
“While getting her house in order, [Fumi] interceded for loved ones, 
clung to the words of Jesus and announced to her family that she 
wanted Handel’s Halleluiah Chorus sung at her funeral.”

The Rev. Nathan and Sharonette Bowman (Japan)

The Bowmans, Lutheran 
missionaries in Japan for 25 
years, currently serve Kuwamizu 
(“God’s water”) Lutheran Church 
in Kumamoto. They work with 
the many evangelism and 
social welfare ministries of the 
congregation. Sharonette is a 
vital partner in daily ministry, 
making hospital and hospice 
visits and attending to funerals, 
births, and other life-transition 
events. Nathan is a pastor to 
three congregations and chaplain 
to Jiai-En, a Lutheran social 
welfare community comprising of 13 institutions. These ministries 
serve orphaned children and senior citizens and include a large 
kindergarten program and several nursery schools.

Gifts to ELCA Missionary Sponsorship help more than 250 ELCA 
missionaries, including the Bowmans, serve “hand in hand” with 
companion churches in almost 50 countries. Learn more at www.
elca.org/handinhand and www.elca.org/missionarysponsorship. 
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