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Liturgical Awareness
It happens every Sunday in the Eucharist, but on Reformation Sunday it’s especially moving for the presider and the assembly.  Jeremiah’s ancient vision of a new covenant written on hearts and abundant with forgiveness was encountered by Jesus’ disciples at the Last Supper.  It is seen as well within a congregation as the presiding minister stands at the altar and raises a chalice during the Eucharistic Prayer and proclaims in memory of Jesus:  “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.”   Sunday by Sunday the new covenant is proclaimed and realized.
Global, Ecumenical Implications of Reformation Theology 
At the LWF 11th Assembly in Stuttgart in 2010, a remarkable scene took place as Lutherans and Mennonites shared in a rite of repentance and reconciliation.   Lutherans repented of their violent persecution of Mennonites and Anabaptists centuries ago when confessional anathemas gave way to beating, arson and execution in Europe.  That rite of repentance and reconciliation could  inspire some congregations to observe Reformation Sunday as Reconciliation Sunday.  Invite a local Mennonite congregation to share in an affirmation of this rite of repentance and reconciliation.  

Or enlarge the theme of reconciliation to the Roman Catholic community.  After decades of Lutheran – Roman Catholic dialogues, the “Joint Declaration on Justification” between the Lutheran World Federation and the Vatican was signed in 1999.  <www.lutheranworld.org/lwf/index.php/jddj-documentation.html> Their mutual recognition of God’s grace freely given which leads to good works may one day lead to shared Eucharistic hospitality and set churches free to new avenues of ecumenical mission and ministry.  

Reformation in The City of Calvin:  Geneva
Geneva, the City of Calvin, officially adopted Luther’s Reformation principles in May 1536.     The International Museum of the Reformation is adjacent to the Cathedrale St. Pierre in Geneva where John Calvin preached.  The oldest and largest bell in the cathedral tower is named La Clémence which means “clemency” or “mercy”.  Even before Geneva adopted the Reformation, for over 600 years La Clémence has tolled its message of mercy - a reminder of God’s new covenant of clemency, forgiveness, remembering sin no more.   <www.musee-reforme.ch/english-version>   Whenever a funeral is held in the cathedral, the single, tolling message of La Clémence rings out over the city.  It is not only the deceased  for whom the bell tolls.  As John Donne eloquently put it:  “Do not send to know for whom the bell tolls,  it tolls for thee.”  La Clémence rings out, sings forth the wideness of God’s mercy.
