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Missionary Prayer Page

GLOBAL Mi1ssioN/EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

UG ean and Stephen Godsall-Myers

Jean and Stephen serve as coordinators for the Wittenberg Center, helping congregations, individuals, univer-
sities, colleges, and seminaries develop spiritual and educational programs in Luther Land.They accompany
our German partners to shape the direction of our cooperative ministry in Wittenberg, particularly during
the Luther Decade. Along with other International Learning centers of the ELCA, they connect people of faith
and grapple with historical and contemporary issues.
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Jean May 26
BIRTH DATES Stephen  September 2

ANNIVERSARY August 18

COMPANION Southern Ohio
SYNODS Northeastern Pennsylvania

Northwestern Pennsylvania
Minneapolis Area
Southeastern

Upper Susquehanna

COUNTRY OF SERVICE Germany
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Prayer Concerns

+ Pray for the health of our family in the United States.

+ Pray for our ability to create a sense of reciprocal welcome among partners in Wittenberg.

+ Pray for the Church in Germany, particularly in the former Communist states, that it may find the
resources and the encouragement to reach out to those outside the Church with the Good News of
Jesus Christ

+ Pray for the individuals, groups, and institutions who are planning for the decade-long celebration of
the Reformation, that it would provide people throughout the world a chance to consider what the
Reformation of the Church and being Christian mean in the 21st century.

+ Pray for the young people in Germany, that they would look to their future with hope and promise.
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As a sponsor of Jean and Stephen,you are asked to remem-
ber them with your prayers and your financial support.
Gifts of any size are welcome.Please send support gifts to:
Germany ELCA Office for Global Mission Support
Missionary Sponsorship
PO Box 71764
Chicago IL 60694-1764

Make check payable to: Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
On the memo line of your check write: ELCA Missionary Sponsorship
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(see letter from Jean and Stephen on the back side of this page)
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Dear Su])}aorters of the Wittenﬁerg Center,

We arrived in Wittenﬁerg in %ugust 2006 and are now comfortable with Enowing our qﬁ(ice, our work, and our feffow
co(&zague, Renate Skirl, a native Wittenﬁerger, who has been at the Center since its Eeginm’ng in 1999. We have come

to know our town and the wmwﬁeoﬁx[ community o }aeo])ﬁa who [ive here. We ﬁqpe that we can continue to reinforce the
goocf will and reputation that the Center has in this community, thanks to the eﬁ(m’ts of our yrecﬂecessors.

We live in the Old Town. It is very comformﬁfe with all the [ittle sﬁqps we need—a baker, a meat store, a book
store, even a convenience store that sells milk and Luther Brot (a small cookie). The Historic Mile is one mile from
the western end of town, anchored by the Castle Church with its steq)ﬁe erected Ey the Prussians in the late 1800s,
to the eastern end, with the Au, usteum/llutﬁer ﬂ-(aus, where Luther lived as a monk and later as a famify man.
In the town center is the old Town Hall and the Town Church where Luther }oreacﬁecf over 2000 times. We are
part of the Castle Church Sunday School teachers’ group and know that our turn may have us teacﬁing the regu-
lars attendees as well as children from other parts of German and the world, who are in town as tourists. This
makes for some interesting lesson }mga.' We sing with the Castle Church choir, 6utﬁﬁmf occasions to attend worsﬁi})
and other events at both churches. It is very specia[ to worsﬁ;’p in these historic churches and realize that tﬁey are

not museums, but ﬁving }Jfaces where God’s Word is }oreacﬁe and received By God’s }?60}?[6.'

Various groups arrive c{um’ng the school year. We have enjoyecf accom]oanying undergraduates, seminarians, fac-
u(ty, and stcgﬁf from the U.S. and from other countries, as the students learn from their }m)fessors and from our
German partners about the treasures this region oﬁ[ers T ﬁrougﬁ the eyes of those new to Wittenﬁerg, with the
FELCA volunteers in the oﬁ(ice, and in }oaﬂnersﬁi}o with our German co[léagues in the Center, we are yevyetua[
envollees in the course Germany 101. It isa tewific course—it is never over! There is no sing[e textbook, aﬁ“ﬁougﬁ
there is much to read. There is exyem’enm'af learning and there is service [eaming. There are connections to be
made to the past, the present, and the future. The l?ac( news about the course? There is never enougﬁ time to get
all the [eaming done. The goocf news about the course? The ﬁeaming is never done!

CReforman’on Day in Wittenberg is a thrill. We participate in the Conﬁrmation gatﬁem'ng—over 500 confirmamfs
visit Wittenﬁerg on the eve of t(g Reformation celebration to stop at various stations around town where tﬁey
learn about the Reformation, the Bible and the Church. The ELCA Center offers two stations, on such themes as
“Jesus as the Living Water”, “T1 mnsfan’ng the Bible”, and “Church Music”. Our Reformation Day Eegms at 8:00
am, as we lead the Engﬁ’sﬁ [anguage worsﬁi]) service at the Castle Church. At the 10 a.m. German church service,
we extend greetings, read lessons and oﬁ(er }71’61%/61’5 in Engﬁsﬁ. The aﬁ'ernoon includes a yuﬁfic debate (cfisyum-

tion), concerts, and a Renaissance fm’r tﬁroug out the town.

As we syencf time in Wittenﬁerg, we continue to }oerceive that there is much more to learn about than mere[y the
times of Luther and the G(eformation. We meet many Germans with a story to tell, incfucﬁ'ng the many who tell of
Being a Christian in the time of Communist East Germany. There is still pain as eopﬁe syeaé dgf separation from
famify and friem{s exyem’ence in those c[ays. There is still the rea[ity that the Church suﬁ%re great[y under the
rule o state-sponsorecf atheism. There is still the rea[ity g( [eaming and fivin(g with reconciliation and forgiveness.
We often serve as partners who can sim})fy [isten to another tell his or her story, both the goocf and the bad. We
know this will be important as Germany celebrates 20 years qf umfication in the fa[f of 2009.

Our future work will include cooperation with German church entities esmﬁfisﬁing oﬁfices in Wittenﬁerg for the
Luther Decade. What will tﬁey teach us? How can we assist them?

We look forward to we[coming }Jeoy[e from the United States to join us in the course, Germany 101. We know that
we will learn with our guests, from our guests and for our guests as we tap the richness of German culture, histo-

T, fm’tﬁ and ﬁerimge.
Thank you for your prayers and your support of our ministry here in Lutherstadt Wittenﬁer(g!

Jean and Ste}oﬁen

10/06



