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Gratitude is expressed to the following for their generous

support of the 2009 Churchwide Assembly:
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• lunch bags
• sponsorship of Run, Walk, ‘n’ Roll
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• mugs
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• voting machines
• video projection and screens
• volunteer office, refreshments, vests
• e-mail center
• streaming video for Web-casting
• pre-assembly dinner for the Church Council, Conference of

Bishops, and Cabinet of Executives
• tote bags
• name badge holders
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• pre-assembly dinner for the Church Council, Conference of

Bishops, and Cabinet of Executives
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In honor of the voting members of the 2009 Churchwide

Assembly, and continuing the efforts to make this assembly
environmentally responsible, the Minneapolis Area and Saint
Paul Area Synods have collaborated with Tree Trust to plant 66
trees this fall in the Twin Cities area—one in honor of each of
the 65 synods in this church and one for the whole ELCA.

Tree Trust was created in 1976 to address two problems in
the Twin Cities community: the devastation of the urban tree
canopy due to Dutch Elm disease and the high unemployment
and poverty rates for youth and adults at the time.  It began
combating these issues by providing out-of-work individuals
with training and paid jobs reforesting the community.

Since then, Tree Trust has expanded to offer an array of
programming for youth and adults—employment training, jobs,
community revitalization activities, and environmental
education—that continues to foster responsibility, long-term self-
sufficiency, and effective stewardship of the community’s
environment.
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Special thanks are expressed to:

• Members of the Local Arrangements Committee, who
worked arduously and donated countless hours in
preparation for this event;

• Chicago Office Technology Group of Chicago, Ill., for
donating the use of photocopying machines, facsimile
machines, and tech support;

• Staff members of the Minneapolis Convention Center, Meet
Minneapolis, the Hyatt Regency Minneapolis, the Hilton
Minneapolis, the Minneapolis Marriott City Center, and the
Millennium Hotel Minneapolis for assisting with the
arrangements, and to Best Travel, Chicago, Ill., for
facilitating air-travel arrangements; and

• Central Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, for providing
meeting space and hospitality for assembly guests.
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If you need assistance with directions or other questions
during the course of the assembly, please ask one of the many
local volunteers wearing red vests.  They will be happy to help.
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�   (See map, p. 17)
The following are located at the Convention Center:

Assembly Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 211 B
Assembly Information Desk
Nominations Desk (see next page for hours)

Accredited News Media . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103 D
Augsburg Fortress Bookstore . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102 A/B & E/F
Communication Staff Room . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 211 C
Computer Support and Web Team . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103 B
E-mail Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103 A
Friends of Bill W. Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 206 A

(immediately following afternoon plenary session)
The Lutheran Magazine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 212 A
News Conferences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103 F
News Service Staff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103 E
Parish Nurses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outside Hall E
Registration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outside Hall D
Run, Walk, ‘n’ Roll . . . . . . . . Outside 2nd Ave. So. Entrance
Stretch and Pray . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lounge A
Volunteer Check-in . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 207 B
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The FedEx office on the first floor of the Convention Center

offers photocopy and fax service.  The business center service staff
will be able to assist with other business needs, as well. 

Monday–Friday 8:00 A.M.–5:00 P.M.
Saturday–Sunday 8:00 A.M.–4:00 P.M.

������
Equal Exchange Coffee is available at the Augsburg Fortress

Event Store in Rms 102 A/B and E/F of the Convention Center,
Tuesday–Saturday, at 9:30 A.M. and 3:00 P.M.  Out of concern
for the environment, no disposable cups will be provided.
Instead, complimentary mugs will be distributed during the
morning plenary session on Tuesday, August 18, for use
throughout the week.
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Staff and volunteers of the Communication Services unit will

provide a welcoming presence at the e-mail center, located in Rm
103 A of the Convention Center.  Keep up with personal e-mail,
follow assembly actions online, and learn more about the ELCA.

Monday 9:00 A.M.–9:30 P.M.
Tuesday–Saturday 6:00 A.M.–8:00 P.M.
Sunday 8:00 A.M.–12:00 NOON
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Safety always is of paramount concern during a large

gathering such as the Churchwide Assembly.  Please take care
and move quickly from the base or the top of the escalators to
avoid collisions with those coming behind you.

)����	�����������

The Minneapolis Convention Center maintains a strict

policy on the distribution of fliers and posting of notices.  The
distribution of fliers is strictly prohibited throughout the
Convention Center.  Additionally, decorations, signs, banners
and/or similar materials may not be taped, nailed, tacked,
stapled, or otherwise fastened to ceilings, doors, walls, glass,
columns, painted surfaces, fabric or decorative walls, railings,
ceiling tiles, or light fixtures.  Banners and other decorating
materials are to be hung only in approved locations.

'� ���
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Legislative advice is provided in the plenary hall one-half

hour before and after each plenary session.  Staff will be
available to answer questions on parliamentary procedure and
assist in the process of presenting motions from the floor.

'���	
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Lost and Found is located in the Assembly Office, Rm 211 B.
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A message board is located at the Convention Center in the

Churchwide Assembly registration area.  Assembly members are
encouraged to check the board regularly for messages.  To reach
a voting member in an emergency, call the Assembly Office
(773-380-1748).

1���
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The Nominations Desk is located in the Assembly Office,

Rm 211 B.  The desk is open the following hours:

Monday, August 17 12:00 NOON–4:00 P.M. and
5:45 P.M.–7:30 P.M.

Tuesday, August 18 8:00 A.M.–6:00 P.M.
Wednesday, August 19 8:00 A.M.–2:00 P.M.

�6��
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One floor above ground level, the seven-mile, climate-

controlled skyway system links shopping, restaurants,
entertainment, and more with enclosed walkways.  The
Minneapolis skyway system was the first—and remains the most
extensive—in the country, connecting almost all downtown
buildings.  The system connects more than 80 blocks, 1,000
businesses, 2,000 condominiums, and 4,000 hotel rooms, and
accommodates 200,000 pedestrians daily.

�� ���� 	)�������	%&�
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The Augsburg Fortress Event Store, located in the

Convention Center, Rms 102 A/B and E/F, will be open the
following hours during the 2009 Churchwide Assembly:

Monday: 10:30 A.M.–7:00 P.M.
Tuesday: 7:30 A.M.–7:00 P.M.

Authors’ Book Signing 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday: 7:30 A.M.–6:00 P.M.
Thursday: 7:30 A.M.–6:00 P.M.
Friday: 7:30 A.M.–5:30 P.M.
Saturday: 7:30 A.M.–2:00 P.M.
Sunday: 8:30 A.M.–12:00 NOON

Be sure to check out the Augsburg Fortress Event Store.
Learn about and purchase exciting new resources and books for
yourself and your congregation, like the new “Spark Sunday
School” series, the recently released “Book of Faith” Adult Bible
Study Resources, “Fed and Forgiven” First Communion
Resources, and more.

Register to win a free Lutheran Study Bible.  Five copies
will be given away daily, so register early for more chances to
win.  Receive a free copy of one of the new “Book of Faith”
Adult Bible Study Resources  (limit one per person).  Purchase
an autographed copy of the new Garrison Keillor book, Life
Among the Lutherans.

+
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Reports to the Churchwide Assembly, proposed action
items, and background information, published in the 2009 Pre-
Assembly Report, were posted on the ELCA Web site and
distributed by mail to voting members prior to the assembly.
Voting members who did not receive the 2009 Pre-Assembly
Report may inquire at the Assembly Office, Rm 211 B.

During the course of the assembly, various other printed
materials will be delivered to assembly members at their tables,
as directed by the secretary of this church.  Such materials
include reports and updates from assembly committees and other
items that have been approved for distribution to the assembly.

The assembly’s “Rules of Organization and Procedure”
stipulate that “materials may be distributed on the floor of the
assembly only with the written consent of the secretary of this
church.  In cases where the secretary does not consent, appeal
may be made to the Reference and Counsel Committee, whose
decision shall be final.”

��������	�� ���
With a goal of fostering community among the 2009

Churchwide Assembly attendees, the “Assembly Digest”  will
collect and share stories about voting members and guests.
Editors Jan Rizzo and Marianne Griebler will be on the trail of
stories in the Convention Center throughout the week.  They are
also available in person for submissions and feedback at a table
near the plenary hall.  Following the “green” example of this
year’s assembly, the “Assembly Digest” is available online, with
limited printed copies.
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Each day the Office of the Secretary will produce a brief

“Legislative Update.”  The update will contain the exact wording
of any action that was passed by the assembly during the plenary
sessions the previous day.  If debate on an action is not complete,
the update also will detail the action on the floor at the time the
debate ceased and the context for that action.  In this way, voting
members will be reminded about where the debate will resume.

+�
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A concise summary of assembly actions will be available

immediately after the closing of the assembly.  Preliminary
minutes of the 2009 Churchwide Assembly will be distributed
upon their completion in September.  The Reports and Records:
Assembly Minutes will be available for distribution early in 2010.

1
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Admittance to the plenary hall of the assembly will be by

color-coded badges, provided for all registrants as follows:

Yellow Voting Members

Blue Advisory Members
Church Council
Board and Program Committee Chairs
Cabinet of Executives

Faculty Resource Persons
Non-Voting Members

ELCA Seminary Presidents
ELCA College and University Presidents

Orange Ecumenical Guests
Former Presiding Bishops and Secretary
Resource Members

White Bishops’ Spouses
Congregation Observers
Regional Coordinators
Synodical Officers
Synodical Staff
Youth Convocation
Young Rostered Leaders

Green Assembly Staff
Contractors
ELCA Unit Staff
Local Arrangements Committee
Minutes Team
Musicians
Volunteers
Worship Leaders

Salmon Accredited News Media

Gray Visitors

Assembly participants are required to display name badges
when attending all assembly-related events.
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On Thursday, August 20, voting members will convene at
7:00 A.M. for a breakfast conversation in Ballrooms A & B of the
Convention Center.  Voting members will sit at the table number
assigned to them (found in the upper right corner of their name
badge).  Each table will include five sets of prayer partners.
Following breakfast, Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson will
introduce the first part of the morning’s “quasi committee of the
whole” conversations related to the Recommendation on
Ministry Policies.  The second part of the conversation will
continue later in the morning in the plenary space (Hall E).

All other breakfasts are “on your own.”

'�
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Lunch will be served beginning at 12:30 P.M. in Ballrooms

A & B of the Minneapolis Convention Center each full day of
the Churchwide Assembly.  On Thursday, August 20, assembly
members will be given a lunch bag and may enjoy their lunch in
the open air of Minneapolis.  The reusable lunch bags are a gift
for voting and advisory members from the Board of Pensions.

��
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On Monday, August 17, assembly members will be served

dinner in Ballrooms A & B of the Minneapolis Convention
Center at 5:30 P.M.  Dinner on Tuesday, August 18, will be
available at 5:30 P.M., between the scheduled hearings.  On
Friday, August 21, a BBQ-style dinner at 5:30 P.M. will precede
a concert given by Peter Mayer, lead guitarist for Jimmy Buffett,
to benefit the Lutheran Malaria Initiative (LMI) and the HIV and
AIDS Strategy.  All other dinners are “on your own.”  A list of
Minneapolis’ downtown restaurants is available in the
registration area.

$��"��
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Central Lutheran Church is continuing its legacy of

hospitality to churchwide events by hosting the Carillon Café and
Martin’s Mug, both located directly across the street from the
Convention Center.  A percentage of the proceeds will go to
support the Lutheran Malaria Initiative (LMI).

Enjoy a complete hot breakfast in an open-air, sidewalk
café, located on the plaza beneath Central’s new belltower.  The
Carillon Café will be open from 6:00 A.M.–8:30 A.M. Tuesday,
August 13, through Sunday, August 23.  The menu includes
scrambled eggs, meats, breads, pancakes hot off the grill, and
more—all for a very reasonable price.

Grab a cold beer, savor a delicious glass of wine, or enjoy
a variety of other snacks over fellowship at the end of the day.
Martin’s Mug will be open from 4:30 P.M.–7:30 P.M., from
Tuesday, August 13, through Saturday, August 22. 
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Hearings will be held on Tuesday, August 18, on major

action items before the assembly, and other current issues.  The
purpose of the hearings is to provide additional information and
to answer questions about the various initiatives, proposed state-
ments, and recommendations prior to floor consideration.
Voting members will be able to choose which hearing they will
attend on a “first-come” basis.  Interested visitors will be able to
observe the hearings as space permits.  Under the assembly’s
rules, only voting members, resource members, and advisory
members have voice in the hearings.  All hearings will be
convened in the Convention Center.

4:30 P.M.–5:30 P.M.
• 2010–2011 Budget Proposal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101 B
• Book of Faith: Lutherans Read the Bible . . . . . . . . 101 A
• Evangelizing Congregations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101 C
• Lutheran Malaria Initiative (LMI) . . . . . . . . . . . . 102 C/D
• Middle East Strategy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101 D
• Recommendation on Ministry Policies . . . . . . . . . . 101 I
• Social Statement on Human Sexuality . . . . . . . . . . 101 F
• UMC Full Communion Agreement . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101 E

7:00 P.M.–8:00 P.M
• Board of Pensions Update . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101 B
• Book of Faith: Lutherans Read the Bible . . . . . . . . 101 A
• Evangelizing Congregations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101 C
• HIV and AIDS Strategy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101 D
• Recommendation on Ministry Policies . . . . . . . . . . 101 I
• UMC Full Communion Agreement . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101 E
• World Hunger Appeal/Disaster Response . . . . . . . . 101 F

Chairs of program committees (or other people invited by
the unit), unit staff members, and others who have worked with
specific hearing topics will be present as resource people.  The
convener, a member of the Church Council, will recognize the
executive director and invite a brief opening presentation by the
unit responsible for the proposed action.  General discussion will
follow.  The hour-long hearings are non-legislative in nature.
Although during the hearings voting members cannot offer
motions or resolutions for assembly action, varying viewpoints
may be expressed.
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Peter Mayer will give a concert on Friday, August 21, from

7:30 P.M.–9:00 P.M., in the auditorium of the Minneapolis
Convention Center.  Proceeds from the event will go to benefit
the HIV and AIDS Strategy and the Lutheran Malaria Initiative.
Tickets may be purchased for $20.00 each online at
www.elca.org/assembly/petermayer.  To purchase tickets, you
may use the computers in the E-mail Center, Rm 103 A.

Peter Mayer, lead guitarist for Jimmy Buffett, grew up in
India, where his parents served as Lutheran missionaries for 17
years before returning to their Missouri roots.  Influences from
that period of his life can be heard in his music.  
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Please remember to turn off the ringer on all cellular telephones
and pagers while you are in the plenary hall throughout the
course of the assembly.  According to the Rules of Organization
and Procedure, use of cellular telephones, “Blackberries,” and
other wireless electronic communication devices in the plenary
hall during assembly sessions is precluded.  Cell phones, pagers,
and other such devices must be turned off in the plenary hall and
worship center throughout the course of the assembly.
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Smoking is prohibited throughout the Minneapolis

Convention Center, as well as in each of the hotels.

�"���
�	1����
Guests who have special needs but did not have the

opportunity to alert staff of the Office of the Secretary prior to
registration should inquire at the Registration Desk.
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In 2008, the ELCA Young Adult Ministry partnered with

colleagues who work with candidacy in the Vocation and
Education unit to launch the “Imagine Yourself” family of
resources.  These resources are designed to help young adults
think about vocation by sharing their stories.  The resources
include print and Web pieces as well as a social networking
community where young adults can share their own stories, post
events, and reflect on questions of discernment.  More
information on all resources can be found at
www.elca.org/imagineyourself.  

At the 2009 Churchwide Assembly, the ELCA Young Adult
Ministry will partner with the Foundation of the ELCA and the
Mission Investment Fund to hold a series of networking events
for young adults.  These events will bring together young adults
and help them connect to the ELCA and its various partners for
ministry in their local settings.  This project is generously
sponsored by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.  The first of these
networking events is on Thursday, August 20, from 5:30
P.M.–8:00 P.M., at The Local on Nicollet Mall.  This will be a
chance for young adults to connect with one another and learn
more about opportunities for engagement with the ELCA,
including the Lutheran Malaria Initiative.

Young adult voting members to the 2009 Churchwide
Assembly were invited to come early to a luncheon where they
had a chance to connect with one another and learn more about
the governance process of the church.  They also are invited to
the first of the “Young Adult Networking” events.
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Affirming Young Leaders—Twin Cities Gathering (TCG)

is an event for ELCA rostered leaders age 31 or younger who are
in their first call.  Approximately 85 recently ordained pastors,
commissioned associates in ministry, and consecrated diaconal
ministers and deaconesses of the ELCA are meeting for four
days during the Churchwide Assembly.  These young rostered
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leaders have an opportunity to network with colleagues from
across this church and to converse with ELCA leaders.  The
theme for the event is “God’s Work: Our Lives, Our Context,
Our World,” and will focus on vocation and wellness.
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The ELCA Youth Convocation is a biennial event that takes

place in connection with each Churchwide Assembly.  It is a
joint ministry of the Office of the Presiding Bishop and the
Vocation and Education unit that lifts up the voices of those of
high-school age as well as exposing them to the process of a
Churchwide Assembly.  The primary function of every Youth
Convocation is to provide leadership development for young
people from throughout this church as well as to create
awareness of up-and-coming leaders.  The secondary function is
to create opportunity for networking and fellowship for youth of
the ELCA as they become young adults.  Both of these functions
take place through a variety of educational and interactive
activities focused on the faith community that is the ELCA.
Each convocation spends significant time worshiping and
praying and embodying the theme of the Churchwide Assembly.

The goals for the Youth Convocation are:
1. To welcome young leaders into the Churchwide Assembly

as a learning experience about the larger church and in
organizational decision-making;

2. To engage in the content of churchwide program initiatives;
3. To reaffirm the presence and participation of young leaders

in decision-making bodies of the ELCA;
4. To provide opportunities for youth leaders to discern the

assembly experience with other leaders from their own
synods; and

5. To provide fellowship and networking space for young
leaders throughout the ELCA.
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Participants in the Churchwide Assembly will be attending

important sessions throughout the week.  That means a great deal
of speaking, listening, and thinking.  It also means a great deal
of sitting and possibly some stress.  The ELCA Board of
Pensions will be present to help participants find balance
throughout the week.  Staff will provide suggestions on how to
tend to your well-being throughout the assembly—in all seven
dimensions of the Wholeness Wheel.

The Wholeness Wheel reminds us to care for our whole
selves by centering ourselves in our faith and making the effort
to balance our many dimensions—social/interpersonal,
emotional, physical, financial, vocational, intellectual and
spiritual.
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Use the Wholeness Wheel as your guide.  Visit all seven

dimensions of the Wholeness Wheel daily.  Stop by the Board of
Pensions table, near the Registration Desk in the Convention
Center, and pick up information about the seven dimensions of
the Wholeness Wheel, along with some ideas to live well all
week long. For example:
• Find time for devotions and time to listen to God;
• Listen to new ideas and ways of thinking;

• Stretch and walk during breaks and between sessions;
• Eat healthy food and stay hydrated; and
• Exercise good stewardship of human, financial, and

environmental resources.

The ELCA Board of Pensions will sponsor daily wellness
activities: “Run, Walk ‘n’ Roll” and “Stretch and Pray.”  These
early morning activities have become Churchwide Assembly
traditions, and you are invited to participate Tuesday–Saturday
mornings.
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Do you need to charge your cell phone?  Are you hoping to

burn some calories during a plenary break?  One visit to the bike-
powered generator station can achieve both objectives.  In an
effort to care for creation and to promote health and wellness, the
Board of Pensions is sponsoring a bike-powered generator that
converts human energy produced by riding a bike into electricity,
which can charge a cell phone, power a laptop, and much more.
So bring your cell phone and adapter for charging, or your legs
for biking, or both!  The Pedal for Power station will be available
Monday–Saturday at the Board of Pensions table (near the
Registration Desk) in the Convention Center.
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Are you looking for a way to stretch your legs or catch some

fresh air before the start of plenary sessions?  Join the ELCA
Board of Pensions from 6:00 A.M.–7:30 A.M., August 18–22.
Meet in front of the Minneapolis Convention Center, near the
2nd Ave. South entrance.  Team members will provide water,
directions, and encouragement along a paved route.  Go at your
own pace through the picturesque parks and urban environment
of Minneapolis.
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Join Bp. Murray D. Finck of the Pacifica Synod from

6:30 A.M. to 7:15 A.M., August 18–22, for low-impact stretching
and “high-impact” prayer in Lounge A of the Minneapolis
Convention Center. 

Bp. Finck will direct participants as he introduces each new
posture, stretch, or exercise.  He also will teach some deep-
breathing exercises.  The time will end with six prayer
postures—adoration, confession, absolution, petition,
intercession, and contemplation.

Wear comfortable, loose-fitting clothing.  Also, please bring
a towel for the floor, some of the stretches and prayer postures
will be on the carpeted floor.
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Two nurses will be available Monday through Friday at the

Parish Nurses’ Station at the Minneapolis Convention Center.
These certified parish nurses have volunteered their time and are
available to answer any questions or respond to health concerns
you may have during the assembly.  Comfortable chairs are
provided for you in privately screened areas. 
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Gathered by the Holy Spirit around the means of grace in

worship, we are nourished by God’s grace in Word and
Sacrament.  The Scripture texts for the worship services at the
Churchwide Assembly proclaim the work that God has done for
us in Jesus Christ, whose death and resurrection gives life,
forgiveness, reconciliation, hope, and peace.  In biblical stories,
letters, and poetry, these texts shape the community life of the
gathered church, inspiring faith, trust, and service in the name of
Jesus Christ.

Services of Holy Communion will be held in Hall D of the
Minneapolis Convention Center each day of the assembly, with
the exception of Saturday’s Service of the Word, which will take
place at Central Lutheran Church.  Prayer and singing will
bracket each session of business in the plenary hall.
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If you have questions about worship leadership assignments,

schedules, or other concerns, the worship staff office (sacristy)
will be open the following hours: 

Monday 1:00 P.M.–3:00 P.M. and
5:30 P.M.–7:00 P.M.

Tuesday–Saturday 12:30 P.M.–2:00 P.M.

The sacristy is to the right of the chancel platforms in Hall D.
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Assisted listening devices are available upon request on a

first-come, first-served basis.  The device may be signed out
from the sacristy (to the right of the chancel platforms in Hall D)
prior to each service of Holy Communion.
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Monday, August 17 Holy Communion 4:00 P.M .
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God around the
means of grace—the saving Word of God and the sacraments.
Inspired by the life-giving breath of God, we are enlivened to
participate in God’s mission in Jesus Christ for the sake of the
world.

Preacher and Presiding Minister:
Bp. Mark S. Hanson, presiding bishop

Assisting Minister: Mr. Carlos E. Peña, vice president
Reader: Mr. David D. Swartling, secretary
Reader: Ms. Christina Jackson-Skelton, treasurer

Tuesday, August 18 Holy Communion 11:30 A.M .
Trusting in the mercy of God shown to us in Jesus Christ, we
confess our sins, are reassured by the proclamation of the grace
of God, and are charged to participate in the life God intends for
the faithful: to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly
with God.

Presiding Minister: Pr. Natacha Kemp, Wichita, Kan.
Preacher: Pr. Megan Torgerson, St. Paul, Minn.
Assisting Minister: Mr. Jonathan Strommen-Campbell, 

Rochester, Minn.
Reader: Ms. Ruth Sall, Abingdon, Pa.

Wednesday, August 19 Holy Communion 11:30 A.M .
God gives us the gift of faith, hope, and love by the grace shown
to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Trusting in the grace of God, we
are gifted by the Holy Spirit and sent out into the world, bringing
wholeness and reconciliation by the proclamation of God’s love
in Jesus Christ.

Presiding Minister: Pr. Lit-Inn Wu, Schaumburg, Ill.
Preacher: Pr. Rafael Malpica-Padilla, Chicago, Ill.
Assisting Minister: Sr. Virginia Strahan, Baldwinville, Mass.
Reader: Mr. Louis Tillman, Lawrenceville, Ga.

Thursday, August 20 Holy Communion 11:30 A.M .
Jesus Christ is Lord!  We join the song and dance of praise to our
Lord, who never wearies of forgiving our sin and giving us the
peace of reconciliation.  We are called to follow the example of
Jesus’ love for us by loving one another, signified by the
washing of feet.

Presiding Minister: Pr. Callista Isabelle, New Haven, Conn.
Preacher: Bp. Gregory Palmer, Springfield, Ill.
Assisting Minister and Reader:

Mr. Will Esch, Stillwater, Minn.

Friday, August 21 Holy Communion 11:30 A.M .
We rest in the assurance that God chooses to love us and show
us mercy through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Marked with the cross
of Christ in baptism, we are continually reassured that we abide
in that love and that our joy is complete in the grace God shows
to us in Jesus Christ.

Presiding Minister: Pr. Rani Abdulmasih, Dearborn, Mich.
Preacher: Pr. Chrysanne Timm, Sylvania, Ohio
Assisting Minister: Mr. William Horne, Clearwater, Fla.
Reader: Ms. Charlene Liminih, Raleigh, N.C.

Saturday, August 22 Service of the Word 11:30 A.M .
The Word of God is living and active in our midst as we gather
in worship and hear the words of Scripture proclaimed.  We give
thanks for the living Word that renews our faith, increases our
hope, and deepens our love, for the sake of a world in need.

Presiding Minister: Pr. Sylvia De La Garza, San Juan, Texas
Preacher: Pr. Linda Norman, Chicago, Ill.
Assisting Minister: Ms. Kris Perry, Eden Prairie, Minn. 
Reader: Mr. James Hushagen, Edgewood, Wash.

Sunday, August 23 Holy Communion 8:30 A.M .
We are drawn by the Holy Spirit into the grace of God, who
promises abundant life in Jesus Christ and strengthens us in faith
and service.  Fed by Word and Sacrament, we are nourished for
our participation in the mission of God in Jesus Christ.

Presiding Minister: Bp. Mark S. Hanson, presiding bishop
Preacher: Bp. Allan C. Bjornberg, Denver, Colo.
Assisting Minister: Ms. Pat Robinson, Philadelphia, Pa.
Reader: Ms. Frances Valentin, San Juan, 

Puerto Rico
Reader: Ms. Stacy Siebrasse, Missoula, Mont.
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In addition to the worship staff, several people will help lead

our assembly in song throughout the week: Mr. Daniel
Schwandt, organ/piano, and Mr. Paul Friesen-Carper, guitar,
Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, Chicago, Ill.;  Mr. John
Sall, percussion, and Ms. Ruth Sall, soprano, Abingdon
Presbyterian Church, Abingdon, Pa.

A team of pastors from across the ELCA prepared the
Prayers of Intercession for the services, including Pr. Christopher
Duckworth, Arlington, Va.; Pr. Jenn Moland-Kovash, Palatine,
Ill.; Pr. Christine M. Nessel, Naugatuck, Conn.; Pr. Jennifer
Phelps Ollikainen, Chicago, Ill.; Pr. Jan Rippentrop, Iowa City,
Iowa; Pr. Miriam A. E. Schmidt, Plains, Mo.; and Pr. Kevin
Shock, State College, Pa.
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Voting members and guests of the assembly are invited to

join the Assembly Choir, which will sing for the services of Holy
Communion on Thursday, August 20, and Sunday, August 23.
Those who did not have the opportunity to volunteer when they
registered for the assembly may join the choir by attending
rehearsals in the choir area near the organ and piano in Hall D of
the Convention Center.  The choir rehearsals are on Wednesday,
August 19, and Friday, August 21, from 12:30 P.M.–1:15 P.M.
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Eight prayer areas are located around the perimeter of the

worship space in Hall D.  Assembly participants and visitors are
welcome to use these areas for prayer and reflection throughout
the day.  During worship, the assembly will be invited to use
these areas for prayer, footwashing (Thursday), and anointing
(Friday).  Artwork in each area is from the ELCA collection,
which encompasses a diverse range of Christian art from around
the world.  The artwork will change throughout the week.  Brief
descriptions accompany many of the pieces.

������
 	���� 

���
�
An offering will be received at each daily worship service.

All gifts received will be divided equally among the World
Hunger Appeal, the HIV and AIDS Strategy, and the Fund for
Leaders.  Cash or checks may be placed in the offering baskets.
Please make checks payable to the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America (ELCA).  No offering envelopes will be available.
Donations also can be made via credit card by visiting the E-mail
Center at the Convention Center, Rm 103 A, or by visiting the
following Web site: www.elca.org/assembly/offering .
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At each service of Holy Communion, the communion station

at the baptismal font provides bread for those with food
sensitivities, as well as de-alcoholized wine.  Please go to this
station only if you require these elements.  The Ener-G
Communion Wafers contain filtered water, sweet rice flour,
potato flour, palm oil, potato starch, methylcellulose, sunflower
lecithin, and Ener-G baking powder (sodium pyrophosphate,
sodium bicarbonate, potato starch, and monocalcium phosphate).
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The large banner behind the platforms in the worship space

reflects the work of artist He Qi and depicts Jesus eating with the
two disciples he encountered on the road to Emmaus.  It is
reminiscent of the art He Qi created for the Holy Communion
section of Evangelical Lutheran Worship.
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Each communion vessel is hand-made of natural and

recycled material by local artisans of fair-trade companies.
Following use at the Churchwide Assembly, these communion
sets will be gifts from the Evangelical Outreach and
Congregational Mission program unit to 30 mission
congregations across the ELCA.
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The hand-blown glass cup was made by Palestinian artisans

at the Hebron Glass and Ceramics Factory.  Members of the
Conference of Bishops visited this family-owned business on
their January 2009 trip to the Middle East.  The Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land is the only Arabic-
speaking Lutheran denomination in the world and the only
indigenously led Lutheran church in the Middle East.  It has a
special calling to work for reconciliation among those who have
been victimized by war, to concentrate actively on peace
education, and to initiate dialogue among Christians, Muslims,
and Jews for truth and reconciliation.

To learn more about the Hebron Class and Ceramics
Factory, visit: http://www.hgcfact.com/index.php?cPath=21 .
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The hand-blown recycled glass pitcher was made in Dhaka,

Bangladesh, at Jahanara Cottage Industries.  Artisans there sort,
wash, melt, and re-form the glass.  Locally harvested palm leaf
fibers are washed, dried in the sun, and woven over the glass.
Jahanara Cottage Industries is a rural-based organization offering
handicraft training and adult education to men and women from
15 villages.  To learn more:  http://www.tenthousandvillages.com/
catalog/product.detail.php?product_id=7266 . 

�	����
Spiraling patterns in earth tones of dark brown, adobe, and

wheat adorn this handwoven basket from Uganda.  Natural and
dyed raffia palm leaves are woven around banana fiber.  These
baskets traditionally are used for giving gifts to friends and
family.  Women work out of their homes, turning a household
skill into income that supports their families.  To learn more:
http://www.tenthousandvillages.com/catalog/product.detail.ph
p?product_id=4046 .
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The colorful basket liner was woven by women in San

Marcos La Laguna, Guatemala, for MayaWorks, a collaboration
of women from Guatemala and North America whose mission is
to empower Maya women to end their cycle of poverty and
improve their lives.  For more information on this organization,
go to: https://mayaworks.org/cart/product.php?item_id=HBL .
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The oil used for anointing comes from 800 olive trees grown

by the Lutheran World Federation on the Mount of Olives in
Jerusalem.  The olives are produced without the use of pesticides
or chemical fertilizers.  Local workers and volunteers harvest the
olives by hand each fall.  Following the harvest, most of the fruit
is pressed at an olive press in Beit Jala or Latrun.  The oil is used
on patients at the Augusta Victoria Hospital or sold for income
to offset the hospital’s operational costs.  The hospital is
operated by the Lutheran World Federation through its
Department for World Service program in Jerusalem.  You can
learn more here: http://www.lwfjerusalem.org/olive_oil.htm .
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In 1998, as the world approached the new millennium, the

monastic community of Saint John’s Abbey in Collegeville,
Minn., wished to mark that great turning point in history in a
meaningful way.  Desiring something based on Benedictine
tradition that would serve Christians for centuries to come, the
community  commissioned a handwritten and illuminated Bible
that would illuminate the Word of God for future generations,
The Saint John’s Bible.

This Bible is being created by a group of scribes and artists
in a scriptorium in Wales under the artistic direction of Donald
Jackson, one of the world’s foremost calligraphers and Senior
Scribe to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth’s Crown Office at the
House of Lords.  The members of this team began working on
the pages of the Bible in 2000, and they continue working today
toward their goal of completing this monumental task by the end
of 2010.  When finished, the seven large-scale volumes of The
Saint John’s Bible will have a permanent home at the Hill
Museum and Manuscript Library on the campus of Saint John’s
Abbey and University.

The Saint John’s Bible is incorporating many of the
characteristics of its medieval predecessors: it is being written on
vellum, using quills, natural handmade inks, hand-ground
pigments, and gild such as gold leaf, silver leaf, and platinum.
And yet, it is employing the modern New Revised Standard
Version (NRSV) as well as contemporary scripts and over 160
magnificent illuminations.

The Bible as the Word of God is sacred.  For this reason,
Saint John’s undertakes this project with profound reverence and
respect.  The Saint John’s Bible will reflect the values and
traditions of the Saint John’s community, with an emphasis on
humility, truth, beauty, and respect for creation. 

Used in worship and gracing the center of this year’s
Churchwide Assembly is a full-size reproduction of the Gospels
and Acts from The Saint John’s Bible.  While this volume does
not have the texture and goldwork of the original, it does give
one a sense of the magnitude and scope of the project.  This
volume, with its 136 pages of elegant script and over 25 artworks
and illuminations, will be used in all of the assembly’s liturgies
and remain on display throughout the week.

Assembly participants also are invited to spend some time
in the special meditation corner, near the entrance of Hall D.
Twelve reproduction prints from the Bible Project, a meditation
guide, and small-scale trade editions of the volumes completed
so far in The Saint John’s Bible will be available for viewing. A

second full-scale paper copy of the Pentateuch from the Bible
project also will be on display in the meditation area, opened to
various pages during the assembly week.

As a special feature, Tim Ternes, the director of The Saint
John’s Bible project, will be at the assembly in Hall D near The
Saint John’s Bible exhibit on Tuesday, August 18, and Thursday,
August 20 from 11:00 A.M.–2:00 P.M. each day.  On both days,
Tim will be bringing one original handwritten page from the
project along with a magnificent, full-scale fine art quality
reproduction of “Wisdom Books.”  This museum-quality
reproduction volume, known as the “Heritage Edition,” recreates
the look of the gold work in the illuminations and will give
viewers the closest experience to seeing the original folios.

The Saint John’s Bible is intended to be a contemporary,
ecumenical Bible for the 21st century.  The major themes have
been chosen carefully to reflect issues that are important to
today’s church and that reflect the character and values of the
Saint John’s Benedictine community.  The Saint John’s Bible is
a spiritual, educational, and artistic undertaking.  It is intended to
be a prophetic witness to the Word of God today, an opportunity
for learning and scholarship, and a dignified expression of the
Benedictine vision: “That in all things God may be glorified.”
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Since the social statement “Caring for Creation: Vision,
Hope, and Justice” was approved at the 1993 Churchwide
Assembly, the ELCA has strengthened its efforts in caring for
God’s creation.  The ELCA seeks to improve its efforts each year
by making each assembly more environmentally friendly than
the last.  In addition, the 2007 Churchwide Assembly called on
the Office of the Secretary to develop a method of distributing
assembly minutes electronically as one way of moving toward
greener assemblies.
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The Minneapolis Convention Center is committed to

achieving environmentally responsible goals.  Staff are trained
on an ongoing basis in order to increase their awareness of
recycling procedures and benefits.  Nearly 100% of cleaning
products used are green-certified.  Public restrooms are power-
washed, a more efficient and sanitary means of cleaning than
hand-washing.  The lighting has been updated to meet codes for
energy efficiency standards, including  computer  controls and
continuous monitoring to dim the lights or turn them off
whenever possible.  The heating and cooling system also is
monitored constantly to maximize energy efficiency.
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The Minneapolis Convention Center practices recycling

whenever possible.  Approximately 98% of all cardboard used at
the Convention Center is recycled.  Multi-stream containers
collect paper, cans/bottles, and general waste throughout the
facility—a yearly average of 35.46 tons of  recycled material.
Yard waste is composted. Additionally, wood, carpet, metal, and
light bulbs are recycled whenever possible.
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The caterers that serve the Minneapolis Convention Center

also have a wide variety of green-friendly practices.  All unserved
food is collected and donated to People Serving People, St. Paul
Evangelical Food Mission, and Kid’s Café.  Recycled non-
human consumable foods are donated to Second Harvest Farms,
Inc.  These two practices amount to 100 tons of food waste
recycled annually.
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Following the Churchwide Assembly, furniture in the Parish

Nurses’ Station and other areas of the assembly will be donated
to Bridging, Inc., which serves 6,000 Minnesota families each
year.  Bridging, Inc., was founded in 1987 on the simple concept
that community resources should be shared with those in need.
The mission is to provide the economically disadvantaged with
a one-time gift of quality furniture and household items, which
helps to stabilize and improve their lives while effectively using
community resources.  Through a network of over 200 social
service agencies, eligible clients are referred to the Bridging,
Inc., warehouse for a once-in-a-lifetime shopping experience.  In
2008, Bridging served over 17,000 individuals.  This is double
the number of individuals served five years ago. 
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The binders provided to voting and advisory members for
the contents of the Pre-Assembly Report were designed with the
environment in mind.  They are made of recycled material and
are recyclable, including the metal rings.  They were designed
specifically without vinyl covers in order to avoid the use of
toxic chemicals, as well as to eliminate completely an entire
secondary manufacturing process that requires additional time
and energy.  Soy ink, which uses fewer volatile chemicals, was
used in the printing process.  Finally, the binders were designed
without reference to the Churchwide Assembly and the year.
The simple use of the ELCA brandmark allows for the binders to
be reused conveniently in a variety of ELCA settings.

Following the closing of the Churchwide Assembly, if you
do not wish to take your binder home with you, please return it
to the tables near the entrance to the plenary hall (Hall E) so that
it may be reused by the ELCA.  Additionally, please pass your
red and green voting cards and your white motion card to the end
of your row where they, too, will be collected for reuse.
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The Churchwide Assembly registration team reduced

drastically its amount of paper by handling all registrations either
online or over the telephone.  In addition to reducing the amount
of paper used, the ELCA also saved money on postage by
reducing the total number of mailings.  Correspondence occurred
via e-mail whenever possible. 

The registration team thanks you for this partnership in
practicing good stewardship of the environment and other
resources.  While there are always a few challenges to work out
in developing new means of communication, we hope that it was,
on the whole, a positive experience.  If you have any suggestions
for how we can continue assembly greening efforts, please
indicate those on the Churchwide Assembly evaluation form,
which you will receive at the final plenary session.
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The 2009 Pre-Assembly Report was distributed prior to this

assembly in one installment, reducing the total number of copies
printed for replacement voting members and necessitating fewer
postal mailings.  The various individual reports were posted on
the Web site as they became available.  The 2009 Pre-Assembly
Report also was shorter by 61 pages, thus saving nearly 46,000
sheets of paper.
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The plant arrangements in the plenary hall and the worship

space, which feature a variety of perennials, were selected with
the ELCA’s social statement, “Caring for Creation,” in mind.
These perennials, as well as the other plants and trees, will find
a permanent home in the gardens around Central Lutheran
Church.  The congregation’s Gardening Corps will oversee
replanting early next week.
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Many of the items distributed during the Churchwide

Assembly, including the tote bags, name badge holders, mouse
pads, and ribbons, were provided by Promotional Product
Solutions (PPS), a socially responsible company.  PPS is a
carbon-neutral green business approved by Green America.  PPS
is proud to be a minority-owned business certified through the
National Minority Supplier Development Council.  It is the only
distributor in the industry to evaluate mainstream product
suppliers for socially responsible practices as a standard business
practice.  PPS donates 1% of its total profits to Planet, an
environmental organization.  It also offsets the greenhouse-gas
emissions that result from the transport of the items from the
manufacturer to the buyer.
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The red vests that are being worn by volunteers were made

by St. Paul Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, by Latina women
new to the U.S.  The group works under the leadership of Pr.
Luisa Cabello Hansel (an immigrant) and other volunteers to
support each other, to grow in faith, love, and wisdom, and to
gain skills in the English language, cooking, and sewing.  To
enhance family incomes, the group began to gather sewing
machines and fabrics to produce baptismal and Communion
garments for sale.  To enable the purchase of industrial sewing
machines and embroidery machines, they sold tamales.  Selling
tamales enriched also the relationship between this ministry of
St. Paul Lutheran Church and other partner congregations.

Producing the 300 red vests for the 2009 Churchwide
Assembly is the largest project this group has ever undertaken.
They are very pleased to play a role in the ministry of the ELCA
and illustrate the assembly’s theme: “God’s work. Our hands.”
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Assembly Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 211 B
Assembly Information Desk
Nominations Desk (see p. 9 for hours)

Accredited News Media . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103 D
Augsburg Fortress Bookstore . . . . . . . . . . . . 102 A/B & E/F
Communication Staff Room . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 211 C
Computer Support and Web Team . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103 B
E-mail Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103 A
Friends of Bill W. Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 206 A

(immediately following afternoon plenary session)

The Lutheran Magazine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 212 A
News Conferences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103 F
News Service Staff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103 E
Parish Nurses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outside Hall E
Registration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outside Hall D
Run, Walk, ‘n’ Roll . . . . . . Outside 2nd Ave. So. Entrance
Stretch and Pray . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lounge A
Volunteer Check-in . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 207 B
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1A: Alaska Synod
1B: Northwest Washington Synod
1C: Southwestern Washington Synod
1D: Eastern Washington-Idaho Synod
1E: Oregon Synod
1F: Montana Synod

2A: Sierra Pacific Synod
2B: Southwest California Synod
2C: Pacifica Synod
2D: Grand Canyon Synod
2E: Rocky Mountain Synod

3A: Western North Dakota Synod
3B: Eastern North Dakota Synod
3C: South Dakota Synod
3D: Northwestern Minnesota Synod
3E: Northeastern Minnesota Synod
3F: Southwestern Minnesota Synod
3G: Minneapolis Area Synod
3H: Saint Paul Area Synod
3I: Southeastern Minnesota Synod

4A: Nebraska Synod
4B: Central States Synod
4C: Arkansas-Oklahoma Synod
4D: Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana Synod
4E: Southwestern Texas Synod
4F: Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod

5A: Metropolitan Chicago Synod
5B: Northern Illinois Synod
5C: Central/Southern Illinois Synod
5D: Southeastern Iowa Synod
5E: Western Iowa Synod
5F: Northeastern Iowa Synod
5G: Northern Great Lakes Synod
5H: Northwest Synod of Wisconsin
5I: East-Central Synod of Wisconsin
5J: Greater Milwaukee Synod
5K: South-Central Synod of Wisconsin
5L: La Crosse Area Synod

6A: Southeast Michigan Synod
6B: North/West Lower Michigan Synod
6C: Indiana-Kentucky Synod
6D: Northwestern Ohio Synod
6E: Northeastern Ohio Synod
6F: Southern Ohio Synod

7A: New Jersey Synod
7B: New England Synod
7C: Metropolitan New York Synod
7D: Upstate New York Synod
7E: Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod
7F: Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod
7G: Slovak Zion Synod

8A: Northwestern Pennsylvania Synod
8B: Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod
8C: Allegheny Synod
8D: Lower Susquehanna Synod
8E: Upper Susquehanna Synod
8F: Delaware-Maryland Synod
8G: Metropolitan Washington, D.C., Synod
8H: West Virginia-Western Maryland Synod

9A: Virginia Synod
9B: North Carolina Synod
9C: South Carolina Synod
9D: Southeastern Synod
9E: Florida-Bahamas Synod
9F: Caribbean Synod
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A Churchwide Officers
B Resource Members – staging area
C Church Council Members
D Chairs of Committees and Boards, 

Exec. Dirs. of Churchwide Units

E Resource Members
F Invited Guests
G Ecumenical Guests and 

Lutheran World Federation
H Seminary Faculty Resource Persons
I Seminary Presidents
J ELCA College and University Presidents
K Synodical Officers and Staff Members
L Unit Staff

M Accredited News Media
N Bishops’ Spouses
O Regional Coordinators
P Youth Convocation
Q Young Rostered Leaders
R Congregational Observers
P Young Rostered Leaders
S Secretary’s Deputy
T Assembly Staff Members
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