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Laurentine’s
seeds of hope

When Laurentine Ounane’s husband passed
away, she became the sole wage earner

in her family. As a seed farmer in Burkina
Faso, her income was largely dependent

on a short rainy season, leaving her with
little income the rest of the year to support
her family. Providing food and other basic
necessities for her young children was
difficult.

In Burkina Faso, your gifts to the ELCA
World Hunger Appeal are implemented
through Lutheran World Relief (LWR) and
its local partner Venegre. Laurentine is
a member of Venegre, a cooperative of seed producers. With better tools, storage,
and training on how to market their product, farmers like Laurentine are realizing
significant increases in profits, providing much-needed income to support their
families.

“In this region it’s not possible to find an activity this good,” says Laurentine, “that
will pay you so well for three months of labor.” Laurentine and the other members of
Venegre are able to send their children to school, buy food and other needed items,
and survive the dry season.
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