Sample Letter
Date

Your Address

Dear Senator X: 

I am writing as your constituent and a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to urge your co-sponsorship of S. 891, the Congo Conflict Minerals Act of 2009. I am deeply committed to the well-being of all of God’s people in the world and therefore very concerned about the ongoing conflict in the eastern region of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). 

The war in the DRC is now the deadliest since World War II. It is estimated that more than 5.4 million have died from violence and disease since 1998. Women and girls continue to experience extreme sexual violence and routine rape by all armed actors in the region. More than a million are displaced from their homes in the region, dependant on international aid for food and clean water. 
I have recently learned about how the “conflict minerals” of cassiterite, columbite-tantalite and wolframite are a driving force of the ongoing conflict. As you may know, when these minerals are processed they create the metals that are used in the electronic devices we rely on daily – cell phones, video recorders and computers. It is time that the U.S. Government works to shine a light on the supply chain of these minerals that are extracted from the DRC. I urge you to co-sponsor S.891, which was introduced by Senators Feingold (D-WI), Durbin (D-IL) and Brownback (R-KS) in April, 2009. This legislation will require individual or corporations involved with the mining or use of the “conflict minerals” from the DRC to make an annual disclosure to the Securities and Exchange Commission. This will help the international community identify where the conflict minerals are being mined while encouraging electronic companies to ensure that their products are free of conflict metals. 
Also, please continue to communicate to the State Department your concerns about the conflict in the DRC. Ongoing diplomatic engagement is necessary to find a lasting and sustainable resolution to the conflict. 

Thank you for your service and I look forward to your response. 

Sincerely, 

XXX 

