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Therefore the land mourns. And everything that dwells in it languishes:
The beasts of the field, the birds of the air, and even the fish of the sea perish.
Hosea 4:3

I will make the sky above you as hard as iron, and your soil as hard as bronze, so that your strength
will be spent in vain; your land will bear no crops, and its trees no fruit.
Leviticus 26: 19-20

When an alien resides with you in your land, do not molest him. You shall treat the alien
who resides with you no differently than the natives born among you; have the same love for him
as for yourself; for you too were once aliens in the land of Egypt. I, the Lord, am your God.
Leviticus 19: 33-34
	
These seemingly unrelated verses take on new meaning in this time of climate change, environmental degradation, and weather-related disasters. In recent times, we have witnessed severe hurricanes, tsunamis and cyclones creating devastation for both humanity and God’s earth. Although the world has always faced catastrophic meteorological events, the intensity and frequency of these storms can be blamed on the changes our climate is currently undergoing. Click here to learn more. On a smaller, but no less serious scale, many areas of the earth are experiencing changes in their usual weather patterns, which are disrupting agricultural cycles and preventing populations from pursuing their normal livelihoods of farming and fishing. Glaciers are melting in South America and in Asia, disrupting the usual pattern of water availability. Droughts are more frequent in some areas and floods in others. Eventually, these communities could be completely deprived of their water source. Additionally, small island states are threatened with extinction as the sea level rises and covers their land. 
 These changes greatly impact the ability of those who are poor and vulnerable to survive, as they rely on the environment and have few resources to cope with change. Because these populations are already struggling, they will be much more likely to attempt to migrate to other areas where they may be able to support themselves and their families. If not enough change is made or it does not happen quickly enough, it is estimated that nearly 200 million people may be displaced due to climate change by the year 2050. 
This brings us to our final verse: the alien among us. When people can no longer provide for their families in their traditional homes, they will seek out new opportunities. As people of faith, we must be ready to welcome these “aliens”/migrants and find ways to incorporate them into our communities. We need to continue to care for creation by reducing our own emissions and begin to consider how our lifestyles are contributing to the displacement of populations around the world. Following negotiations at the Copenhagen conference, developed countries reiterated the importance of providing funding for adaptation that may alleviate the problems already being experienced in developing countries and allow people to stay in their own communities. Most people do not want to leave their traditional homelands, but if it becomes necessary we must be ready to provide these migrants with the resources they need to find new livelihoods, new homes and new communities. 
 What else can Christians do about this growing problem? We can use this week of Lent to begin to let our voices be heard in support of legislation that addresses the needs of these vulnerable populations in three different arenas: climate change, immigration, and development aid. All of these areas are possibilities for serving the needs of those most affected by climate change, especially those who are forced to migrate. 
Prayer for Migrants in a Time of Climate Change
Lord, we ask your forgiveness for our consumerist lifestyles that have caused destruction to your beautiful Creation.
Lord, we ask your forgiveness for allowing our governments to pursue policies that add to environmental destruction
Lord we ask your forgiveness for our selfishness and apathy that has deprived our sisters and brothers in the Global South of a steady climate for agricultural pursuits

Lord, we ask you to fill us with care and concern for Creation
Lord, we ask you to fill us with solidarity for our suffering brothers and sisters
Lord, we ask you to fill us with a spirit of action to protect our planet and alleviate the suffering of potential migrants everywhere

Lord, guide our actions and be always with us.

Amen.


For more information please read the statement on climate migrants: www.columban.org/content/view/69/52


