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Owe no one anything, except to love one another; 

for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.

Romans 13:8  NRSV
Among all of the relationships addressed in the Bible, concern and care for the “neighbor” or “other” receives considerable attention. In the Ten Commandments the first four commandments pertain to our relationship with God, but the final six all address how we should live with one another. The challenge we face today is the ever-expanding concept of “neighbor” in an increasingly globalized world. In many ways, we have not developed the ethical or moral resources to match either our technology or new interconnectedness. No greater example exists today than the climate crisis. Despite the best efforts of experts and the facilitation of the United Nations (UN), progress has stalled toward finding a way forward on climate change.  Debates over science and concerns about economics have blurred what should be a clear mandate for action—the changing climate is affecting people and communities around the world, particularly those who live closest to the land, many of whom struggle with poverty and hunger. The problem is one of political will and the need for a new ethic that expands our notion of responsibility to our global neighbor. 
As we wrestle with this responsibility in the context of climate change, we ask ourselves “what must we do? “ As people of faith, we have an obligation to care for others, particularly the vulnerable and the weak among us. Carbon emissions resulting from industrialization, particularly in the US, are largely the cause of the climate crisis, yet industrialization also has provided countries with considerable wealth and faster development. Do we deny our neighbors the opportunity to build better lives? Or is there another way forward? 
As Christians, we hear a moral and faithful call to aid our neighbors around the world who are suffering.  As a major economic power, and the largest historic emitter of carbon dioxide and other climate change emissions, we have a particular responsibility to those neighbors. Some in the Global South refer to the responsibility of developed countries to developing nations as “climate debt”; they assert that northern developed economies owe a “debt” for the years they developed and polluted during industrialization to the countries whose economies are only beginning to grow, and who have contributed little to climate change emissions. Few deny the connection between industry, development, and wealth, yet there is considerable debate over the extent to which developed countries “owe” a debt back to the international community for such emissions. The U.S. chief negotiator in Copenhagen, Todd Stern, recently rejected the notion of “debt or reparations or anything of the like…” owed to the developing world.  For the U.S. and other major emitters, they are focused on looking forward and seek a pass on the harm that has been in the past. Not surprisingly, given this rhetoric, finding an equitable agreement on climate change has thus far eluded negotiators.  
In addition, there is an emerging challenge that the UN and the faith community (among others) are facing. The faith community is dedicated to meeting the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) which have been put together to identify the key components necessary to pull families, communities and countries out of poverty. The success of the MDGs is centered on basic development, which will ensure access to water, food, electricity, and many of the basic necessities of life. And yet, historical development has depended largely on fossil fuels and energy in order to provide these basic necessities to those living in rural communities and low- income communities. But that kind of development is not sustainable and will only further the long-term impacts of climate change. 
Throughout the Bible we see examples of clearing debt and reconciling relationships as the first step to moving forward.
  But perhaps the notion of “debt” has no place in this debate, and we should rather focus on a more basic consideration - how to be good neighbors in the global community.  “Neighborliness” in the Bible calls us to go beyond legal obligations and points us toward relating to one another as God’s children.  The global order to which our faith orients us is not bound by political lines but is rather characterized by love, justice, generosity, and freedom- freedom that is not from responsibility to one another, but freedom to be truly for one another.
  
A Prayer for the Journey
Holy God, giver and Creator of all,

Help us learn how to truly be for others in all we do

Just as you are always for and with us.

Grant us grace to live as global neighbors in love and generosity 

Give us vision to live beyond ourselves to lead lives of sustainability and simplicity
Help us see our common destiny in you
Amen
 

� Matthew 5:23-24 “So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there before the alter and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift.”


� Galatians 5:13 “For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and sisters.  But don’t use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature.  Instead, use your freedom to serve one another in love.”  





