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Resources 

 

KEY TERMS 

 

Dialectical Process:  Human beings externalize (1), objectivate (2), and internalize (3), as they 

create and maintain society.  1:  “The ‘stuff’ out of which society and all its formations are made 

is human meanings externalized in human activity.”  2:  “once produced, the tool has a being of 

its own that cannot be readily changed by those who employ it.”  3:  human societies reabsorb 

the cultural products because they “forget” that they had a role in constructing them.  (Peter 

Berger, The Sacred Canopy, 8-15, passim). 

 

Feminist:  One who is committed to and advocates for the equal humanity of women. 

First Wave:  generally associated with the women’s suffrage movement of the 19
th

 

century.  Issues:  the vote for women.  Includes Sarah Grimke, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 

Matilda Joslyn Gage, and many others. 

Second Wave:  generally associated with the women’s liberation movement of the 

middle and late twentieth century.  Issues:  reproductive freedom, workplace equity, 

educational parity.  Includes Betty Freidan, Gloria Steinem, Mary Daly, Rosemary 

Radford Ruether, and many others. 

Third Wave:  generally associated with the very late twentieth and early twenty-first 

century.  Issues:  race/class/gender/sexuality and other intersectional realities of human 

life, global women’s issues, political activism.  Includes Rebecca Walker, Jennifer 

Baumgardner, Amy Richards, and many others – usually those raised with benefits 

secured by the first and second waves. 

 

Intersectional Analysis:  A way of thinking that accounts for and speaks to the multiple axes of 

privilege and oppression that shape every human life and every human community, attentive 

especially to race, class, gender, sexuality, age, ability. 
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