An Urgent Promise: Providing Funding and Nutrition to America’s Hungry Children

Scripture tells us that the world was created in abundance – so that all may flourish, and all may be cared for.  But as we prepare to send our children back to school in the fall, too many deprived of that abundance will be denied the opportunity to flourish.  For many low-income children faced with hunger, the school day can be a struggle; trying to pay attention and keep up in class can seem impossible to children fighting the glassed-over eyes and lethargy that accompany unfilled bellies.  Studies show that improper nutrition significantly affects a child’s behavior, school performance, and overall cognitive development.  Unhealthy and insufficient food contributes to improper nourishment and various health problems for children, including obesity. All of this means that low-income kids fall further behind their higher-income peers in school.  But this does not have to be the case.

Communities of faith have a long history of working to fight hunger – feeding the hungry through food pantries, soup kitchens, and community outreach programs. But we need the partnership of other sectors. The Summer Food Service Program and the National School Lunch Program, the two federal programs designed to feed children throughout the year, are incredibly successful when made available. In sites where children’s meals are reimbursed by the federal government, kids practice their reading after receiving a nutritious breakfast; constructive play is followed by a healthy lunch. It is essential we strengthen these programs and make sure they reach all the kids who need them. 

According to [local expert or religious community leader], due to the most recent recession, funding these programs is needed more than ever.  Communities around the country, including __________, are finding that the resources are more limited.  [This would be a good place to provide 3 or 4 lines with what your local community is doing to help bring attention to or ease the pain of hungry children throughout the school year.]
Congress is ready to act to reauthorize these important child nutrition programs when it returns to Washington in September. Our Senators _______ and Representative _______ should use their power to improve access, meal quality, and nutrition for millions of children, particularly those in low-income communities. It is our belief that a well-balanced feeding and nutrition program can make a significant difference in a child’s life—improving their health, education, sense of security, and in the end, their future. 
The ______ community urges Congress to support a robustly funded Child Nutrition Reauthorization Bill. In addition, we ask that you remove barriers to access and participation for underserved children and communities. We are called by our faith to feed the hungry and care for our little ones. Supporting these programs is one important way we can answer that call.

