
Middle East Network Newsletter - Action Alert
 January 18, 2011

Support a UN Security Council resolution condemning settlements              Take Action!

Tell the President to join the international community 
in reaffirming that Israeli settlements are illegal,

are a major obstacle to peace, and
should be halted immediately and completely.

Call the President today in support of a UN Security Council resolution condemning Israeli settlements in the 
occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem.

The UN Security Council may soon be considering a resolution
• reaffirming the illegality of Israeli settlements in Palestinian Territory occupied since 1967,
• naming settlements as a major obstacle to peace,
• demanding that Israel cease all settlement activity including in East Jerusalem,
• calling on both parties to act on the basis of international law and previous agreements,
• calling on all parties to continue negotiations on final status issues, and
• urging intensified efforts to invigorate the peace process.

U.S. leaders have said each of these things before. Our support for this resolution encourages the Obama 
administration to reaffirm these positions.

Ambassador Philip C. Wilcox, Jr., president of the Foundation for Middle East Peace, wrote in Foreign Policy 
online magazine on January 5 that "the U.S. should rejoin the virtual international consensus on these issues, stand 
up for its own declared interests, and vote for the proposed Security Council resolution."

This resolution comes at a critical juncture when negotiations have lapsed specifically over the settlement issue.  
The U.S. administration has repeatedly called for a settlement freeze and has criticized settlement activity including 
in East Jerusalem.  A UN resolution now, reaffirming previous UN resolutions and stating clearly the international 
consensus on settlements, could serve as a catalyst to get negotiations back on track to finally achieve a just, lasting 
and comprehensive peace.

Contact the President Today

For background see:
"Palestinians Press UN Vote on Settlement Building...," Bloomberg, Jan. 7, 2011
"PA seeks UN vote next week on resolution...," Haaretz, Jan. 7, 2011
"U.S. not convinced on settlements: Palestinian envoy," Reuters, Jan. 10, 2011
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