
relief, development, education, and advocacy—to combat hunger 
and its root causes. Because of long-held connections to trusted 
partners, these programs are efficient and effective. ELCA World 
Hunger efforts respond to Christ’s call to “Go and do likewise”  
(Luke 10:37), serving with compassion people who are most in need. 
Learn more at www.elca.org/hunger
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to clean water and improve health and sanitation 
conditions.  

The primary school of Phuc Thuan would  
often flood during the rainy season because of poor 
infrastructure, creating health hazards for the students.  Recently renovated as 
a result of the project, the school now provides a safe and child-friendly learning 
environment, complete with new latrines and running water.  In September, 
the community celebrated the new water filtration system, holding games and 
activities at the school to educate students on health and hygiene.

Your gifts to the ELCA World Hunger Appeal, directed through ELCA Global 
Mission, help support the Community Water and Education Project in Vietnam. 
The improvements have increased enrollment; more parents are sending their 
children to the clean and safe school.  The water system at the new primary 
school can also be connected to hosing to bring clean water into 50 local 
households.  

Your gifts to the ELCA World Hunger Appeal help fund  
comprehensive programs that use multiple strategies— 
relief, development, education, and advocacy—to combat hunger 
and its root causes. Because of long-held connections to trusted 
partners, these programs are efficient and effective. ELCA World 
Hunger efforts respond to Christ’s call to “Go and do likewise”  
(Luke 10:37), serving with compassion people who are most in need. 
Learn more at www.elca.org/hunger
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I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D i s a s t e r  R e s p o n s e I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D i s a s t e r  R e s p o n s e 

For George William Odeke,  
the heavy rains of July 2007 
that hit eastern Uganda spell 
disaster. “I don’t know what  
will happen next year because 
the food is just finished. If the 
rain continues, we will undoubtedly need 
food relief,” he said. Since crops were 
submerged under water most families 
survived by eating the previous season’s 
stored harvest.

George shared how his community was 
first displaced by multiple armed groups 
and then by these floods. “Next we will 
be displaced by a famine,” he added.

The families of George’s village of 
Adurukoi are planning and preparing to 
overcome their circumstances and avoid 
disaster. “If we have food relief during 
this crisis, we can survive. We need 
seeds and better tools so that we can 

replant our crops in the future,”  
said Adurukoi head councilperson 
Stanslus Otwor.

The Lutheran World Federation, with 
assistance from ELCA International 
Disaster Response, responded to this 
disaster in Uganda. Food distribution 
and agricultural assistance programs 
were set in place. The LWF also worked 
to provide shelter assistance to those 
whose homes were damaged or 
destroyed. 

Learn more about ELCA  
International Disaster Response  
at www.elca.org/disaster   
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Gift suggestions 
from the ELCA 
GOOD GIFTS catalog 
for dads, grads, 
couples who have 
“everything,” and 
others celebrating 
most anything…
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Call 800/638-3522 to request a free copy of the 
ELCA Good Gifts catalog. Visit www.elca.org/giving 
to view the catalog online.

ELCA GOOD GIFTS TO COMBAT HUNGER—
agriculture, women and children, training and 
education, health care, hunger at home, water, God’s 
Global Barnyard, and Stand With Africa—represent 
the integrated and sustainable efforts funded by the 
ELCA World Hunger Appeal.  These gift donations 
are used where needed most to make a life-saving 
difference around the world and close to home. 
Learn more at www.elca.org/hunger
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$10 covers the cost of 
a mosquito net 

$30 brings home the 
bacon with a pig 
to raise

$50 spells out hope 
with adult literacy 
training

$75 gives enterprise 
a chance with a 
micro-credit loan

$110 cooks up 40 
meals

$200 plants a 
community 
vegetable garden

$600 helps a child 
stand up to 
poverty

$7,000 lets irrigation  
waters flow
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