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Children's Sermon Idea
Augsburg Fortress CEO, Beth Lewis, lectures on communication transformations in the church since the Reformation entitled, From Gutenberg to Google.  To illustrate the way the Gospel is shared in a children’s sermon, gather children at the font with a hammer, nails and a poster at hand.  Remind them that 500 years ago on October 31, 1517, Martin Luther used one poster, a hammer and nails to announce that God loves us.  The Castle Church door in Wittenberg became his communication strategy when he posted the 95 Theses the day before All Saints’ Day, a major church festival when the church would be crowded.  Today we use other tools to proclaim God’s love.  Show the children how a bible or other book may be read from a smart phone or electronic reader.  Have a laptop or tablet handy to demonstrate how a message can be sent to the entire congregation with one press of the “send button”.   Show them your congregation’s web site that spans the planet with information about your church.   Invite responses from the assembly – who learned of God’s love from a poster?  From a web site?  From a newsletter?  From a personal invitation to worship?  From television, DVD or radio?  From a Sunday School or VBS teacher?   And then remind the children and the assembly, that one of the best ways to share the Gospel is still one on one, person to person with a personal invitation to church.  The same as in 1517, in Luther’s time.
