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John serves at the Christian Medical College,Vellore, South India. About half of his time is spent with the
Palliative Care Unit and Palliative Care Educational Center to help strengthen the educational programs, espe-
cially from a spiritual care aspect. He is also helping staff explore new areas of
outreach and service. John represents ELCA Global Mission to our partner
churches in India in the area of health care ministries, working along with the
regional representative.

He remains connected to health care in Liberia through Phebe and Curran
Hospitals. He is exploring different ways to enhance the services provided there.
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Prayer Concerns

+ Pray for the further development of palliative care and hospice programs in India, to help meet the needs
of God’s children in a time of crisis.

+ Pray for the strengthening of Phebe and Curran Hospitals in Liberia and their schools that are training
health care personnel in a situation of serious shortage.

+ Pray for the strengthening of the Lutheran mission hospitals in India and for the companion synods and
others who are partners in this work of the healing ministry of the Church.

+ Pray that people with health care backgrounds will be called to volunteer service in the areas of teaching
and provision of care.

As a sponsor of John, you are asked to remember him with
your prayers and your financial support.Gifts of any size
are welcome.Please send support gifts to:

ELCA Office for Global Mission Support
Missionary Sponsorship

PO Box 71764

Chicago IL 60694-1764

Make check payable to: Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
On the memo line of your check write:ELCA Missionary Sponsorship




Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

1 write to you after arm’ving in India six weeks ago. It is a bit of a homecoming, as ‘1 }orew’ous-
[y served gzre or almost 3 1/2 years. 1 have returned, in part, to a program that 7 had the
yn’w’ﬁzge to ﬁeﬁa start. T will continue worﬁing with Phebe and Curran Q—ﬁ)syimfs in Liberia.
’My work will also include refationsﬁi}as and travel to }J(aces that 1 haven’t been to ngore.

About ﬁaﬁ( cf my time will be spent with }aaffiative care at Christian Medical Coffege in
Vellore, South India. The ﬁope is to grow the program, both in its outreach to patients other
than those with cancer and ﬁy increasing the tmining programs for our own st?f and the
staﬁ(s of other mission ﬁosyita[s in India. There is a great sense of jo and fuﬁ ment in
Em’nging this much-needed service to Jo[aces where it has not been oﬁgfeaf ‘My first outreach
was to a mission ﬁosyita[ in New Delhi. There 1 had the O}Jportunity to }mrtici}aate in work-
sﬁqps for nurses, doctors, _pastors, and counselors.

Since arriving back in India, T’ve had op ortunity to visit two of our Lutheran }aartner’s mis-
sion ﬁospita s. They are located in northeast India, serving tribal pojaufations in remote areas.
Mission ﬁospimfs ﬂvave a cﬁa[fenge: Jesus Jareaficteaf it in John 12:8, “You aﬁvays have the poor
with you.” These are the underserved in India. Other patients, who have norma([y hely eﬁ set
costs for the _poor, have gone to }m’vate ﬁosyita[s for their care, places where tﬁey will f?naf more
S}Jeciaﬁ’sts and modern c[iagnostic equi}ament Mission dollars fgr the care ({ tﬁz/poor aren’t

what tﬁey once were either. The new cﬁa[ﬁmge is to discern (joaf’s call for these eaﬁ’ng min-

istries in the 21st century and discover how to Jarom’zfe ﬁ'nances, yersonnef, and equi}ament.

In Liberia, two ﬁosyita(s, Phebe and Curran, have Lutheran roots and have had fong-term
Lutheran support— inancial, mission yersonnef, and prayer. In the }Jost-ciw’[ war }Jem’oaf, both
ﬁosyita[s have worked hard to recover and continue their roles in }Wovi(ﬁng ﬁeaﬁng ministry n
rural Liberia. Both are short of }orofessiona( staﬁ(—cfoctors, nurses and technicians. Both are
active[y involved in tmim’ng }Jam}myfessionafs to ﬁegp meet the needs of the COUntry, while still
neeaﬁng additional quaﬁfiecf instructional staﬁ(. 7 have the O}J}aortunit to exy[ore ways of
ﬁeﬁaing to meet these needs and am ﬁoying to fina[ interest among mezgcaf Jorofessiona[s in the
U.S. and to cfeve(op re[ationsﬁi}as with India.

These three aspects cf my call require a lot of travel and ffexiﬁi[ity. Please pray for me and for
the exciting work as we respomf to God’s call to partner in ﬁeaﬁ’ng ministries in India, in
Liberia, and wherever we are.

Yours in Christ,

John
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