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You cause the grass to grow for the cattle, and plants for people to use, to bring
forth food from the earth, and wine to gladden the human heart, oil to make the
face shine, and bread to strengthen the human heart.

Psalm 104:14-15

 God created a world of abundance, with enough for all Creation, human and non-human, to live and thrive.  But the sad reality of our broken world is that many of God’s people around the world live each day in hunger.  According to the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) more than one billion people, one-sixth of the earth’s population, currently lack food security—ready and regular access to adequate amounts of safe and nutritious food.  The global economic crisis has only increased food insecurity.  With the world’s population on track to grow by 50 percent by 2050, the number of food insecure people will continue to grow as well unless food production increases and problems in access to and distribution of food are addressed.  

Climate change will also have a tremendous impact on global food security in the future.  Climate change is already affecting local food supplies as changes in weather patterns lead to droughts in some areas and flooding in others, rising sea levels lead to loss of productive land, and disappearing glaciers impact water supplies for irrigation.  Scientists predict that global average temperatures will continue to rise due to human-caused emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases trapped in earth’s atmosphere.  Rising temperatures in turn will lead to more extreme weather conditions, further disrupting food supplies, particularly in the Global South.   For example, if global average temperatures increase by more than two degrees Celsius (as they are on track to do if nothing is done to reduce emissions) scientists predict that Latin America will likely see significant declines in the production of food staples such as rice and substantial increases in hunger throughout the region.  In Africa, predictions are even more dire - the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has predicted that rising temperatures could lead yields of rain-fed agriculture to fall by up to 50 percent by 2020.

In temperate growing regions, primarily in the Northern Hemisphere, higher levels of carbon dioxide will, in the short term, lead to greater productivity.  But that greater productivity will not be enough to offset crop losses elsewhere in the world, and those increases in production will also decline if temperatures continue to rise unchecked, leading to lower crop productivity even in temperate climates such as the U.S. and Canada. Many o f the countries that will experience food shortages lack the means to trade for food on the global market to feed their people, leaving more and more people going to sleep at night with an empty stomach.
God gave us a world of abundance.  How are we called to ensure a future where there is enough for all?

A Prayer for the Journey

Oh Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all.

Gracious and generous God, in your open hand is all that we need to live and thrive.  You have blessed all Creation with your abundance.  But we have failed as stewards of your creation and failed to do justice to your people and your good creation.  Send forth your spirit to lead us to a renewal of your earth, to a new understanding of what it means to be stewards of your creation, to a future of abundance and hope and life.  Amen.

