A promising future wrapped in the
gift of education — (India) EI-CA

Shibani Das lives in an illegal squatter
settlement in Rajdanga, India. She is the
single mother of a six-year-old daughter,
Rajashri. Shibani, who works as domestic
help, is illiterate, but she is very clear that
her daughter will be educated. “I want my
daughter to be educated and be able to look after herself. |
will support her education as long as she wants to study. She
can do whatever she wants with her life.” These are brave
words from a woman who lives in a community where child
marriage was rampant until the Lutheran World Federation
India (LWSI) program intervened in 2003.

Understanding that education was a key to the future for
children in the village, the LWSI set up pre-primary education
programs and trained members of the community to be
program teachers. During the pre-primary classes, the
children learn the alphabet and numbers, and enjoy drawing,
singing, and playing together. The women of Rajdanga feel
that the Pre-Primary Centers run by the LWF are a blessing,
believing that “our children would never be admitted to the
government schools without the pre-primary education.”

Your gifts to the ELCA World Hunger Appeal, through our
partner the Lutheran World Federation, help fund this
development program, making a world of difference for the
children and community of Rajdanga. Thank you.
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