A sincere
“thank you”
from neighbors in Niger
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About 80 percent of Niger’s
people depend on farming for a
living. Drought and erosion,
however, have drastically cut production. Lack of training
and technology for farmers and the spread of HIV/AIDS
worsen the situation. Most of Niger’s population live in
extreme poverty. Many must go to cities to find work to feed
their families.

Your donations to ELCA World Hunger Stand With Africa
(SWA), through partner Lutheran World Relief, help fund
development efforts in Niger. The target is to increase the
production of nutritious food for more than 5,000 households
and provide much-needed HIV/AIDS education to help
decrease regional infection rates.

Thanks to the project, grain banks have been rebuilt and
restocked, and three wells have been dug. Several market
gardens have been set up, and caretakers have been given
gardening tools. There have been knowledge-exchanging
trips and agricultural training.

“I would like to sincerely thank you,” said Mr. Tounao
Salao, mayor of the rural community of Korahane. “The
children’s and mothers’ health has improved. Women are
increasingly emancipated and participating in decision
making. Our incomes are improving, which has allowed us to
eat good foods and build houses which can protect us from
the wind and rain.”
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