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Stand at the crossroads, and look, and ask for the ancient paths, where the good way lies; and walk in it,        and find rest for your souls.   
 Jeremiah 6:16
“Are we headed in the right direction?”  Pollsters often ask this question. Given the recent economic crisis, the fact that a majority of US respondents answer “no” is hardly a surprise. Rising unemployment and rising income disparity – not to mention rising global temperatures and rising seas – have lowered confidence in an economic system that elevates profit above the needs of individuals, communities and God’s good Creation.  But if we are headed in the wrong direction, what then is the right direction?  If we are, as Jeremiah described, standing at the crossroads, what are the good ways – the ancient paths -where we might find rest for our souls?

As Christians, we understand our responsibility as trustees or caretakers of a world belonging not to ourselves but to God.  Our ancestors understood that the economy and the environment cannot be separated from each other – much less played off against each other as competing interests.  The very words economy and environment derive from the same Greek word – oikos – meaning household.

Unfortunately, our present system and its implicit priorities reflect a mismanagement of God’s household resulting in both economic and environmental injustices – a world where we have failed both at eradicating poverty and hunger and protecting God’s sacred earth. The impacts of our mismanagement fall heaviest on marginalized and under-resourced communities both within the US  and around the world.  In order to embrace God’s economy of abundance, we must envision and then follow a different path.

A critical first step down that path is developing an energy economy that harnesses the gifts of God’s good Creation with fewer impacts on its integrity and with greater benefits for all.  Rapid advances in renewable energy  hold the promise of a more sustainable energy future. If developed correctly, these investments can lead to a future where more of God’s children share in our household’s abundance.  And while national policies are only slowly shifting the U.S. towards a greener, cleaner future, many of us live in areas where such a future is becoming a reality today. 
Experts predict that global demand for energy will increase more than thirty percent in the next two decades – much of that demand in developing nations still struggling to meet the basic needs of their citizens.  The question we must ask ourselves, as we stand at this economic and environmental crossroads, is whether we are going to remain wedded to a profit-driven system that perpetuates injustice and despoils God’s good earth or if we can envision and step out on a new prophet-driven path that embraces God’s economy of abundance and shares more equitably the resources of God’s household.  During this time of Lent, reflecting on the bold life and sacrifices of our savior, may we be emboldened to take steps in our own lives down a new path of justice and sustainability.

A Prayer for the Journey:

God of all times and all Creation, help us learn from the ancient paths in order to build a just and sustainable future.  Grant us the courage to envision a world that embraces your economy of radical abundance and the strength to step out boldly toward that vision.
Amen.

