The following information is offered as an aid filvose
seeking assistance in parliamentary procedure. palje
references are to the 10th EditionRdbert's Rules of Order,
Newly Revised published by Perseus Publishing.
summarizing the motions and the requirements foh eppear
on pp. 28-29 of this section of tABO09 Pre-Assembly Report
(Note: Parliamentary procedure may be modified hg t
Churchwide Assembly’s Rules of Organization anccBdure.)

An item of business can be taken out of its prescriorder
a) by adopting, by a two-thirds vote, a motion tspend the
rules, or b) by unanimous consent (p. 351), ondeu a special
assembly rule by majority vote when the changedpased by
the chair.
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A motion that focuses on a single question, busiig of

several parts, each of which can stand as a digtioposal, even

Chartsf separated from the other parts, may be consilanel voted

upon as separate parts following adoption of aondb “divide
the question.” The motion to divide must stateadie the
manner in which the question is to be divided @§2—263).

A “germane” matter is something closely relatedoto
having a bearing on a motion before the assenfimotion to
amend must be germane to the motion to be amendedyo
new subject can be introduced under the preteatrobtion to
amend (p. 125). In debate a member’s remarkslpeugtrmane
to the question before the assembly; i.e., thestants must
have a bearing on whether the pending motion shHmutiopted
(p. 379).

A motion may be amended before it is voted upon by

inserting words, striking out words, striking outdainserting

words, adding words at the end of a sentence, @pstituting.

A motion to amend must be germane to the motiorbdo
amended. A motion to amend requires a seconépiatdble, if
the motion to be amended is debatable; can be aderetjuires
a majority vote even though the motion amendedirega two-

thirds vote for its adoption; and can be recongde(pp.

108-111, 126-128).

If a member believes that the chair has ruled msatly, an
appeal may be made. However, an appeal may noisbe if
the chair has expressed only an opinion (p. 2B@)appeal must
be made at the time of the ruling; if any debatbuginess has
intervened, it is not in order. An appeal mustsbeonded; is
debatable, unless it addresses a matter of decmrtime matter
appealed from is not debatable; is not amendabteaanajority
vote or tie sustains the decision of the chair.appeal may not
be reconsidered.
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Members always should act with decorum. Memberalsh
address only the chair; they should refer to atpeakers by title
or some other designation, and should avoid mengomames,
if possible. A speaker’s motives should not bdechinto
qguestion. During debate, presentations, and resrfaokn the
stage, members should avoid conduct that wouldidisthe
assembly (pp. 22-23, 41, 379-382).
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Incidental motions usually relate to questionsrafcedure
and, unlike subsidiary motions, do not have a rarkey
include:

Point of order

Appeal

Suspend the rules

Objection to consideration of the question

Division of a question

Consideration by paragraph or seriatim

Division of the assembly

Motions relating to methods of voting and polls

Motions relating to nominations

Parliamentary inquiry

Point of information

Request permission to withdraw or modify a motion

Request to read papers

Request for any other privilege
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A motion to lay on the table, if adopted, would pérthe
assembly to put aside temporarily a pending questiothat a
more urgent matter can be considered. This matqgnires a
second; cannot be debated; cannot be amendedyrescpi
majority vote; and only a negative vote may be nsatered (pp.
201-204).

A motion to lay on the table should not be madbsfintent
is to “kill” the pending motion (p. 208). See “Rpsne
Indefinitely” below.
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The purpose of this motion may be 1) to shortenoor
increase the limit placed upon each speaker, 2intib the
number of speeches, 3) to close debate at a spécifne, or
4) to close debate after a specified period of tiffikis motion
requires a second; can be amended; cannot be debzdaires
a two-thirds vote; and can be reconsidered (pp-188).
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This motion is used to test the assembly’s desiemn ¢o
consider an original main motion. It must be maamediately
after the question is stated by the chair and kdfwre has been
any debate or higher-ranking motion stated by tiarc Its use
is to prevent discussion on controversial or peaisgnestions.
A member may rise and, without waiting for recommit say, “I
object to the consideration of the question (oriomt” A
second is not required, and the motion may notdiatkd or
amended. A two-thirds vote is required to suséairobjection
to consideration. A negative vote can be recomsii€pp.
258-261).
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Prior to speaking in the assembly, whether to naaketion
or to engage in debate, a member must obtaindbe, fle., be
recognized by the chair as having the right to ka¢shat time.

Microphones are placed at convenient locationshsd t
members may address the chair when no one elséithéisor.”
Once recognized by the chair, the member is edtiiespeak,
subject to the limitations in the Rules of Orgati@a and
Procedure.

Persons recognized by the chair are asked to fgenti

themselves by giving their names and the namdseafsynods.
In a few instances, it is not necessary to seasgration of

the chair before speaking. These include:
to appeal a decision by the chair—appeal to be rhaftee
any debate or other business has intervened (Fp252);
to suggest amount, name, place, date, or numbéfal to
blanks” when invited by the chair (pp. 155-160);
to call for “division,” if vote is doubtful (pp. 2F273);
to call for a count, if the result of the “divisibis in doubt
(pp. 270-273);
to extend time for consideration of a pending goeasbr
until scheduled recess or adjournment, when thersrdf
the day are announced or called for (pp. 215-216);
to call for the orders of the day (pp. 211-216);
to raise a point of order, or a question of order 240-247);
to make a parliamentary inquiry (pp. 281-282);
to raise a question of privilege, unless a pers@péaking
or unless such interruption is unavoidable (pp222);
to request permission to read a paper or a seatiaiook
(pp. 280-281, 286-287);
to move reconsideration of a motion previously datpon
(pp. 304-321);
to request permission to withdraw a motion, or twdify a
motion, that has been stated by the chair (pp. 286);
to object to consideration of the question (pp.-2Z58L).
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A motion calling for the “Orders of the Day” is matbr the
purpose of requiring the assembly to conform toaiepted
agenda. The chair will rule on the motion. Uporad for the
“Orders of the Day” by a single member, the assgminlist
return to the approved agenda, unless by a twdshiote the
assembly refuses to proceed to the orders of therday a two-
thirds vote the assembly adopts a motion to suspienclles.
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If a member believes that the rules of the assearelypeing
violated, he or she may rise to a “point of order™raise a
guestion of order.” This calls upon the chair foruling and
enforcement of the assembly’s rules. A “point afey” may be
made by raising a white card from the member’s, saadn if
someone has the floor; it does not require a secisndot
debatable or amendable; is normally ruled upoméyghair; and
cannot be reconsidered. It must be raised airtieethe alleged
breach of rules occurs, unless the breach is ogdpin243).

A motion to “postpone indefinitely” is used for oagthree
purposes: 1) to dispose of an ill-considered nmotigthout
voting on it directly; or 2) to get a “reading” dme strength of
those supporting and those opposing a main motior3) to
extend the limits of debate on a matter. The éfiethe motion,
if adopted, is to “kill” the main motion. The moti to postpone
indefinitely requires a second; is debatable; cabr@mended,;
requires a majority vote; and only an affirmativeter can be
reconsidered (pp. 121-124).

A member has the right to make a motion to postpatien
on another motion 1) so that it can be discussem fiudly at a
more convenient time, or 2) because arguments addatduring
debate have indicated the need to make a decis#lager time.
The time to which the motion is to be postponediihbe stated
definitely in this motion. The motion requires acend; is
debatable, but only with respect to the proposedgomement;
and can be amended. A majority vote is requirddsasnthe
effect of the postponement is to create a speoitrpin which
case atwo-thirds vote is required; however, amaiment to the
motion to postpone to a certain time requires @nlyajority
vote. The motion to postpone to a certain time ban
reconsidered (pp. 172-183).
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To move the “previous question” is to bring theessbly to
an immediate decision as to whether debate on anatbtion
should cease. The maker of the motion must prot¢eea
microphone and be properly recognized by the chady
assembly rule, the motion cannot be made by somebaéhas
first participated in the debate. This motion riegsia second;
is not debatable; cannot be amended; requires-#hivets vote;
and can be reconsidered before any vote is takdarut If
adopted, the assembly proceeds, without furtheatgelo vote




on the pending question. If the previous quesgamoved on
“all pending questions,” and adopted, the assembbgzeeds
without further debate, to vote successively onhepending
question (pp. 189-201).
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(In order of precedence from highest to lowest,|& &b
Fix the time to which to adjourn
Adjourn
Recess
Question of Privilege
Call for Orders of the Day
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The assembly can “go into the quasi committee ef th

whole” to discuss under conditions of freedom agjnating
those of a committee a matter that can best beusisd
informally (p. 160).

The motion to go into the quasi committee of thelths a
form of the motion to refer, and the motion may cfyethe
format and applicable procedures. No binding dectssmay be
taken by a quasi committee of the whole; howevenay make
recommendations to the assembly. Absent spedificat the
motion to refer, the rules of debate approved leyaksembly
apply in the quasi committee of the whole.

The chair of the quasi committee of the whole is th

presiding officer (p. 513).

During the period when the assembly is meeting qisasi
committee of the whole, even through the commitieesists
solely of members having vote and voice, it is tecdlly not the
assembly (pp. 521-523).
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Should it be deemed desirable to return to a matimrady
voted on, whether adopted or rejected, a motiomasle to
reconsider the vote on that subject, if such aonds otherwise
in order. Such motion may be offered only by ofewoted on
the prevailing side of the issue, and may be matieam the day
the previous vote on the subject was taken or @nnxt
succeeding day of assembly business. If adoptedjuestion
before the assembly is exactly the same questidrit éin the
form as at the time the original vote was takeihe Totion to
reconsider requires a second; is debatable if thibomto be
reconsidered is debatable; cannot be amended; resgai
majority vote; and cannot be reconsidered (pp. 324}
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This motion may be used to commit a main motioth wr
without amendments and with or without subsidiaptions, to
the Church Council, a churchwide unit to be dedigghdy the
Church Council for study and report to a futuresadsly (or for
interim action), or to an assembly committee orpacsal
committee for study and report back to the presssembly.
The motion to refer requires a second; is debataida be
amended; requires a majority vote; and cannot tensdered,
if the committee has begun to function (pp. 1603171

6 " )
"$ | 4

These two motions may be applied to an earlieoadf an
assembly. If adopted, the motion to rescind hasefifect of
nullifying the earlier action; the motion to amesdmething
previously adopted is to be used, if only a parthef earlier
action is to be changed. The motion requires argkcis
debatable; and can be amended. Under proposetlzgseles,
a two-thirds vote is necessary to adopt, and dortisin and
bylaw amendments, once approved, cannot be restinde

amended. Only a negative vote can be reconsidgpd
293-299).
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“Standing Rules of the Convention” cannot confliith the
constitution or bylaws, but they can modify rulestained in the
parliamentary authority, as well as other matteFhese rules,
known as the Churchwide Assembly Rules of Orgaiuinatnd
Procedure, while applying to only the immediateadsly, often
have become developed to a point where theretls dhange
from one assembly to another. While the rulespaesented
under an enacting motion, they are in fact a grofupeparate
main motions.
consideration of particular rules for purposes abate,
amendment, deletion, or addition. These requestsdparate
consideration will be held in abeyance without lgeinted upon
until after the remainder of the rules (those fbiak no requests
for separate consideration were made) have begrtediby a
two-thirds vote. Then each of the requests wilcbesidered,
with a two-thirds vote required if a parliamentante from
Robert’'s Rules of Ordés being changed or a simple majority
vote if no parliamentary rule is involved.
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(In order of precedence from highest to lowest,|&&h
Lay on the Table
Previous Question
Limit Debate
Postpone to a Certain Time
Refer or Commit
Amend
Postpone Indefinitely
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A motion to strike out an entire paragraph, sectaticle,
or a complete main motion and to insert a diffeqgriagraph,
section, article, or main motion is a motion to stithte. A
motion to substitute is a type of motion to amenbe motion to
substitute requires a second; is debatable, ifrtodion is
debatable; requires a majority vote; and is ameedab
Amendments can be made first to the original awea o the
substitute motion. Unlike other motions to amesehate may
address both the original text and the substifptel47). When
both have been perfected, the vote is taken onhegheb
substitute the proposed substitute (with any amemdisrio it that
have been adopted) for the original paragraphicsgdirticle, or

Voting members may request separate



main motion with any amendments that previously badn
adopted. A majority vote is required. If the nootto substitute
has been adopted, the substitute becomes the pgratimgraph,
section, article, or main motion, and then the stuted material
cannot be amended except by adding something tes dot
alter the content of the substituted material. ¥Wimaterial has
been substituted for other material, the assembist istill vote
on whether the substituted material is to be adbpte
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If, by reason of the assembly’s rules, it is nosgible
according tdRobert’s Rules of Orddo take a procedural action
(such as bringing forward an action scheduled faterl
consideration), a member may move to suspend kbg 8iating
the specific purpose to be achieved, but not tleeifp rule.

Any such suspension of rules, however, may notlicbnf
with the constitution or bylaws of this church, with the
fundamental principles of parliamentary law. A onotto
suspend the rules requires a second; cannot bdedelznd
cannot be amended. Under a proposed assemblyartien-
thirds vote is required to adopt. It cannot beorssidered (pp.
252-258).
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The purpose of a motion to “take from the tablabisnable
renewed consideration of a motion that had prelduesen laid
on the table. Such motion is in order any timerafte business
that interfered with consideration at an earlienetihas been
completed, provided no other business is beforagisembly.
A matter that has been tabled dies at the closeeodssembly,
if no motion is adopted to take it from the tabl.motion to
take it from the table requires a second; cannatdimated; and
cannot be amended. A majority vote is requireddopt. It
cannot be reconsidered (pp. 289-293).

*

The Rules of Organization and Procedure of thenalslye
describe voting protocols.
Most motions can be adopted by a majority of thenbrers
present and voting, provided a quorum is present.
Under Robert's Rules of Orderthe following motions
require a two-thirds vote of members present atidgto adopt:
Amend or rescind something previously adopted, if
notice has not been given;
Close nominations;
Discharge an order for the day before it is pending
Extend time for consideration of pending questimm,
time until scheduled adjournment or recess;
Limit or extend limits of debate;
Make a special order;
Previous question;
Refuse to proceed to the orders of the day;
Suspend the rules;
Take up a question out of its proper order, or takan
order of the day before the time for which it hasib
set (Table 46).
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For clarity and consistency, voting members shasklthe
standard language of parliamentary procedure witesducing

motions on the floor of the assembly. The chatbweoffers

standard phrases used when introducing motionydapus

purposes.

If you wish to . . .

You say. . .

Ifyouwishto. ..

You say. . .

Close the meeting

| move to adjourn.

Enforce the rules

Point of order.

Take a break

I move to recess fepécify
time duratior} or until [time
certairl.

Submit a matter to the
assembly after a ruling from
the chair

| appeal the decision of the
chair.

Register a complaint

| rise to a question of priyde

Suspend the rules

I move to suspend the ruleq.

Require the assembly to returm
to its agenda

| call for the orders of the day.

Lay a matter aside temporarily

| move to lay thestioe on
the table.

Close debate

I move the previous question.

Limit or extend debate

I move that debate be lintited.

Postpone to a certain time

| move to postpone thiomo
to [time certain.

Refer the motion to a committeg

| move to referrtiwgion to
[committee nanje

Modify wording of the motion

| move to amend theiowoby . . .

Kill the main motion

I move that the motion be
postponed indefinitely.

Bring business before the assembT

| move thair. .
Imoveto...

Avoid a main motion altogethe

| object to the cdesition of . . .

Divide a motion

| move to divide the question

Demand a rising vote

I move for a rising vote.

Ask a parliamentary law question

Parliamentary ingui

Request for information

Point of information.

Take a matter from the table

| move to take fromtéinde. . .

Reconsider a motion

| move to reconsider . . .

Cancel a previous action

| move to rescind . . .

NOTES FOR CHARTS ON FOLLOWING PAGES:

* = Exceptions exist

+ = Only an affirmative vote can be reconsidered
- = Only a negative vote can be reconsidered

M = Majority
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