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Roger is the director of the graduate studies program at the Evangelical Theological Seminary in
Cairo. He supervises the courses for students and arranges for visiting professors.He also teaches
classes in the field of Middle East Christianity and the issues which these Christian churches face
in their ministry.
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Prayer Concerns

+ Pray for the students and faculty of the Evangelical Theological Seminary in Cairo.

+ Pray for the churches that witness in this place, that Christians may find wisdom and
courage in their mission.

+ Pray for the work of the churches in the Sudan and for the refugee work which is done here
in Cairo for those who fled the violence there.

+ Pray for peace and justice in Palestine,an end to the violence and hostility which exists now.
+ Pray for continuing financial support for the seminary and its students.
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As a sponsor of Roger, you are asked to remember him
with your prayers and your financial support.Gifts of any
size are welcome.Please send support gifts to:

ELCA Office for Global Mission Support

Missionary Sponsorship

PO Box 71764

Chicago IL 60694-1764

Make check payable to: Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
On the memo line of your check write: ELCA Missionary
Sponsorship
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{:“ (see letter from Roger on the back side of this page)
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Greetings from Cairo,

1am %ger (Rogaﬁn and am serving as the director for gmafuate studies at the fvarhlﬂefica[ Theological
Seminary in Cairo. This seminary is part of the ministry of the Presbyterian churches of the world to
carry out Christ’s command to teach and Jareacﬁ the gosye to all lands and all }aeoyfes. The seminary has
been c{oing this for more than 100 years. At this time, it has a student Eoc[y of more than 100 earm’ng
bachelor’s &grees and about 25 in the gma[uate programs.

The vast mcg’orit of Jaecy[e in this land and tﬁrougﬁout the Middle East are Muslim, and much of the
culture r?[ects this. Christians are ﬂee to pmctice their refigious Eefiefs but not in the open ways that we
e

ind in the United States. This makes the task of preparing leaders challenging.
preparing ging

fMy role in the gm(fuate program is to arrange for the classes and suyewise students as tﬁey write their dis-
sertations. ‘Prejaaring teachers for schools in fgyyt and tﬁrougﬁout the Middle East is a yn’marﬁy _purpose for
the gmcfuate program. ?l[tﬁougﬁ teachers now come from Europe, India, and America to teach here, it is
ﬁoyecf that more and more of the gmcfuates of this program will take over this res onsiﬁi(ity. The classes are
taugﬁt in fngfisﬁ so that some students may go on to universities in the ‘Unitegtates and furo}oe to earn
Ph.D.s. The classes are open to students from the Middle East, furojoe, and the United States.

One of the students in the program is comp[eting his second year and will now write his dissertation. His
name is Daniel Amum, and ﬁ% comes from the Sudan, a land south of fg}/}ot that has exyem’encecf a civil
war for more than 25 years. He described to me how whole vi(fages were ujm’ooted, led the violence and now
[ive as r@fugees within their own country or here in Egypt. Daniel says that the Word ;f God was Jareacﬁec[
with power Jum’ng this u}oﬁeava[ and that many came to accept it cfuring these aﬁ’ﬁ(icu t times, where Eefore
tﬁey had been more concerned about other tﬁings.

Daniel is writing his dissertation on the concept of aﬁ((iction in the Writings of St. Paul, Jaarticufar[y in 71
Corinthians. This is to me an example of how the d’isci}afine 0 [earm’ng in the seminary is Being a})})[iecf to
the present context and cﬁa[fenges Jgoor the gosye[ 7 look forwarcf to reaa(ing his thesis.

The class 1 now teach is called “Issues and Cﬁa[ﬁenges Facing the Church in the Middle East”. Included
to]m'cs are Christian and Muslim Jynamics, the cﬁanges that the modern world has Erougﬁt to the ‘Middle
Fast, and the past and current situation in Palestine. 1 have included an article on “Christian Zionism”
Ey Dr. Peter Pettit and the recent paper, “Churchwide Stmtegy for angagement in Israel and Palestine”
in the reacfings for this discussion. You can fimf them on the Web at www.elca.org/peacenotwalls and
www.elca.orgljle

My service here will end in jufy of 2009 because the ELCA has a [ong-term commitment to this seminary
and its work and is cuwent? seeking a quaﬁﬁ’ec[ person to serve for up to 10 years. You can finaf the [ist-
ing for this _position tﬁroug the Global Mission page on the ELCA web site.

Thank you for your prayers and 5:?9}901”( of the gfoﬁa[ ‘Mission program of our church. To me it is one of
0

the most sigmficcmt ministries we n tocfay’s world.
In Christ,

The Rev. Dr. Roger Rogaﬁn

10/08



