






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Action: Yes-754; No-38
CA95.7.64 To amend C13.04. in the Model Constitution for Congregations as follows:

C13.04. A Staff Support Mutual Ministry Committee (in the absence of a staff
support mutual ministry committee, their duties shall be fulfilled by the executive committee)
shall be appointed jointly by the president and the pastor.  Term of office shall be two years, with
three members to be appointed each successive year.  Committee members will hold no other
office in the congregation during their term.

Consideration then resumed of the motion previously offered by the Rev. George E. Keck
[Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod].  Secretary Almen offered the following introductory
comments, stating, “As a matter of information to the assembly, Pastor Keck’s amendment to
C13.04. was presented before the deadline for such amendments on Friday, August 18, and was
referred to the Committee of Reference and Counsel.  At that time its only defect was the lack of
15 signatures.  Two persons have certified, including our general counsel, Mr. David J. Hardy,
that the required 15 signatures are now present and are available for the record of this assembly. 
When the Reference and Counsel Committee reports on this matter, there will be a
recommendation.  This background is germane to what is before us.”

Report of the Reference and Counsel Committee
Motion K: Amendment to Model Constitution for Congregations, Provision C13.04.
Reference: Continued from Minutes, pages 616-617; continued on Minutes, pages 660-695.

Ms. Lorraine G. Bergquist, co-chair of the Committee of Reference and Counsel, introduced
the committee’s recommendation with respect to Motion K, submitted by the Rev. George E.
Keck [Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod].  She reported that the committee recommended the
following:

Moved;
Seconded: To refer the following, Motion K, to the Legal and Constitutional Review
Committee of the Church Council for review and consideration:
Whereas, the change in title to “Mutual Ministry” brings C13.04. into parallel wording with
S11.04., so both synodical bishop and rostered persons in congregations have the same
committees for mutual conversation and consolation; and 
Whereas, the Mutual Ministry Committee for a synodical bishop does not have the limitation or
confusing sentence stating that committee members can “hold no other office . . . during their
term;” and
Whereas, there has been considerable confusion regarding what the words, “no other office,”
mean (Does it mean council president, treasurer, WELCA president, WELCA treasurer, church
school superintendent?); therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that C13.04. be amended by deleting the final sentence, “Committee members will
hold no other office in the congregation during their term.”

Pastor Keck then moved:

Moved;
Seconded: To substitute the Resolved paragraph in Motion K, “that C13.04. be amended by



deleting the final sentence, ‘Committee members will hold no other office in the congregation
during their term,’” for the recommendation to refer.

Pastor Keck spoke to his motion stating, “As I shared with the assembly, it is quite
inconsistent to have such a sentence limiting congregations, rather than allowing them to select
those most qualified persons.  I would urge the adoption of this substitution.”

Bishop Jon S. Enslin [South-Central Synod of Wisconsin] spoke against the substitute.  He
said, “It is the strong recommendation within our synod that people who are on the Staff Support
or Mutual Ministry Committee not be people who have positions of great responsibility, because
in the context of that, they may be the very people that the rostered people have some difficulties
with.  You need to have someone who is not in that area of responsibility to whom you can
speak.  If the person is the president of the congregation—where do you go if you have problems
with the president of the congregation?  The fact is, it is essential for this committee, if it does its
proper function, to have people who are not in responsible positions in the congregation.”

The Rev. Peter A. Pettit [Pacifica Synod] spoke against the substitution and for referral for
further study and said, “It seems to me that there is considerable confusion.  The previous
speaker just indicated one possible interpretation of this sentence in the Model Constitution of
Congregations.  There are other possible interpretations.  Before we make a decision as to how to
change that, it is appropriate for us to have clarity about what it is that the sentence was first
intended to give us in this church and then come to clear wording about how to provide for that.”

The Rev. Larry V. Smoose [Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod] spoke in favor of the
substitution.  He said, “First of all, by deleting that sentence, it does not mean that you must have
officers that will then be a part of [the Mutual Ministry Committee].  I also would point out that
the Model Constitution for Congregations provision already has a redundancy.  It says, ‘(in the
absence of a mutual ministry committee, their duties shall be fulfilled by the executive
committee),’ which are all officers of the congregation.  I see an inconsistency there.”
 The Rev. Eric C. Kutzli [Western Iowa Synod] concurred with the previous speaker, stating,
“It is not forbidding the possibility that committee members would have to be officers, it is
allowing them to choose the people who are best suited for the job.  I think some of these things
can be left to the discretion of the people in our congregations who may be able to make
decisions on their own behalf.”

Ms. Barbara Bernstengel [New Jersey Synod] spoke in favor of the substitute, stating, “As a
member of a rather small congregation, I really think this substitute would be helpful.  We do not
even have very formal committees in our congregation—everything is rather on an ad hoc basis
and we need to just call upon our leaders in our congregation to perform certain duties.”

An unidentified voting member called the question:

Moved; Two-Thirds Vote Required
Seconded; Voice Vote
Carried: To move the previous question.

Moved;
Seconded; Yes-599; No-240
Carried: To substitute the ResolveD paragraph in Motion K, “that C13.04. be amended by
deleting the final sentence, ‘Committee members will hold no other office in the congregation



during their term,’” for the recommendation to refer.

Assembly 
Action Yes-693; No-167
CA95.7.65 To amend provision C13.04. by deleting the final sentence, “Committee members
will hold no other office in the congregation during their term.” 

Bishop Chilstrom observed that the previous action completed all matters related to the
amendment of the governing documents of this church.

Mr. Carlos Peña, co-chair of the Committee of Reference and Counsel, then stated that he
and co-chair, Ms. Lorraine G. Bergquist would like to thank the committee, the members of
which were listed in 1995 Pre-Assembly Report, Volume 2, page 580 [See also page 711 of these
minutes.].  He clarified that when the committee “moved to refer a resolution to a particular unit
of the churchwide organization, it was so that the idea mentioned in the resolution can be
thoroughly researched by the appropriate unit and then brought back for possible action at a
future assembly.”  He also indicated that, because of the limited time remaining prior to
adjournment, only the “Resolved” paragraphs of the remaining motions submitted by assembly
members and the recommendation of the Committee of Reference and Counsel would be read.

Prior to presentation of the next motion, Mr. Douglas Reeves [Rocky Mountain Synod]
moved the following:
Moved;
Seconded: To consider en bloc the following motions to refer: D, E, N, O, P, and R; and the
following motions to approve: A, I, L, and Q.

Bishop Chilstrom stated that the motion was appropriate, but cautioned assembly members
that by voting to act upon the motions in question en bloc, the motions subsequently could not be
debated.

An unidentified voting member asked why Motion B was not included in the author’s
motion, since approval of Motion B also was recommended by the Committee of Reference and
Counsel.  Bishop Chilstrom confirmed that not all motions recommended for referral or approval
had been included in the motion now before the assembly. 

Ms. Christine Davis [New England Synod] spoke against the motion, stating, “These items
contain too many diverse issues, things that we really need to talk about, things we started talking
about, and we really need the time to consider them individually.”

Mr. John Crofts [Indiana-Kentucky Synod] concurred, stating, “I speak against the motion
for the same reasons.”

The Rev. Carol A. Jensen [Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod] commented, “I also speak
against the motion and particularly related to Motion N.”

Mr. Terry Speese [North/West Lower Michigan Synod] spoke against the motion, “because
of the diversity of each of these recommendations.”

An unidentified voting member said, “I also take exception, because of Motion I.”
The Rev. Amandus J. Derr [New Jersey Synod] called the question.

Moved; Two-Thirds Vote Required
Seconded; Voice Vote



Carried: To move the previous question.

Moved;
Seconded; Yes-262; No-603
Defeated: To consider en bloc the following motions to refer, D, E, N, O, P, and R; and the
following motions to approve, A, I, L, and Q.

Motion A:  African Development Foundation and 
Development Fund for Africa

Bishop Chilstrom called upon Ms. Bergquist to continue the report of the committee.  She
then introduced Motion A submitted by the Rev. Gail A. Brodersen-Heins [South-Central Synod
of Wisconsin] and the recommendation of the Committee of Reference and Counsel.

Moved;
Seconded: Whereas, the old economic order of apartheid, colonialism, and slavery helped
devastate Africa, leaving it the poorest of all continents of the world; and
Whereas, the United States Congress created the African Development Foundation and the
Development Fund for Africa as a way to protect necessary development aid to Africa where
one-eighth of the world’s people live; and
Whereas, the United States Senate, through a recision bill, reduced 1995 funding for the African
Development Foundation from $17 million to $10 million and the Development Fund for Africa
from $802 million to $780 million; and 
Whereas, the United States Senate proposes 1996 funding for the Development Fund for Africa
be reduced to $528 million out of a total of $12.1 billion for the entire Foreign Aid Bill; and
Whereas, African countries critically need U.S. development assistance to build schools and
roads, purify drinking water, pay for immunization medicine, and fight childhood diseases;
therefore be it
RESOLVED, that members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America be encouraged to
contact their United States senators and urge restoration of the 1995 funding level of $17 million
for the African Development Foundation and $802 million for the Development Fund for Africa
and continuance of that development aid amount for 1996.

REFERENCE AND COUNSEL
RECOMMENDATION

The committee notes the urgency required on legislation currently before the U.S. Senate
and the present advocacy on behalf of African development funding by the Lutheran Office for
Governmental Affairs.  Further noted is the possible necessity of ongoing advocacy on similar
legislation related to African development.  The committee recommends approval and
encourages immediate action by voting members, if possible, during this assembly.

Ms. Bergquist explained, “At the point that the Reference and Counsel Committee handled
this recommendation, the Service and Justice ‘wedge’ in the ‘Display Hall’ had electronic
equipment, . . . [permitting voting members to send] a message either to the president or to their
senator.  That is the reason for the final wording of our recommendation.”
 The Rev. Gail Brodersen-Heins [South-Central Synod of Wisconsin], author of the motion,



spoke to it, stating, “I did not write this.  It was written by the Southern Africa Committee of my
synod.  I thank the [Reference and Counsel] Committee for the urgent response to it and whether
it is passed or not, I urge all voting members and others to not forget our brothers and sisters in
Africa.  As we know, many of the peoples of Africa are living in terrible crises.  I thank all voting
members for voting in favor of the peace statement and for Bishop Chilstrom’s commendation of
the peace statement and our working for peace.  This is a concrete way in which we can do that. 
I hope that you will go home and write letters or call your legislator on this urgent issue.”

Mr. John Crofts [Indiana-Kentucky Synod] spoke against the motion.  He said, “I applaud
the intent of the motion.  In fact, I lived for 11 years in Central Africa and I understand very well
the distress of that continent.  I have serious reservations about the mechanism proposed.  This
assembly has heard some vivid personal testimony on the failure of government-to-government
funding to achieve its objectives.  This is the first issue I have.

“But, the main issue is again, one more time, raiding Uncle Sam’s pockets.  I would submit
there is nothing left in Uncle Sam’s pockets but a massive debt now approaching five trillions of
dollars, which no one seems to know how we are ever going to pay back, except leave it for our
children and grandchildren.  I find the proposal irresponsible in this regard.  What kind of people
are we that will save 10 cents on a plastic card holder but at a touch of a button or stroke of a
pen, we are happy to add hundreds of millions of dollars to a debt that we do not know how to
pay back.  If we approve this proposal, I believe it will make some of us feel good for a moment. 
It will put all of us that much deeper into debt, most of the funds will end up in Swiss bank
accounts, and very little will go to our brothers and sisters in Africa who desperately need it.”

The Rev. Bruce E. A. Booher [Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod] inquired whether other
business items remained in addition to the recommendations of the Committee of Reference and
Counsel.  Bishop Chilstrom indicated that only the matters presented by Reference and Counsel
Committee remained on the assembly’s agenda.

Ms. Betty Olson [Nebraska Synod] spoke in favor of the motion, stating, “The intent of this
resolution is to emphasize aid that goes toward humanitarian relief, and much of this is directed
to non-governmental organizations.  At the same time, if you are talking about tax dollars, the
humanitarian aid has decreased each year, while military support has increased.  The military
support contributes to the crises we are trying to take care of with humanitarian aid.  This is one
area that Bread for the World has worked very hard on this year.  Remember that the emphasis
here is humanitarian relief, and that it does not always go through the governmental agencies of
the country that receives it.”

Mr. Terry Speese [North/West Lower Michigan Synod] spoke against the recommendation,
stating, “In the amount of time I have spent at this assembly, I have heard words used, like
‘resources’ and ‘programs,’ but I have also heard, ‘How will we pay for this?’  As is true for this
church, it is easy to say to the government, ‘We will just let them pay for it; we can print more
money and we can send it,’ but . . . we need to be realistic now, and we need to understand that
we are no longer an untapped resource.

“One of the problems that I have with this is the fact that I am not sure that the Reference
and Counsel Committee can assure us that this money is going where it is needed.  We know we
send aid continually that does not go where it is supposed to go.  We are talking about building
roads and schools, and I do not know if this is unique to Michigan or not, but you should come
and travel on some of our roads, because they are in disrepair.  Asked why they cannot be fixed,
[we are told] it is because there is no funding for that.  We talk about building schools, but we



also have inner-city schools, we have rural schools that cannot provide the technical education
that we need in this technical age, because they simply do not have the funding.  I am not against
helping others, whether it be here in the United States or in foreign countries, but I think that, as
good stewards, we need to hold those people accountable.  I would recommend that . . . instead
of  . . . [sending] more money, what we should do is encourage each of us to contact our
representatives and make them accountable.  We need to hold them accountable.  I wanted to end
this by stating that ‘the well is running dry.’  But, that is incorrect: ‘The well is dry; the well is
getting drier.’  We need to be aware that we can no longer just continue to print and send money
wherever it is needed.” 

The Rev. Amandus J. Derr [New Jersey Synod] called the question.
Moved; Two-Thirds Vote Required
Seconded; Voice Vote
Carried: To move the previous question.

Assembly
Action Yes-514; No-322
CA95.7.66 Whereas, the old economic order of apartheid, colonialism, and slavery helped
devastate Africa, leaving it the poorest of all continents of the world; and
Whereas, the United States Congress created the African Development Foundation and the
Development Fund for Africa as a way to protect necessary development aid to Africa where
one-eighth of the world’s people live; and
Whereas, the United States Senate, through a recision bill, reduced 1995 funding for the African
Development Foundation from $17 million to $10 million and the Development Fund for Africa
from $802 million to $780 million; and 
Whereas, the United States Senate proposes 1996 funding for the Development Fund for Africa
be reduced to $528 million out of a total of $12.1 billion for the entire Foreign Aid Bill; and
Whereas, African countries critically need U.S. development assistance to build schools and
roads, purify drinking water, pay for immunization medicine, and fight childhood diseases;
therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America be encouraged to
contact their United States senators and urge restoration of the 1995 funding level of $17 million
for the African Development Foundation and $802 million for the Development Fund for Africa
and continuance of that development aid amount for 1996.

The Rev. Mark W. Holmerud [Sierra Pacific Synod] moved to limit debate: 

Moved; Two-Thirds Vote Required
Seconded; Yes-637; No-195
Carried: To suspend the rules and to limit debate on each of the items to come before the
assembly for the remainder of this plenary session to a total of eight minutes.
Motion B: U.S. Election Campaign Finance Reform

Co-Chair Peña presented Motion B, submitted by Mr. Ron Brasgalla [Southern California
(West) Synod], and the recommendation of the Committee of Reference and Counsel.

Moved;



Seconded: To refer the following motion, submitted by Mr. Ron Brasgalla [Southern
California (West) Synod], to the Division for Church in Society:
Whereas, successful election campaigns in our society are almost totally dependent upon the
expenditure of large sums of money for various forms of political advertising and other campaign
expenses; and
Whereas, the vast majority of our citizens do not have access to the large sums of money required
to conduct a successful election campaign; and
Whereas, elected officials become primarily responsive to those who financially support their
elections; and
Whereas, in most instances, less wealthy citizens are not able to be elected to public office, or
even to elect candidates who will be responsive to their needs for dignity and justice; and
Whereas, the constitution of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America states that, the Church
shall “serve in response to God’s love to meet human needs, . . . advocating dignity and justice
for all people, . . . and standing with the poor and the powerless, and committing itself to their
needs” (4.02.c.); and
Whereas, the Lutheran Office for Governmental Affairs provides direct advocacy on public
policy issues  that may affect the members of our church; therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America call upon its members and the
Lutheran Office for  Governmental Affairs to advocate for the enactment of campaign finance
reform legislation at the local, state, and national levels, so that an equal opportunity may be
provided for all candidates for elected office, regardless of their personal wealth or the wealth of
their supporters.

Reference and Counsel
Recommendation

In consultation with the Lutheran Office for Governmental Affairs, the committee
determines that the resolution as proposed is too vague to establish policy and give direction for
advocacy.  Accordingly, the committee recommends referral to the Division for Church in
Society.

Ms. Barbara L. Bauer [Eastern Washington-Idaho Synod] identified herself as a county
treasurer, tax collector, and administrator.  She moved the following:
Moved;
Seconded: To delete the following from Motion B:

Whereas, elected officials become primarily responsive to those who financially support their
elections; and.

Bishop Chilstrom, after discussion with the parliamentarian, said, “We do not have that
before us at the present time.  What we have is the recommendation of the Reference and
Counsel Committee to refer.”  He advised that the voting member could move to substitute the
entire proposal, in order to bring it onto the floor, in which case the motion could be amended.

Ms. Bauer then moved substitution of the resolution, submitted by Mr. Brasgalla, without
the “Whereas” paragraph previously cited.

Moved;



Seconded: To substitute the following for the recommendation of the Committee on
Reference and Counsel.
Whereas, successful election campaigns in our society are almost totally dependent upon the
expenditure of large sums of money for various forms of political advertising and other campaign
expenses; and
Whereas, the vast majority of our citizens do not have access to the large sums of money required
to conduct a successful election campaign; and
Whereas, in most instances, less wealthy citizens are not able to be elected to public office, or
even to elect candidates who will be responsive to their needs for dignity and justice; and
Whereas, the Constitution of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America states that, the Church
shall “serve in response to God’s love to meet human needs, . . . advocating dignity and justice
for all people, . . . and standing with the poor and the powerless, and committing itself to their
needs” (4.02.c.); and
Whereas, the Lutheran Office for Governmental Affairs provides direct advocacy on public
policy issues that may affect the members of our church; therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America call upon its members and the
Lutheran Office for  Governmental Affairs to advocate for the enactment of campaign finance
reform legislation at the local, state, and national levels, so that an equal opportunity may be
provided for all candidates for elected office, regardless of their personal wealth or the wealth of
their supporters.

Ms. Bauer spoke to the motion, stating, “As a local governmental and elected official and an
honest Lutheran Christian who tries to serve all members of my  growing community, I find this
sweeping, judgmental sentence unfair, untrue, and offensive.  Romans 13:4 reminds us that
elected officials and government employees, like all others, are God’s servants subject to his
authority.  Despite popular stereotypes, as those exhibited in the language I seek to delete, I did
not abandon my faith, principles, or honesty when I took my oath of office.  I support the goal of
campaign-spending reform and the recommendation of the Reference and Counsel Committee,
but I ask you to accept this substitute and in addition to encourage Lutherans, especially our
youth, to consider careers in public service and politics, so that, in the words of Romans 13:6,
‘our authorities are God’s servants who give their full time to governing.’”

Bishop Chilstrom advised the assembly that there were now two motions on the floor: the
recommendation of the Reference and Counsel Committee and the  motion to substitute.

The Rev. Amandus J. Derr [New Jersey Synod] moved the question on this and all matters
before the assembly.

Moved; Two-Thirds Vote Required
Seconded; Yes-664; No-133
Carried: To call the question on all matters before the house. 

Moved;
Seconded; Yes-664; No-133
Carried: To substitute the following for the recommendation of the Committee of
Reference and Counsel.
Whereas, successful election campaigns in our society are almost totally dependent upon the



expenditure of large sums of money for various forms of political advertising and other campaign
expenses; and
Whereas, the vast majority of our citizens do not have access to the large sums of money required
to conduct a successful election campaign; and
Whereas, in most instances, less wealthy citizens are not able to be elected to public office, or
even to elect candidates who will be responsive to their needs for dignity and justice; and
Whereas, the Constitution of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America states that, the Church
shall “serve in response to God’s love to meet human needs, . . . advocating dignity and justice
for all people, . . . and standing with the poor and the powerless, and committing itself to their
needs” (4.02.c.); and
Whereas, the Lutheran Office for Governmental Affairs provides direct advocacy on public
policy issues  that may affect the members of our church; therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America call upon its members and the
Lutheran Office for  Governmental Affairs to advocate for the enactment of campaign finance
reform legislation at the local, state, and national levels, so that an equal opportunity may be
provided for all candidates for elected office, regardless of their personal wealth or the wealth of
their supporters.
Assembly
Action Yes-625; No-190
CA95.7.67 Whereas, successful election campaigns in our society are almost totally
dependent upon the expenditure of large sums of money for various forms of political advertising
and other campaign expenses; and
Whereas, the vast majority of our citizens do not have access to the large sums of money required
to conduct a successful election campaign; and
Whereas, in most instances, less wealthy citizens are not able to be elected to public office, or
even to elect candidates who will be responsive to their needs for dignity and justice; and
Whereas, the Constitution of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America states that, the Church
shall “serve in response to God’s love to meet human needs, . . . advocating dignity and justice
for all people, . . . and standing with the poor and the powerless, and committing itself to their
needs (4.02.c.); and
Whereas, the Lutheran Office for Governmental Affairs provides direct advocacy on public
policy issues that may affect the members of our church; therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America call upon its members and the
Lutheran Office for Governmental Affairs to advocate for the enactment of campaign finance
reform legislation at the local, state, and national levels, so that an equal opportunity may be
provided for all candidates for elected office, regardless of their personal wealth or the wealth of
their supporters.

The Rev. Robert T. Voss [South-Central Synod of Wisconsin] moved the following in the
interest of time:

Moved; Two-Thirds Vote Required
Seconded; Yes-756; No-69
Carried:  To limit each speaker to one minute.



Mr. Dart Westphal [Metropolitan New York Synod] moved to waive the reading of the
motions, recognizing that the texts had been distributed to voting members in print: 
Moved;
Seconded; Yes-538; No-286
Carried: To dispense with the reading of the “resolved” paragraphs of each motion. 

Bishop George P. Mocko [Delaware/Maryland Synod] moved the following:

Moved;
Seconded; Voice Vote
Defeated: To refer to the Church Council all remaining resolutions to be presented by the
Reference and Counsel Committee.

Motion C: Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice
Reference: Continued on Minutes, page 765.

Mr. Peña presented the following recommendation of the Committee of Reference and
Counsel with respect to Motion C on ELCA participation in the Religious Coalition for
Reproductive Choice, submitted by Mr. Ron Brasgalla [Southern California (West) Synod]: 

Moved;
Seconded: To not adopt the following motion:
Whereas, in 1991 the Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA) adopted by a more than two-thirds majority vote a “Social Statement on Abortion,”
which “recognizes that there can be sound reasons for ending a pregnancy through induced
abortion” (Section 4-b); and
Whereas, “The position of this church is that government has a legitimate role in regulating
abortion”; however, “this church opposes legislation that would outlaw abortion in all
circumstances, prevent access to safe and affordable services for morally justified abortions, or
are primarily intended to harass those contemplating or deciding for an abortion” (Section 5-c);
and
Whereas, in January 1993, ELCA Lord of Love Lutheran Church, Omaha, Neb., suffered acts of
large-scale civil disobedience by Operation Rescue solely because one of its members performs
abortions at an Omaha clinic, and whose spouse was development director of Planned
Parenthood of Omaha-Council Bluffs; and
Whereas, the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice is a national nonprofit, nonpartisan
coalition of 37 mainline Christian, Jewish, and other religious organizations that works to create
a public climate that is conducive to policy-making that affirms women as moral decision-makers
in regard to abortion; and
Whereas, “Christians as citizens and this church as an institution should join with others to
advocate for and support just laws and to work to change those which are unjust” (Section
5-Introduction); and
Whereas, laws passed to restrict abortion would impose a religious view held by some citizens
and, in effect, prevent all other citizens from freely practicing their own religions.  This would
include members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America choosing to make moral
decisions as outlined in the “Social Statement on Abortion”; and



Whereas, the Southeast Michigan Synod and the Commission for Church in Society of the
Southern California (West) Synod have joined other faith groups as members of local affiliates of
the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice, to advocate for and support just laws and to
work to change those which are unjust; therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America become a member organization
in the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice, to uplift the ELCA’s “Social Statement on
Abortion,” and to advocate for and support just laws regarding abortion, and to work to change
those which are unjust; and be it further
RESOLVED, that the synods of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America be encouraged to
become member organizations in local affiliates of the Religious Coalition for Reproductive
Choice, to uplift the ELCA’s “A Social Statement on Abortion,” on the local level, and to
advocate for and support just laws regarding abortion, and to work to change those which are
unjust; and be it further
RESOLVED, that whenever appropriate the Lutheran Office for Governmental Affairs join with
the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice, on both the national and local level, to uplift
the ELCA’s “Social Statement on Abortion,” and to advocate for and support just laws regarding
abortion, and to work to change those which are unjust.

Reference and Counsel
Recommendation

Following review of the ELCA “Social Statement on Abortion” adopted by the 1991
Churchwide Assembly and the mission statement of the Religious Coalition for Reproductive
Choice, in consultation with the Lutheran Office for Governmental Affairs, the committee
determined that the organization’s exclusively “pro-choice” objectives are not congruent with the
position of this church.  The committee noted that while the ELCA statement allows for
individual participation in such a coalition, it would be inappropriate for this assembly to direct
an official agency of this church to become a member.  Accordingly, the committee
recommended disapproval of the resolution.

Ms. Oliane Sharp-Anderson [Northwestern Minnesota Synod] spoke in favor of the
recommendation of the Committee of Reference and Counsel.  She said, “Having looked at this
recommendation, I find that this is not something that I personally could accept.  Being told by
my church that I must support a particular pro-choice agenda is not acceptable.  I am not adamant
pro-life, but I am not adamant pro-choice either.  I find that there are many issues here that I must
deal with in my own conscience and I could not readily accept an approval of [the resolution as
presented by Mr. Brasgalla].  It is recommending far too much that we look at a pro-choice
agenda and approve of it.  I cannot do that in all good conscience dealing also with the pro-life
issues.  I speak as someone who has not been closely associated with either particular
movement.”

Mr. Ron Brasgalla [Southern California (West) Synod] spoke against the recommendation to
disapprove, stating, “As the writer of this resolution, I wish to share that the Religious Coalition
[for Reproductive Choice] currently has the Episcopal Church, Presbyterian Church (USA), and
United Church of Christ as member organizations.  As we know, we are currently in dialogue
with these churches to move towards full communion.  Their statements on abortion are very
similar to ours, but at the same time a social statement is not gospel—we have discussed that
often before.  The main point of the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice is an



ecumenical organization to uplift the religious view on abortion that is opposite to those held by
the religious right.  It is also the only ecumenical organization that works to protect our churches,
synagogues, and worship spaces and services from acts of civil disobedience like those that were
experienced at Lord of Love Lutheran Church in Omaha.”

Bishop Donald J. McCoid [Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod] commented, “Our ELCA
‘Social Statement on Abortion’ is a good statement.  It is carefully developed and strongly
affirmed.  The concern I have seen develop is a misreading or mis-stating of the basic position
and policy of this church.  For example, the statement about exceptions for abortions in limited
situations has become the rule on some quotes from the abortion statement by pulling issues out
of context and advocating a much broader support of abortion than our statement intends.  This is
what we have in this instance.  I support the ELCA abortion statement and the recommendation
of the Reference and Counsel Committee.”

An unidentified voting member said, “I would concur with the last speaker.  We must be
very careful how we allow our names to be used when we give this  kind of endorsement with
such groups.  We find our names publically used and attached to all kinds of things that we do
not really support.”

The Rev. Daniel M. Schaefer Sr. [Northeastern Ohio Synod] requested clarification, “It says
in [the resolution submitted by Mr. Brasgalla] that there are just and unjust laws regarding
abortion.  I wonder if there could be an example of those?”  Bishop Chilstrom responded, “I do
not think we have anyone on the platform now who is prepared to respond to your question. 
Perhaps you could seek out persons from the Division for Church in Society.”

The Rev. Jerald L. Folk [South-Central Synod of Wisconsin] spoke in favor of the motion,
saying, “I support the conclusion to which [the Reference and Counsel Committee] came, that
the action requested in this resolution would be inconsistent with the abortion statement that was
adopted in 1991.”

Bishop Harold S. Weiss [Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod] called question:

Moved; Two-Thirds Vote Required
Seconded; Voice Vote
Carried: To move the previous question.
Assembly 
Action Yes-778; No-101
CA95.7.68 To not adopt the following motion:
Whereas, in 1991 the Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA) adopted by a more than two-thirds majority vote a “Social Statement on Abortion,”
which “recognizes that there can be sound reasons for ending a pregnancy through induced
abortion” (Section 4-b); and
Whereas, “The position of this church is that government has a legitimate role in regulating
abortion”; however, “this church opposes legislation that would outlaw abortion in all
circumstances, prevent access to safe and affordable services for morally justified abortions, or
are primarily intended to harass those contemplating or deciding for an abortion” (Section 5-c);
and
Whereas, in January 1993, ELCA Lord of Love Lutheran Church, Omaha, Neb., suffered acts of
large-scale civil disobedience by Operation Rescue solely because one of its members performs
abortions at an Omaha clinic, and whose spouse was development director of Planned



Parenthood of Omaha-Council Bluffs; and
Whereas, the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice is a national nonprofit, nonpartisan
coalition of 37 mainline Christian, Jewish, and other religious organizations that works to create
a public climate that is conducive to policy-making that affirms women as moral decision-makers
in regard to abortion; and
Whereas, “Christians as citizens and this church as an institution should join with others to
advocate for and support just laws and to work to change those which are unjust” (Section
5-Introduction); and
Whereas, laws passed to restrict abortion would impose a religious view held by some citizens
and, in effect, prevent all other citizens from freely practicing their own religions.  This would
include members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America choosing to make moral
decisions as outlined in the “Social Statement on Abortion”; and
Whereas, the Southeast Michigan Synod and the Commission for Church in Society of the
Southern California (West) Synod have joined other faith groups as members of local affiliates of
the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice, to advocate for and support just laws and to
work to change those which are unjust; therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America become a member organization
in the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice, to uplift the ELCA’s “Social Statement on
Abortion,” and to advocate for and support just laws regarding abortion, and to work to change
those which are unjust; and be it further
RESOLVED, that the synods of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America be encouraged to
become member organizations in local affiliates of the Religious Coalition for Reproductive
Choice, to uplift the ELCA’s “Social Statement on Abortion,” on the local level, and to advocate
for and support just laws regarding abortion, and to work to change those which are unjust; and
be it further
RESOLVED, that whenever appropriate the Lutheran Office for Governmental Affairs join with
the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice, on both the national and local level, to uplift
the ELCA’s “Social Statement on Abortion,” and to advocate for and support just laws regarding
abortion, and to work to change those which are unjust.

Report of the Memorials Committee (continued)
Reference: 1995 Pre-Assembly Report, Volume 3, pages 881-954; continued from Minutes,
pages 65-90, 139-157, 250-251, 374-427, 452-463, 586-616, 637-644.
Category 5: Social Statement on Human Sexuality (continued)
Reference: 1995 Pre-Assembly Report, Volume 3, pages 899-904; continued from Minutes,
pages 600-616.

Ms. Katharyn L. Wilson [Metropolitan Chicago Synod] moved reconsideration of the
assembly’s previous action in adopting the Memorials Committee’s recommendation for
disposition of memorials presented in Category 5: Social Statement on Human Sexuality (1995
Pre-Assembly Report, Volume 3, page 904).  She sought to amend the recommendation as
follows:

To renumber item 3. as item 3.a.; and to add the following as a new paragraph, to be numbered
3.b.: 

3.b.  “To call on members of the Church Council and the Division for Church in Society to



evaluate the composition of future task forces, ad hoc groups, and consulting panels, and
structure each with positions for youth, people of color, and gay and lesbian persons.”
Moved;
Seconded; Yes-178;  No-687
Defeated: To reconsider the previous action (CA95.6.36) of this Churchwide Assembly with
respect to the synodical memorials on the development of social statements and a possible social
statement on human sexuality.

Report of the Reference and Counsel Committee 
(continued)
Reference: Continued from Minutes, pages 616-617, 645-660.
Motions D–W

The presentation of the report of the Committee of Reference and Counsel resumed.  The
Rev. John B. Mawhirter [Northwestern Ohio Synod] moved to refer the remaining motions
contained in the report of the Reference and Counsel Committee to the Church Council: 

Moved;
Seconded: To refer en bloc Motions D through W in the report of the Committee of
Reference and Counsel to the Church Council for consideration.

Pastor Mawhirter spoke to the motion, stating, “One of the things that this assembly has
taken very seriously is the debate.  As we move along today, we lose our numbers and we also
lose our patience.  I would like to move these very important motions for the consideration of the
Church Council, so that they are prayerfully, patiently considered instead of rushing through a
motion that could make a big change in our church.”

Bishop Harold S. Weiss [Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod] spoke in opposition to the
motion, stating, “We have a program that calls for us to be in plenary session until about 11:30
a.m., [and] we have a rule now that there is eight minutes for each of these, which I believe is
sufficient.  We may need to come to a motion at some point to refer other matters to the Church
Council, but I think that is premature.”

Ms. Christine Davis [New England Synod] agreed with the previous speaker and observed,
“We have too many diverse issues to move them en bloc.”

Ms. Meredith Lovell [Delaware-Maryland Synod] spoke against the motion and said, “I am
prepared to debate some of these issues and I think they are very important.”

The Rev. Amandus J. Derr [New Jersey Synod] called the question:

Moved; Two-Thirds Vote Required
Seconded; Voice Vote
Carried: To move the previous question.

Moved;
Seconded; Yes-133; No-780
Defeated: To refer en bloc Motions D through W in the report of the Committee of Reference
and Counsel to the Church Council for consideration.
Motion D: Use of Inclusive Geographical Maps



Mr. Peña introduced Motion D, submitted by Ms. Jamie L. Berge [Alaska Synod], and
presented the following recommendation of the Committee of Reference and Counsel:

Moved;
Seconded: To refer the following motion D, submitted by Ms. Jamie L. Berge [Alaska
Synod] to the ELCA Cabinet of Executives.
RESOLVED, that the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, when using geographical maps
for visual presentations, place synods (or parts of synods) that are not in the contiguous United
States, in their general location in relation to that map.

Ms. Berge commented, “I am the author of this resolution and I have several reasons for
proposing this.  The first is as a geography lesson.  I am referring to a map included in our
materials indicating new mission starts in 1995.  I caution  that, if you take these home, please
use them with adult supervision and let your children know that, in fact, Alaska and Hawaii are
not neighbors to Texas or located in the Gulf of Mexico.  Second, I would like to affirm Bishop
Chilstrom’s statement earlier in the assembly that Christ truly is the web that weaves us together. 
However, being on the geographical fringe of this church and also being human, sometimes we
feel out-of-place or, as in the example of a map used previously in a video presentation,
completely left out.  This is a symbolic resolution asking for awareness.”

An anonymous voting member moved the previous question.

Moved; Two-Thirds Vote Required
Seconded; Voice Vote
Carried: To move the previous question.

Assembly
Action  Voice Vote
CA95.7.69 To refer the following motion D, submitted by Ms. Jamie L. Berge [Alaska
Synod] to the ELCA Cabinet of Executives.
RESOLVED, that the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, when using geographical maps
for visual presentations, place synods (or parts of synods) that are not in the contiguous United
States, in their general location in relation to that map.

Motion E: Association of Lutherans of Arab and 
Middle Eastern Heritage

Ms. Bergquist introduced Motion E, submitted by Ms. Carol LaHurd [Minneapolis Area
Synod] and the recommendation of the Committee of Reference and Counsel.  Ms. Bergquist
noted that the following “Whereas” paragraph, which inadvertently had been omitted from the
motion as printed in the report of the Committee of Reference and Counsel, should follow the
second “Whereas.”

Whereas, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is working to end growing prejudice,
racism, and hostility towards Arab/Middle Eastern persons in this country; and”

Ms. Bergquist then presented the recommendation of the Committee of Reference and



Counsel:

Reference and Counsel
Recommendation

The committee notes in the report of the Commission for Multicultural Ministries to this
assembly that in fulfillment of the multicultural mission strategy adopted by the 1991
Churchwide Assembly, the commission is already working with the Association of Lutherans of
Arab and Middle Eastern Heritage (1995 Pre-Assembly Report, Volume 1, page 108).  The
committee recommends referral to the Commission for Multicultural Ministries.

Moved;
Seconded: To refer the following Motion E, submitted by Ms. Carol LaHurd [Minneapolis
Area Synod], to the Commission for Multicultural Ministries:
Whereas, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America continues to be active in mission and
ministry in the Middle East; and
Whereas, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America through its Division for Outreach is
developing new ministries among a growing and culturally rich Arab Middle Eastern population
of approximately nine million in the United States; and
Whereas, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is working to end growing prejudice,
racism, and hostility towards Arab/Middle Eastern persons in this country; and
Whereas, the Association of Lutherans of Arab Middle Eastern Heritage (ALAMEH) was
organized for the purposes of outreach among Arab Middle Eastern persons; for enhancing and
supporting the contributions of Arab Middle Eastern persons in the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America; and for assisting the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America in developing its Arab
Middle Eastern ministries; and
Whereas, the Association of Lutherans of Arab Middle Eastern Heritage now seeks to be a
related organization of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America;  therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that the Association of Lutherans of Arab and Middle Eastern Heritage be related
to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America through the Commission for Multicultural
Ministries and that an appropriate relationship be negotiated and maintained by the commission.

Ms. LaHurd spoke to the recommendation of the Committee of Reference and Counsel,
stating, “As the original submitter of this resolution, I support the referral to the Commission for
Multicultural Ministries.”

The Rev. John K. Stendahl [New England Synod] inquired, “Is it our procedure that it is the
recommendation of the Reference and Counsel Committee that is on the floor and we are voting
on?”  Bishop Chilstrom responded, “That is correct.”

Mr. Mark Helmke [Southwestern Texas Synod] raised a parliamentary inquiry, stating,
“Under the rules of the assembly as I understand them (I am referring to page 593), in the
instance where the Committee [of Reference and Counsel] reports disapproval of a motion, the
rules read that the memorial or resolution recommended for rejection shall be the main motion. 
In those instances, it would seem to me that it would be the original [resolution] that would be
before the assembly.”  After consultation with the parliamentarian, Bishop Chilstrom agreed that
Mr. Helmke’s advice was correct.  The recommendation of the Committee of Reference and
Counsel regarding Motion E was to refer; therefore, according to the Rules of Organization



Procedure, the recommendation of the Committee of Reference and Counsel was the main
motion.

An anonymous voting member called the question.

Moved; Two-Thirds Vote Required
Seconded; Voice Vote
Carried: To move the previous question.

Assembly
Action Yes-894; No-14
CA95.7.70 To refer the following Motion E, submitted by Ms. Carol LaHurd [Minneapolis
Area Synod], to the Commission for Multicultural Ministries:
Whereas, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America continues to be active in mission and
ministry in the Middle East; and
Whereas, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America through its Division for Outreach is
developing new ministries among a growing and culturally rich Arab Middle Eastern population
of approximately nine million in the United States; and
Whereas, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is working to end growing prejudice,
racism, and hostility towards Arab/Middle Eastern persons in this country; and
Whereas, the Association of Lutherans of Arab Middle Eastern Heritage (ALAMEH) was
organized for the purposes of outreach among Arab Middle Eastern persons; for enhancing and
supporting the contributions of Arab Middle Eastern persons in the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America; and for assisting the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America in developing its Arab
Middle Eastern ministries; and
Whereas, the Association of Lutherans of Arab Middle Eastern Heritage now seeks to be a
related organization of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America;  therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that the Association of Lutheran of Arab and Middle Eastern Heritage be related to
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America through the Commission for Multicultural
Ministries and that an appropriate relationship be negotiated and maintained by the commission.

Motion F: Study of Human Sexuality (continued)
Reference: Continued from Minutes, pages 616-617).

Co-Chair Bergquist introduced Motion F, submitted by Bishop J. Philip Wahl [Southeast
Michigan Synod] and the recommendation of the Committee of Reference and Counsel.  Since
the recommendation of the Reference and Counsel Committee was for disapproval, the
resolution as submitted became the main motion before the assembly, as provided in the Rules of
Organization and Procedure (1995 Pre-Assembly Report, Volume 2, page 593), and the
recommendation of the committee was received as information.

MOVED;
SECONDED: Whereas, this church has been engaged for a number of years in a study leading to
a proposed social statement on human sexuality; and
Whereas, the Church Council at its meeting immediately preceding the 1995 Churchwide
Assembly decided to postpone indefinitely the further development of any proposed social
statement on human sexuality; and



Whereas, it is unlikely that this church will continue the process of moral deliberation without
the process being tied to the development of a social statement on human sexuality; therefore, be
it
RESOLVED, that the 1995 Churchwide Assembly direct the Church Council, through the
Division for Church in Society, to continue the process of developing a social statement on
human sexuality to be presented at the 1997 Churchwide Assembly.
Reference and Counsel
Recommendation

In view of the plans for ongoing moral deliberation and the positive strategies for study and
pastoral care outlined in the Church Council’s report on the Study on Human Sexuality,
including advice of the consulting panel (1995 Pre-Assembly Report, Volume 2, pages
810A-810G),1 the committee recommends disapproval of this resolution.
__________
  1 The following resolution was adopted by the Church Council at its meeting immediately
prior to this assembly (August 15-16, 1995) and was presented by the council to the Churchwide
Assembly as information:

To receive as information the progress report of the Division for Church in Society on the
Study of Human Sexuality;

To acknowledge that, while broad areas of clarity and agreement within the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America were evidenced on many matters addressed during this church’s
study of human sexuality, responses during this study also indicated the existence of substantial
differences on other biblical and theological issues;

To express the commitment of this church to address the foundational and practical issues
identified thus far in this study and to urge continued examination and discussion of those issues
within the congregations and other settings of this church;

To encourage continued exploration by the Division for Church in Society of these issues
including further development of study resources in cooperation with other churchwide units,
ELCA-related seminaries, colleges and universities, and social ministry organizations;

To continue a strong public ethical witness by this church in those areas for which there is
clarity and wide agreement within the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America; 

To underscore the importance of the efforts of the work group on social statements,
convened by the Division for Church in Society, as that group explores the purposes, forms, and
role of social statements and other resources on social issues for consideration and use by
members of this church;

To inform the members of this church that a proposed social statement on human sexuality
will not be available for consideration by the 1997 Churchwide Assembly and that any decision
related to the scheduling of a possible social statement on human sexuality will not be made until
after the 1997 Churchwide Assembly, following further churchwide study and discussion;

To note particularly the contributions to this process by the board of the Division for Church
in Society, the task force, the consulting panel, and the writing team;

To express deep appreciation to all those in this church who participated in the development
and critique of the draft statements on human sexuality and to all those who studied and
responded to these drafts; and

To encourage all persons in this church to continue to deepen the dialogue and prayerful



reflection on this important issue.

The Rev. Carl A. Jensen [Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod] then questioned whether
consideration of the recommendation was appropriate in view of the assembly’s previous action
with respect to the report of the Memorials Committee (1995 Pre-Assembly Report, Volume 3,
page 904).  He said, “We already adopted a memorial in Category 5, and item 3. of that on page
904, affirming the existing plan approved by the Church Council to review the process for the
development of social statements, and so forth.  That refers to page 810-A where it states that
there will not be consideration of a sexuality statement in 1997.  Since we have already settled
this issue, I would think this Motion F and Motion G would be out of order.”

Bishop Chilstrom responded, “It was discussed overnight, since you raised the question in
the last plenary session.  It is a good and legitimate question.  My conclusion is that it is true that
the background material suggests that we should not do this in 1997.  However, the substance of
that memorial itself does not limit us to 1997.  The other problem that I have is that by
happenstance (or whatever) the report of the Memorials Committee was called first and we gave
that consideration and took appropriate action.  Had I done the opposite [taken the report of the
Reference and Counsel Committee first] it would not have closed the door for the proposal that
comes in Motion F.  The judgment of the chair is that we ought to test this—that we ought to
bring Motion F up for consideration—and if, in fact, you approve Motion F, it would mean that
the message would be very clear and that we must move with dispatch and come up with a social
statement by 1997.”

Bishop J. Philip Wahl [Southeast Michigan Synod] spoke in favor of the resolution, stating,
“I am proud of our church and the good start that we have had.  At times, it has been stormy and
obviously we do not all agree, but I believe it has been a teaching and learning opportunity. 
Without a specific date, I do not think we are going to keep the issue before us.  Without a
specific date, I think we are going to be doing a disservice to this church.  The recommendation
[of the Committee of Reference and Counsel] will be interpreted as putting it on the back burner
and avoidance—a disservice to this church that allows for procrastination.  We have much to
give and we need to support a statement to our church.”

The Rev. Derek J. Engfelt [South Dakota Synod] moved to amend the motion:

Moved;
Seconded: To amend Motion F by adding an additional “Resolved” paragraph:
Resolved, that in the interim, we in assembly affirm the following statement:
“God created people male and female, and provided for the marriage relationship in which two
may become one.  A publicly declared, legally binding marriage between one women and one
man remains the one appropriate place for genital sexual relations.  Heterosexual marriage,
faithfulness within marriage, abstinence outside of marriage—these constitute the Christian
standard.  When we fall short, we are invited to repent, receive the forgiveness of God, and
amend our lives.”

Pastor Engfelt spoke to the motion, stating, “I think that at this time, as a church, we are
clearly not uniform in our understanding and in our response to this issue, but at this time during
the interim period, we can stand someplace and this [amendment] is consistent with the
Scriptures and also with the predecessor statements [social statements of the Lutheran Church in



America and The American Lutheran Church].  Quoting the Rev. James E. Andrews of the
Presbyterian Church (USA) who spoke earlier, he said that his church would study anything, if it
means putting off making a decision.  I think we have been doing that for too long.  This
statement, I believe, affirms faithfulness within marriage, abstinence outside of marriage, the
good news for all that when we fall short, we are invited to repent and receive the forgiveness of
God.”

Ms. Kathryn F. Kees [Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod] stated, “With all due respect to the
mover [of Motion F, Bishop J. Philip Wahl], I do not think the motion makes a lot of sense. 
Essentially what it says is that, because we cannot make a decision on this particular issue, we
should make this decision.  We should make that statement, because we cannot agree with any
other statement.  I think it is better that we stick with what we have said, which is basically an
agreement to struggle on with this as a whole church until we can come to much more consensus
than we have now.”

Mr. Craig Lubinsky [Northwest Synod of Wisconsin] called the question.

Moved; Two-Thirds Vote Required
Seconded; Voice Vote
Carried: To move the previous question.

Moved;
Seconded; Yes-384; No-518
Defeated: To amend Motion F by adding the following:
Resolved, that in the interim, we in assembly affirm the following statement:
God created people male and female, and provided for the marriage relationship in which two
may become one.  A publicly declared, legally binding marriage between one women and one
man remains the one appropriate place for genital sexual relations.  Heterosexual marriage,
faithfulness within marriage, abstinence outside of marriage—these constitute the Christian
standard.  When we fall short, we are invited to repent, receive the forgiveness of God, and
amend our lives.

Bishop Harold S. Weiss [Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod] sought to offer a substitute for
the recommendation of the Committee of Reference and Counsel:

To amend the recommendation of the Committee of Reference and Counsel by substitution of the
following:
That the response of the 1995 Churchwide Assembly to the motion offered by Bishop J. Philip
Wahl [Southeast Michigan Synod] be the previous action of this assembly on the Church
Council’s report on the Study of Human Sexuality, including plans for ongoing moral
deliberation and positive strategies for study and pastoral care (CA95.6.59).

Bishop Weiss stated:  “The reason for the motion is to get us out of a parliamentary dilemma
of having to deal with the recommendation [of the Committee of Reference and Counsel] to
disapprove.”  Bishop Chilstrom responded, “I think we have cleared that up by stating that the
motion on the floor is the resolution submitted by Bishop J. Philip Wahl.”  Bishop Weiss stated,
“I understand that, but this would get us back to a motion to reaffirm that which the assembly has



already said in different ways.”  Since the motion on the floor was the resolution from Bishop
Wahl, with the advice from the Committee of Reference and Counsel not to approve, Bishop
Chilstrom ruled Bishop Weiss’s motion out of order.

Bishop Weiss then restated his motion as a substitute for Motion F:

Moved;
Seconded: To substitute the following for the motion before the assembly:  
That the response of the 1995 Churchwide Assembly to the motion offered by Bishop J. Philip
Wahl [Southeast Michigan Synod] be the previous action of this assembly on the Church
Council’s report on the Study of Human Sexuality, including plans for ongoing moral
deliberation and positive strategies for study and pastoral care (CA95.6.59).
_________
Editor’s note: 

The action [CA95.6.36] previously taken by the assembly was the recommendation of the
Memorials Committee to several synodical resolutions.  Item 2.a. of that action indicates
acceptance of the action by the Church Council [1995 Pre-Assembly Report, Volume 2, page
810A], which includes the statement: “To inform the members of this church that a proposed
social statement on human sexuality will not be available for consideration by the 1997
Churchwide Assembly and that any decision related to the scheduling of a possible social
statement on human sexuality will not be made until after the 1997 Churchwide Assembly,
following further churchwide study and discussion.”
__________

Bishop Chilstrom stated, “I will treat that then as a substitute for what was proposed by
Bishop Wahl.”

The Rev. Jerald L. Folk [South-Central Synod of Wisconsin] moved the following:

Moved;
Seconded: To refer both the resolution (Motion F) and the substitute to the Division for
Church in Society as advice as the division continues to explore how to proceed in this process.

Speaking to the motion, Pastor Folk said, “I believe that even as this assembly has unfolded,
we have received further wisdom and further guidance as to how we should address this topic of
human sexuality.  Therefore, I think the most appropriate way to act on these resolutions is to
pass them on to the Division [for Church in Society] as it continues to develop that process.”

The Rev. Robin J. McCullough [Northeastern Ohio Synod] spoke against the referral.  She
stated, “I think we need to get on with this issue.  If we keep referring and referring, it is just
procrastination.  The people of this church are wanting to know what we have to say about this
statement and we need a time line.  At that point, the assembly can decide what we can say and,
if there are things that we are not in agreement with, then we can certainly deal with it at that
point.”

The Rev. John K. Stendahl [New England Synod] spoke in favor of referral.  He said, “I am
strongly in favor of the intent of the original motion.  I am in support of referral.  It seems to me
that we have a lot of reasons to be disappointed, a lot of reasons to be ashamed—ashamed of
how brittle the bonds of Christian charity have been in our church.”



Bishop Chilstrom noted that the eight-minute limit for consideration of a motion had passed. 
He called, therefore, for a vote on all matters before the house.

Assembly
Action Yes-506; No-402
CA95.7.71 To refer both the resolution (Motion F) and the substitute to the Division for
Church in Society as advice as the division continues to explore how to proceed in this process.

Motion F
Whereas, this church has been engaged for a number of years in a study leading to a proposed
social statement on human sexuality; and
Whereas, the Church Council at its meeting immediately preceding the 1995 Churchwide
Assembly decided to postpone indefinitely the further development of any proposed social
statement on human sexuality; and
Whereas, it is unlikely that this church will continue the process of moral deliberation without
the process being tied to the development of a social statement on human sexuality; therefore be
it
RESOLVED, that the 1995 Churchwide Assembly direct the Church Council, through the
Division for Church in Society, to continue the process of developing a social statement on
human sexuality to be presented at the 1997 Churchwide Assembly.

Substitute Motion
That the response of the 1995 Churchwide Assembly to the following motion, offered by Bishop
J. Philip Wahl [Southeast Michigan Synod], be the previous action of this assembly on the
Church Council’s report on the Study of Human Sexuality, including plans for ongoing moral
deliberation and positive strategies for study and pastoral care (CA95.6.59):
1. To affirm the call of the synods: 

a. for commendation of all of those who participated in the development and who
commented on the draft statements on human sexuality;

b. for our leaders and members to practice and teach biblical and confessional guidance
for speaking the truth in love in matters of faith and life, as this church continues to discuss
matters of human sexuality;

c. for mutual repentance and forgiveness for those instances in which our actions in our
debate on human sexuality may have harmed members of the body of Christ;
2. a. To convey to the Sierra Pacific, Western North Dakota, Eastern North Dakota, South
Dakota, Central States, Metropolitan Chicago, Northeastern Iowa, Indiana-Kentucky, and
Southwestern Pennsylvania synods the August 1995 report of the Division for Church in Society
and the Church Council on the process for the development of a possible social statement on
human sexuality as a response to their memorials;

b. To refer the memorials of these synods to the Division for Church in Society as it
continues its work related to human sexuality and to the review and possible revision of the
ELCA’s process for the development of all social statements; 

c. To affirm the existing deliberative process for a continuing discussion of human
sexuality and thus to decline to consider Churchwide Assembly action on the specific language
proposed for statements, which is contained in the memorials from various  synods; 



3. To affirm the existing plan approved by the Church Council to review the process for the
development of social statements in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, including the
issues of the future development of any social statements and the appropriate roles of task forces,
boards, Church Council, Conference of Bishops, theological faculties, and congregations in this
process.

Motion G: Study of Human Sexuality
Ms. Bergquist presented Motion G, submitted by Ms. Christine L. Davis [New England

Synod], and the recommendation of the Committee of Reference and Counsel.  Since the
recommendation of the committee was rejection, the resolution as submitted became the main
motion before the assembly as provided in the Rules of Organization and Procedure (1995
Pre-Assembly Report, Volume 2, page 593) and the recommendation of the committee was
received as information. 

Reference and Counsel
Recommendation 

In view of the plans for ongoing moral deliberation and the positive strategies for study and
pastoral care outlined in the Church Council’s report on the Study on Human Sexuality,
including advice of the consulting panel (1995 Pre-Assembly Report, Volume 2, pages 810 A-G),
the committee recommended disapproval of  this resolution.

Ms. Bergquist noted a correction to line 29 of the committee’s printed report, which would
correct “paragraphs 48-62” to read: “paragraphs 48-63.”

Moved;
Seconded: Whereas, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has been struggling with
the issue of human sexuality for eight years; and
Whereas, the Church Council, Conference of Bishops, Division for Church in Society, the task
force, the consulting team, the writing team, and others have devoted countless hours and endless
energy to the Spirit-led deliberating that produced the working draft (10/94); and
Whereas, this draft was shared throughout the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and
produced many areas of agreement; and
Whereas, some few sections produced unprecedented dissension and divisiveness throughout this
church; and
Whereas, there are many in our church, many who have left the church and many standing
outside the church, all who are in desperate need of a word of affirmation, of hope, of support,
and of guidance from the church in all areas of human sexuality; therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that this assembly urge the Church Council to place on the agenda of the 1997
Churchwide Assembly, for consideration, a Statement on Human Sexuality, except the topics
covered in paragraphs 48-63 of the draft (October 1994); and be it further
RESOLVED, that this assembly urge that work continue unabated on resolving the church’s
position on homosexuality, now covered in paragraphs 48-63 of the working draft (October
1994).

Ms. Christine L. Davis [New England Synod] spoke to the motion, stating, “As the maker of
the resolution, I would like to speak to it, although we have heard the sense.  I believe, as it



stands now, there are no plans to continue work, no time commitment to finish this work; we are
just referring it to further study.  It is an amazing document.  We have said a lot of positive things
about family, concerns about prostitution, and how we feel about pornography.  We need to get
on with it.  My motion is to excise the section on homosexuality and ask that the rest of it be
brought to the 1997 Churchwide Assembly, since that is the area that is causing most of the
problem.  We need get on with making positive social statements that this church needs to hear
on all of the other issues of human sexuality.”

The Rev. Steven R. P. Weston [Northwestern Minnesota Synod] moved the following: 
Moved;
Seconded: To substitute the following for the two resolves in the motion before the
assembly:
RESOLVED, that the Conference of Bishops be authorized by this assembly to issue on behalf of
this church an interim social statement on human sexuality, contingent upon a two-thirds
majority vote of that body, with this authority expiring upon the adoption of a social statement on
human sexuality by a future Churchwide Assembly.

Pastor Weston spoke to the motion, stating, “I believe that this recommendation answers the
concerns of this assembly, first of all, to decide not to decide at this time; and also the very strong
desire to say something pastoral about the issue of human sexuality.  This motion would entrust
those pastoral words to the chief pastors [synodical bishops] of our church.  If they happen to say
something objectionable, then that would give a prod to the process of producing a real social
statement.”

Bishop Chilstrom then ruled the motion to substitute to be out of order, stating, “The
Conference of Bishops, by our governing documents, cannot develop a social statement such as
you are calling for in your motion.”  He then advised that Motion G as submitted by Ms. Davis
was again before the assembly.

Mr. Trevis Butcher [Montana Synod] spoke in favor of the motion.  He said, “I would like to
support this resolution strongly in just the simple fact that I see, across our state and through our
synod, that there is strong support for much of the document.  We have spent a great deal of time
and a quarter of a million dollars on this.  Let us put what is agreeable to work. . . .”

Ms. Stacy Walker [New Jersey Synod] moved the following: 

Moved;
Seconded: To amend the first “Resolved” paragraph of Motion G by deleting the words,
“except the topics covered in paragraphs 48-63,” and by adding the words, “reflecting the areas
in which there is substantial agreement within this church.”

Ms. Walker spoke to the motion, stating, “Basically, I agree with what [Mr. Butcher] said. 
There are many parts of this statement that this church agrees upon.  I would like to suggest that
we present a statement in 1997 on what we agree upon.  Everyone in this room is crying out for
this church to say something, so why do not we present what we know and continue to study the
areas where we do not know [the mind of this church].”

Mr. Blake C. Marles [Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod] called the question: 

Moved; Two-Thirds Vote Required



Seconded; Voice Vote
Carried: To move the previous question on all matters before the house.
Moved;
Seconded; Yes-526; No-362
Carried: To amend the first “Resolved” paragraph of Motion G by deleting the words,
“except the topics covered in paragraphs 48-63,” and by adding the words, “reflecting the areas
in which there is substantial agreement within this church.”

Mr. William C. Phillippi [Florida-Bahamas Synod] requested clarification regarding whether
the assembly was now voting on the original motion as amended.  Bishop Chilstrom responded
that the vote to be taken was on Motion G, submitted by Ms. Davis, as amended.

The Rev. Larry V. Smoose [Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod] inquired, “If the house
approves this, and we have just previously referred an action that is virtually the same, and have
passed memorials that also deal with this, which action are we going to follow?”  Bishop
Chilstrom responded that the Church Council would need to make that determination.

Assembly
Action Yes-491; No-409
CA95.7.72 Whereas, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has been struggling with
the issue of human sexuality for eight years; and
Whereas, the Church Council, Conference of Bishops, Division for Church in Society, the task
force, the consulting team, the writing team, and others have devoted countless hours and endless
energy to the Spirit-led deliberating that produced the working draft (October 1994); and
Whereas, this draft was shared throughout the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and
produced many areas of agreement; and
Whereas, some few sections produced unprecedented dissension and divisiveness throughout this
church; and
Whereas, there are many in our church, many who have left the church, and many standing
outside the church, all who are in desperate need of a word of affirmation, of hope, of support,
and of guidance from the church in all areas of human sexuality; therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that this assembly urge the Church Council to place on the agenda of the 1997
Churchwide Assembly, for consideration, a Statement on Human Sexuality reflecting the areas in
which there is substantial agreement within this church; and be it further
RESOLVED, that this assembly also urge that work continue unabated on resolving the church’s
position on homosexuality, now covered in paragraph 48-63 of the working draft (October 1994).

Motion C: Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice
Reference: Continued from Minutes, pages 654-660.

The Rev. James W. Addy [South Carolina Synod] moved to reconsider Motion C, since the
assembly was “operating under a different understanding [of what was before the house], in order
to be sure we have the understanding of this assembly.”

Moved;
Seconded; Yes-245; No-573
Defeated: To reconsider the action of this Churchwide Assembly with respect to Motion C



regarding the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice.

Motion H: Study of Human Sexuality
Co-Chair Bergquist presented Motion H, which comprised two resolutions: one submitted

by the Rev. Amandus J. Derr [New Jersey Synod] and one submitted by the Rev. John K.
Stendahl [New England Synod].

RESOLVED, that this fourth biennial assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
receive with thanks the report of the Church Council on the proposed social statement on human
sexuality, and, affirming the strong recommendation of the consulting panel that “there is a
compelling need for this church to find ways to communicate its pastoral concerns to its gay and
lesbian members and their families,” this assembly urges that “such words of communal
confession and pastoral encouragement come quickly from the Conference of Bishops, the
bishop of this church, and the Division for Church and Society” so that this church may say “a
positive and hopeful word at this time to our gay and lesbian members and their families”
(Consulting Panel Conference-Call Minutes, June 14, 1995, in 1995 Pre-Assembly Report,
Volume 2:  Study of Human Sexuality, pg. 810-F); and be it further
RESOLVED, that this assembly
a. commend the Church Council on its intent to “continue a strong public ethical witness by
this church in those areas for which there is clarity and wide agreement with the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America” (Consulting Panel Conference Call Minutes, June 14, 1995, 1995
Pre-Assembly Report, Volume 2: “Study of Human Sexuality,” page 810-F); and
b. encourage the Church Council to advance that intent by addressing such ethical witness to
our church and our society in the manner suggested by recommendation number three from the
consulting panel (Consulting Panel Conference Call Minutes, June 14, 1995, 1995 Pre-Assembly
Report, Volume 2: “Study of Human Sexuality,” page 810-F);

and be it further
RESOLVED, that this assembly
a. urge the Church Council quickly to implement recommendation number four of the
consulting panel, addressing “a positive and hopeful word at this time to our gay and lesbian
members” (Consulting Panel Conference-Call Minutes, June 14, 1995, in 1995 Pre-Assembly
Report, Volume 2: “Study of Human Sexuality,” page 810-F); and
b. urge toward that end the use of a message formulated both to express caring welcome for
gay and lesbian persons and to repudiate all words and acts of hatred toward such persons in our
church and in our communities.

The recommendation of the Committee of Reference and Counsel was presented to the
assembly as the main motion as provided in the Rules of Organization and Procedure (1995
Pre-Assembly Report, Volume 2, page 593).

Moved;
Seconded: RESOLVED, that the 1995 Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America receive with thanks the report of the Church Council (1995
Pre-Assembly Report, Volume 2, “Study of Human Sexuality,” pages 810 A-F) on the possible
social statement on human sexuality and affirm the strong recommendation of the consulting



panel (1995 Pre-Assembly Report, Volume 2, “Study of Human Sexuality,” pages 810 F-G),
especially recommendations three and four calling the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
to “lift up those areas in which there is clarity and wide agreement within the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America to provide a public ethical witness” and to affirm that there is a
“compelling need for this church to find ways to communicate its pastoral concerns to its gay and
lesbian members and their families”; and be it further
RESOLVED, that words of communal confession and pastoral encouragement come quickly
from the Conference of Bishops, the bishop of this church, and the Division for Church and
Society, so that this church can express a caring welcome for gay and lesbian persons and
repudiate all words and acts of hatred toward such persons in our church and in our communities.

The Rev. Albert R. Ahlstrom [Metropolitan New York Synod] observed, “The most recent
action [the assembly] took suggests that this church is in agreement about a matter.  I am not sure
that we have any basis for saying that this church is in agreement about any of the matters dealing
with the sexuality statement.  It seems to me that on the face of it, it makes no sense.”

The Rev. John H. P. Reumann [Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod] moved the following:

Moved;
Seconded: To amend the second “Resolved” paragraph by deleting the words, “words of
communal confession and pastoral encouragement,” and by inserting the words, “words of prayer
and pastoral concern and encouragement.”  

Pastor Reumann spoke to the proposed amendment, stating, “The words here are in
quotation marks and if you turn to the previous page you will find they are cited as the source in
the original motion from Pastor Derr.  Actually, I believe, they come from page 810-G, which is
not from the conference call [of the consulting panel, June 14, 1995], but commentary on
minutes from 1994.  I lost the paper trail after that as to whose commentary it was.  My concern
is that I do not know quite what “communal confession” means in this context and that originally
the reference to such words may have been somewhat different.  If it is confession of sin, do we
agree what sin is before God?  If it is a matter for the bishop of this church and the Conference of
Bishops, this is an ecclesial matter of who speaks how.  My wording, which reverts to items on
page 810-F,  by using prayer may include the confession of sin.”

The Rev. Jack E. Eggleston [Southeast Michigan Synod] requested clarification about what
was now before the house—the resolutions submitted by Pastor Derr and Pastor Stendahl, or the
recommendation of the Committee of Reference and Counsel.

Ms. Bergquist stated that the Committee of Reference and Counsel would accept the motion
as presented by Pastor Reumann as a friendly amendment.  There being no objection, Bishop
Chilstrom declared it to be so ordered. 

The Rev. John K. Stendahl [New England Synod] commented, “In addition to being
somewhat confused, we have reason, as I said a little earlier, to be ashamed that our communal
handling of Scripture has proved so clumsy in these matters, that the bonds of our Christian
charity have been so brittle.  But, I think it is time now that we do something that is rather
Lutheran—take our shame and turn it into a salutary humility about what we can do and what we
can understand, and that we rise up in the power of the Gospel and say something. [I suggest
that] we do what was very well recommended by the Consulting Panel.  The Consulting Panel’s
recommendations were good, and the Church Council has said that they will do at least most of



them, but it is too important a matter just to leave to panels and councils.  I believe that this
church needs to rise up, and we as the highest legislative body of this church, need to rise up and
say, ‘We will do this.’”

Ms. Laura C. Bourdo [Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod] spoke against the replacement of
the words as suggested by Pastor Reumann and accepted by the Committee of Reference and
Counsel.  She said, “Changing from ‘words of communal confession and pastoral
encouragement’ to words of ‘prayer and pastoral concern’ indicates not a position of positive
encouragement to this community, but instead carries a negative connotation to me.”

The Rev. H. George Anderson, a member of the Church Council and bishop-elect of this
church, stated, “I think with the deletion of those words, that I understand clearly the interest in
this church of both reaching out [to gay and lesbian persons] and at the same time recognizing
that confession should not be simply on the part of the Church Council and so on.  I would
pledge that my understanding of this present motion as amended would mean that we would try
to reach out and extend a hand to gay and lesbian persons.”

The Rev. Richard L. Schaper [Sierra Pacific Synod] said, “I speak in favor of the motion on
the floor recommended by the Reference and Counsel Committee with particular urgency, calling
again attention to the recommendation of the Consulting Panel that the Church Council proceed
with its intent ‘to continue a strong public ethical witness by this church in those areas for which
there is clarity and wide agreement in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,’ but also
calling attention to recommendation four, addressing a positive and hopeful word at this time to
our gay and lesbian members.”

Mr. Bill Wood [Greater Milwaukee Synod] stated, “I would like to express, on behalf of all
the gay and lesbian individuals in this assembly and in the church, the appreciation that we have
for this pastoral support.  Your approval of this particular resolution, although it leaves out that
hopefulness that was in the original motion, gives the voice of the church [ability] to say that at
least we are important people.  I would urge that you accept it and remember, at least one out of
every four families has a gay or lesbian individual.  Only one bishop has spoken out on our
behalf.  If there are 65 of them, that would assume that there are at least 15 bishops who probably
have a relative who is a gay or lesbian.  So remember when you speak those hateful words, we
are among you, we are afraid to come out to you.”

Mr. Dave Gosewich [Minneapolis Area Synod] said, “As a former co-dependent type
person, it has been very difficult in the past to determine what is a hateful word and whether we
are experiencing that at this assembly.  When we disagree, it is difficult for those who are of the
homosexual orientation to hear the love that comes through even in disagreement.  So, I speak
against the resolution since the last “Resolved” is very difficult to determine what are words and
acts of hatred towards those who are of the homosexual orientation.  It is very confusing.”

Bishop Steven L. Ullestad [Northeastern Iowa Synod] moved the following: 

Moved;
Seconded: To amend the second “Resolved” paragraph by adding the word, “and,” after the
words, “Conference of Bishops,” and by deleting the words, “and the Division for Church in
Society.” 

Bishop Ullestad spoke to the motion, stating, “Surely, as the Conference of Bishops has no
authority to develop social statements on this issue, as was previously indicated, we are the ones



that have been entrusted with the pastoral care and concern and prayers for this church.  I would
suggest that these concerns can be communicated most appropriately through the bishop of this
church and the Conference of Bishops.”

The Rev. John K. Stendahl [New England Synod] said, “One of the resolutions [submitted]
lifted up that aspect of the Consulting Panel’s recommendations.  It spoke about the possibility of
a message.  That message would be sent out as a word from the church by the approval of the
Church Council, but it comes out in preparation and over the name of the Division [for Church in
Society].”

Bishop Chilstrom indicated that the eight-minute time limit for debate had expired.  He
called, therefore, for the vote on all pending matters.

Moved;
Seconded; Yes-495; No-370
Carried: To amend the second “Resolved” paragraph by adding the word, “and,” after the
words, “Conference of Bishops,” and by deleting the words, “and the Division for Church in
Society.” 

The Churchwide Assembly then proceeded to adopt the recommendation of the Reference
and Counsel Committee as amended:
Assembly
Action Yes-786; No-88
CA95.7.73 RESOLVED, that the 1995 Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America receive with thanks the report of the Church Council (1995 Pre-Assembly
Report, Volume 2, “Study of Human Sexuality,” pages 810 A-F) on the possible social statement
on human sexuality and affirm the strong recommendation of the consulting panel (1995
Pre-Assembly Report, Volume 2, “Study of Human Sexuality,” pages 810 F-G), especially
recommendations three and four calling the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to “lift up
those areas in which there is clarity and wide agreement within the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America to provide a public ethical witness” and to affirm that there is a “compelling need for
this church to find ways to communicate its pastoral concerns to its gay and lesbian members and
their families”; and be it further
RESOLVED, that words of prayer and pastoral concern and encouragement come quickly from
the Conference of Bishops and the bishop of this church, so that this church can express a caring
welcome for gay and lesbian persons and repudiate all words and acts of hatred toward such
persons in our church and in our communities.

The Rev. John A. Clausen [Northwestern Ohio Synod] requested clarification on Motion C. 
He said, “I thought I understood what we did on Motion C, and I wanted the clarification of the
chair.  I am assuming that we disapproved the motion that was submitted.  Is that a correct
understanding?”  Bishop Chilstrom responded, “My sense of the assembly on that vote, even
though we may have taken it incorrectly and later decided not to go back and reconsider it, was
that we agreed to not adopt that proposal.”

Motion I: ELCA Lutheran Men in Mission and Promise-Keepers 
Mr. Peña presented Motion I, submitted by Mr. Darrel S. Rice [Northeastern Ohio Synod],



and the recommendation of the Committee of Reference and Counsel.  Since the
recommendation of the committee was approval, the resolution as submitted became the main
motion before the assembly, as provided in the Rules of Organization and Procedure (1995
Pre-Assembly Report, Volume 2, page 593), and the recommendation of the committee was
received as information.
Reference and Counsel
Recommendation 

The committee recommended approval of this resolution.

Moved;
Seconded: RESOLVED, that the assembly be informed about relationships developing
between Lutheran Men in Mission, our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America men’s
organization, and a current phenomenon of  “Promise Keepers” by considering the following
resolution:
Whereas, the “Promise Keepers” movement has confirmed the need for men’s ministry in the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America; and
Whereas, since its inception seven years ago, Lutheran Men in Mission has designed its efforts to
respond to men’s issues in a manner similar to those addressed by “Promise Keepers,” but in a
way that is consistent with our Lutheran biblical and confessional understanding, and this has
been done through the development of resources, leadership development programs, retreats, and
gatherings, as well as special projects; and
Whereas, Lutheran Men in Mission, together with other denominational men’s ministries in the
North American Conference of Church Men’s Staff recognize the importance and impact of the
“Promise Keepers” movement on denominational men’s ministries; and
Whereas, it is recognized that the “Promise Keepers” movement has demonstrated men’s thirst
for biblical study and it is acknowledged that our sisters in Christ have benefited from gathering
together around the Word over the years, so, too, there is opportunity for men to become more
intimate with the Word and its value in day-to-day life; therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that the assembly encourage the Division for Congregational Ministries and
Lutheran Men in Mission, in consultation with the Commission for Women, the Commission for
Multicultural Ministries, and the Division for Ministry, to continue exploring the “Promise
Keepers” movement and to provide further resources and information, similar to the
commissioned paper on “Promise Keepers” developed by the Rev. James A. Nestingen, for men
at the synodical and congregational expressions of Lutheran Men in Mission to assist them in
their reflection of the “Promise Keepers” experience; and be it further
RESOLVED, that Lutheran Men in Mission identify what learnings and re-learnings this
movement suggests to the men’s ministry in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and
circulate this information so that men’s ministry within this church will have meaning to men of
all ages, including those who are on college campuses and seminary campuses; and be it further
RESOLVED, that Lutheran Men in Mission be encouraged to continue its efforts to dialogue
with “Promise Keepers” personnel to determine the commonalities and differences that exist
between the two ministries and to provide such information to appropriate persons within synods
and congregations for consideration as they make decisions about their involvement in the
“Promise Keepers” program; and be it further
RESOLVED that Lutheran Men in Mission and the Division for Congregational Ministries be



encouraged to expand their efforts to supply materials and experiences to address the
demonstrated thirst by men for biblical study.

Mr. Raliegh A. Sandy Jr. [Southern Ohio Synod] commented, “I am fortunate to be one of
those that was raised in high spirit—I am a Promise Keeper.  I remain and retain that high spirit
from going in 1993 to the Boulder [Colo.] convention,  and strongly [encourage] the men of this
ministry to look at this in wholesome prayer for our brothers and sisters in Christ as we develop
our organizations to support the hungry men who need spiritual guidance as they return from
these conferences.”

Mr. Harry Arne [North Carolina Synod] spoke in favor of the motion “with some
information that the assembly might like to have.  Promise Keepers anticipate a
million-and-a-quarter men to participate in their program and events this coming year.  Without
question this is a powerful, positive program.  However good it is, it is not Lutheran.  Lutheran
Men in Mission has been aware of men’s needs since its inception in 1988 and since its first
publication in 1989.  [It has initiated] about forty studies dealing with things like relationships
with spouse, children, work place, addiction, and problems of men today.  These studies are from
a Lutheran perspective.  This resolution deals with our continued contact with Promise Keepers,
because we can learn from them, but it also supports the purpose of Lutheran Men in
Mission—to serve our men, to reclaim those we have lost, and to bring in those who are
unchurched.”

Mr. Ron Brasgalla [Southern California (West) Synod] moved to amend the resolution so as
to eliminate the term, “Promise Keepers”: 

Moved;
Seconded: To amend the first “Resolved” paragraph under the “Whereas” paragraphs of the
quoted motion by deleting the words, ‘”Promise Keepers” Movement,’ and by replacing them
with the words, “phenomenon of the men’s ministry movement outside of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America”; and
To amend the first “Resolved” paragraph of the quoted motion by deleting before the word,
“developed,” the words, “Promise Keepers,” and  replacing them with the words, “these
ministries”; and
To amend the first “Resolved” paragraph of the quoted motion by deleting before the word,
“experience,” the words, “Promise Keepers,” and by adding after the word, “experience,” the
words, “of these men’s ministries outside of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”; and
To amend the third “Resolved” paragraph of the quoted motion by deleting the words, ”’Promise
Keepers’ personnel” and by replacing them with the words, “personnel of the men’s ministries
outside of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”; and
To amend the third “Resolved” paragraph of the quoted motion by deleting the words, ”’Promise
Keepers’ program,” and replacing them with the words, “men’s ministry programs outside of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.”

Mr. Brasgalla spoke to the motion and observed that, while the “Promise Keepers”
movement has much to commend it, it is “dangerous” to align more closely with it at this time,
because it would be interpreted in some circles as alignment with the so-called “Religious
Right.”



Mr. Darrel S. Rice [Northeastern Ohio Synod] spoke in favor of the amendment, and in
favor of the entire motion.

An unidentified voting member called the question.

Moved; Two-Thirds Vote Required
Seconded; Voice Vote
Carried: To move the previous question.

Bishop Chilstrom advised the assembly, “We have before us a motion to amend.  It was
rather lengthy.  Is there any demand that it be read again?”  Hearing none, he called for the vote.

Moved;
Seconded; Yes-412; No-377
Carried:  To amend the first “Resolved” paragraph under the “Whereas” paragraphs of the
quoted motion by deleting the words, “’Promise Keepers’ Movement,” and by replacing them
with the words, “phenomenon of the men’s ministry movement outside of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America”; and
To amend the first “Resolved” paragraph of the quoted motion by deleting before the word,
“developed,” the words, “Promise Keepers,” and  replacing them with the words, “these
ministries”; and
To amend the first “Resolved” paragraph of the quoted motion by deleting before the word,
“experience,” the words, “Promise Keepers,” and by adding after the word, “experience,” the
words, “of these men’s ministries outside of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”; and
To amend the third “Resolved” paragraph of the quoted motion by deleting the words, “’Promise
Keepers’ personnel” and by replacing them with the words, “personnel of the men’s ministries
outside of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”; and
To amend the third “Resolved” paragraph of the quoted motion by deleting the words, “’Promise
Keepers’ program,” and replacing them with the words, “men’s ministry programs outside of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.”

The Rev. Steven R. P. Weston [Northwestern Minnesota Synod] moved the following: 

Moved;
SecondeD: To amend the amended motion by striking the introductory paragraph:
RESOLVED, that the assembly be informed about relationships developing between Lutheran
Men in Mission, our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America men’s organization, and a current
phenomenon of the men’s ministry movement outside the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America by considering the following resolution.

Pastor Weston spoke to his motion, stating, “The motion before us is confusing, because we
are resolving to consider something and then, as I understand it, if we vote for that, then we
would have to consider it.  This amendment is just to resolve that confusion in having us
consider it.”

Moved;



Seconded; Yes-426; No-323
Carried: To amend the amended motion by striking the introductory paragraph:
RESOLVED, that the assembly be informed about relationships developing between Lutheran
Men in Mission, our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America men’s organization, and a current
phenomenon of the men’s ministry movement outside the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America by considering the following resolution.

Bishop Chilstrom said, “Now you have the action before you without the first “Resolved”
and amended as approved earlier.  Any further comments?”

Mr. Darrel S. Rice [Northeastern Ohio Synod] commented, “I would just like to bring to the
assembly some information that would be helpful to them concerning the men’s ministries
throughout the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  Lutheran Men in Mission is the official
organization of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and many congregations have men’s
groups that are not affiliated with it.  We could give a much stronger witness, if all that have
men’s groups would affiliate with their Lutheran Men in Mission organization at the conference
or at the synod level.  To help you, we have information available.  On page 50-52 [of the
September 1995 issue] in The Lutheran [magazine] that was distributed to us, there is an article
that describes an effort that is going on now and evaluates Promise Keepers to a certain extent. 
We have, in addition to that, a document [written by] the Rev. James Nestingen that evaluates
[Promise Keepers].  We have a guide book for congregations, a supplement for small groups, and
then we would encourage individuals to become Master Builders.”

Mr. Trevis Butcher [Montana Synod] said, “Basically, I was very disappointed to see [the
intent of] this document completely changed.  In the churches in our area, there are many men
who have been involved with “Promise Keepers.”  I am opposed to this document, because it no
longer stands for what it started as.  We have great Lutheran Men in Mission programs in hand,
and it is kind of redundant to use it at this point.”

The Rev. David A. Mann [North/West Lower Michigan Synod] inquired, “Since the
document has been changed, when we vote, are we voting on the recommendation of the
Reference and Counsel Committee?”  Bishop Chilstrom responded, “You raise a good question. 
We are into really complicated business here.  It [the resolution submitted by Mr. Rice] came
before us through the Reference and Counsel Committee. [The committee had recommended
approval of the motion, which then became the main motion before the assembly.]  Now, we
have amended it a couple of times, so we will vote on the amended resolution.”

The Rev. Jane E. Kunzie-Brunner [Metropolitan Chicago Synod] spoke against the amended
motion, stating, “I have a great concern that there are many popular spiritual renewal programs,
but we have an obligation as a church to make sure that the spirituality we are speaking about is
in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  When we say, ‘such as these,’ we cannot
guarantee that they are confessionally in alignment with the Lutheran Confessions.”

Ms. Susan Rodine [Metropolitan Washington, D.C., Synod] spoke against Motion I as
amended, stating, “I have a lot of concern and I had a chance to read The Lutheran magazine
article last night about the Promise Keepers movement.  I lived in Colorado and know something
about Bill McCartney and his  personal theology.  I wonder whether we are not acting in ways
that are opposite to our affirmation of the equality and the validity of women in ministry and the
role of women in society, [specifically] whether this movement is in alignment with the
affirmation this church has made about the role of women.”



The Rev. David W. Schulte [Southwestern Texas Synod] requested further clarification
about the Rules of Organization and Procedure.  He said, “Mr. Mark Helmke, a little bit earlier,
pointed out that, according to the rules of the assembly, whenever the Reference and Counsel
Committee recommends approval or disapproval, the original motion is what comes before the
assembly.”

Bishop Chilstrom responded, “Let us check that one more time.”  He then read the two
paragraphs [paragraphs two and three on page 593 of 1995 Pre- Assembly Report, Volume 2] of
the Rules of Organization and Procedure that relate to recommendations for approval or
disapproval by either the Memorials Committee or the Committee of Reference and Counsel.  He
then said, “It is complicated, but I think we have got it right.”

Mr. Donald Rasmussen [Saint Paul Area Synod] commented that, with the resolution as
amended, the assembly no longer had what the Reference and Counsel Committee had
recommended for approval.

Ms. Susan Dill [Delaware-Maryland Synod] inquired about the document, authored by the
Rev. James A. Nestingen, which had been cited in the original motion.  She asked, “It refers to a
very specific, commissioned paper that was written about Promise Keepers.  Would we substitute
the language here also?”  Her question was related to the amendment to the substitute motion that
had deleted the words, “Promise Keepers,” after the word, “developed,” in the first “Resolved”
under the “Whereas” paragraphs and that had replaced it with “these ministries.”  She questioned
whether the substitution was appropriate, since the document was cited as a specific example. 
Bishop Chilstrom responded, “You raise a good point, but we did approve that change and it is
before you now.  We must go ahead and vote.  You will just have to keep that problem in mind
as you cast your vote.”

Bishop Chilstrom then advised the assembly, “You have before you now, Motion I,
submitted by Mr. Darrel S. Rice.  It has been amended by removing the first [‘introductory’]
‘ResolveD’ paragraph and the number of deletions and additions.  We will vote now on whether
you approve this resolution as amended.”

Bishop E. LeRoy Riley Jr. [New Jersey Synod] requested further clarification. 
Subsequently, the Rev. David W. Schulte [Southwestern Texas Synod] commented,

“According to the rules you read a moment ago, what is before us is not the recommendation of
the Reference and Counsel Committee.  It is the original motion as amended.”

Mr. Douglas Reeves [Rocky Mountain Synod] asked, “Is a motion to lay the resolution upon
the table . . . in order?”  Bishop Chilstrom responded, “Yes.”  Mr. Reeves then moved the
following:

Moved;
Seconded; Yes-501; No-335
Carried:  To table further discussion of this matter.

The Rev. Richard L. Schaper [Sierra Pacific Synod] moved to amend the orders of the day to
move directly to Motion M.

Moved;
Seconded: To amend the orders of the day, in order to discuss Motion M.



Pastor Schaper spoke to the motion, stating, “The intervening motions are issues of
substance and also important.  However, none of them has the urgency of Motion M.  We are
dealing here with two congregations that at the end of the calendar year will be expelled from our
church.  I ask that this receive the attention of the assembly.”

Bishop Chilstrom stated that the assembly must conclude business at 11:30 a.m. “Any items
of business not taken care of by [this assembly] automatically are referred to the Church
Council,” he said.

Moved; Two-Thirds Vote Required
Seconded; Yes-586; No-193
Carried: To amend the orders of the day, in order to discuss Motion M.

Motion M—First United and St. Francis Lutheran Churches, 
Sierra Pacific Synod

Mr. Peña presented Motion M, which addressed two resolutions, submitted respectively by
Mr. Ron Brasgalla [Southern California (West) Synod] and the Rev. Albert R. Ahlstrom
[Metropolitan New York Synod].

The following motion was submitted by Mr. Ron Brasgalla [Southern California (West)
Synod]:
Whereas, the Discipline Committee of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), in a
six-to-five majority decision on June 18, 1990, suspended the congregations of St. Francis
Lutheran Church, San Francisco, for calling an openly lesbian couple to serve as pastors of their
congregation, and First United Lutheran Church, San Francisco, for calling an openly gay man to
serve as pastor of their congregation; and
Whereas, the suspension, which expires December 31, 1995, was for a five-year period to allow
time for:  “(1) Study and dialogue within the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America with
respect to its practices regarding ordination of homosexual persons; and (2) action at one or more
churchwide assemblies.  If by that date or sooner, the practices of these congregations are in
accord with the pastoral leadership criterion of recognition, they will be restored to full
membership in the church.  If such accord does not occur by the end of the suspension period, the
congregations will be removed from the roll of ELCA congregations” (Decision of the Discipline
Committee, Introduction, paragraph 7, page 3); and
Whereas, the Memorandum of Reasons in support of the decision stated:  “There is a need for
dialogue and reconciliation within this church in the face of ambiguity and conflict on the issue
of ordination of practicing homosexual persons” (Decision of the Discipline Committee, Section
II.B.2, paragraph 1, page 21); and “As the Lutheran church, we cannot remain true to our own
purpose and confession as an open, teaching, and inclusive church unless we are willing to
participate in genuine dialogue with gay and lesbian persons.  And genuine dialogue cannot
continue if they are ignored in our studies and deliberations or removed from our community”
(Decision of the Discipline Committee, Section II.B.2, paragraph 6, page 22); and
Whereas, the ELCA Vision and Expectations: Ordained Ministers in the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America document, developed by the Division for Ministry, and adopted October 1990
by the ELCA Church Council, which included guidelines regarding those “who are homosexual
in their self-understanding,” did not include gay and lesbian persons in the study and deliberation
process that brought forth the document; and



Whereas, the Discipline Committee, as constituted on June 8, 1990, has retained jurisdiction over
this case “to provide any interpretation of this statement of decision and to determine the
occurrence of any of the conditions described” (Decision of the Discipline Committee, paragraph
3, pages 5 and 8); and
Whereas, the purpose of the five-year suspension period was chosen to allow for careful study
and deliberation, and yet, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has not acted upon the
recommendations of the Discipline Committee to participate in genuine dialogue with gay and
lesbian persons on the issue of ordination of practicing homosexuals; therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America reconvene the Discipline
Committee of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (as constituted June 18, 1990, and
which has retained jurisdiction over this case), to review faithfully and determine the status,
during the last five years, of all conditions set forth in their decision and discipline of June 18,
1990, so that the Discipline Committee and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America may be
of clear conscience when the final condition of discipline is imposed on December 31, 1995.

In addition, the following motion was submitted by the Rev. Albert R. Ahlstrom
[Metropolitan New York Synod]:

RESOLVED, to commend the action taken by the 1995 Sierra Pacific Synod Assembly and
commended by the 1995 assembly of the Metropolitan Washington, D.C., Synod: “that when the
First United and St. Francis congregations are expelled from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, we encourage the bishop and the Synod Council of the Sierra Pacific Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to explore creative ways to ‘maintain a strong bond of
fellowship’ with these congregations.”

Reference and Counsel 
Recommendation

The committee recognizes the deep pain experienced throughout this church at both the
present suspension and anticipated removal from the roster of the San Francisco congregations of
First United and St. Francis Lutheran churches.  The committee honors the integrity of the
witness to the Gospel and compassionate outreach ministry of the two congregations.  Likewise
honored are the integrity and faithfulness of the Sierra Pacific Synod bishop and council who
filed charges, as well as the disciplinary panel which rendered its decision in 1990.

The committee’s review of pertinent documents leads it to note with sorrow that the
anticipated study and dialogue, as recommended in the written disciplinary decision, have not
yielded resolution of the continuing conflict.

At the same time, the committee recognizes that for the promotion and protection of the
rights of all parties in disciplinary proceedings, this church in assembly, as well as its
congregations and synods must follow the constitutional provisions governing such proceedings.

The recommendation of the Committee of Reference and Counsel was presented to the
assembly as the main motion as provided in the Rules of Organization and Procedure (1995
Pre-Assembly Report, Volume 2, page 593).

Moved;



Seconded: To affirm and support the action of the Sierra Pacific Synod in seeking “creative
ways to maintain a strong bond of fellowship” with the San Francisco congregations of First
United and St. Francis Lutheran churches during the time of suspension and if they are removed
from the roster of this church.

Mr. Gregory R. Jahnke [Sierra Pacific Synod] requested that privilege of the floor be
extended to Ms. Mari Irvin, in order that she might present a communication from the two San
Francisco congregations.

Moved; Two-Thirds Vote Required
Seconded; Yes-564; No-216
Carried: To extend the privilege of voice to Ms. Mari Irvin, president of St. Francis
Lutheran Church, San Francisco, Calif., for the purpose of delivering a brief message from the
two suspended San Francisco conference churches.

Bishop Chilstrom asked Mr. Jahnke, “Did you include in your motion a length of time?” 
Mr. Jahnke responded, “No, I did not, but it would be approximately two and one half minutes.”

In addressing the assembly, Ms. Mari Irvin said, “I welcome the opportunity to speak to you
today.  As the president of St. Francis Lutheran Church in San Francisco, I bring greetings in the
name of Jesus Christ to each of you from members of that community and from First United
Lutheran Church.  Some of you have visited us; many of you have prayed for us.  We very much
value your support in many ways.  I will cut my statement somewhat short because I know we are
very much under the pressure of time.  

“Let me simply say that as a person who participated in the hearing in July 1990, it is my
personal knowledge that the discipline committee was very sensitive to the issue before us and
wanted very much in its recommendation to make sure that the Churchwide Assembly had the
opportunity to deal with policy issues after appropriate study and communication.

“I stand before you today as a lesbian daughter of the Lutheran church.  But most
importantly, I stand among you as a person who for nearly 62 years has been a baptized child of
our God.  I ask you, the members of this Churchwide Assembly, to take the good-faith action
needed at this time.  I am asking you to find a way to extend the suspension period of St. Francis
and First United Lutheran Churches so that the yet undone work asked for urgently by the
discipline committee five years ago might be dealt with.  Let expulsion be regarded as the
disciplinary committee so intended—an act to come after, if necessary, rather than to come
before a time of study and dialogue among those of us who have differences.  I do not know the
parliamentary mechanism needed to extend the period of suspension, but I do believe that
parliamentary and administrative procedures to be our servant, not our master.  For that reason, it
is my urgent hope that this assembly can find a procedurally correct way to insure that the
intention of the discipline committee can be honored and that expulsion not occur on December
31, [1995]. 

“In closing, I would like to say that I believe that we have nothing to fear in conflict and
disagreement, because these are the necessary and transitory components of the process by which
we work together.  Our God has been with us and those who have gone before us on other
difficult journeys that have revealed to those who seek, a deeper understanding of God’s message
and of God’s love.  May we all go out with good faith and courage, not knowing where we go,



but only that God’s hand is leading us and God’s love supporting us through Jesus Christ.  Thank
you.”

Bishop George P. Mocko [Delaware-Maryland Synod] moved:

Moved;
Seconded: To refer this matter to the Church Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America.

Bishop Mocko spoke to the motion, stating, “This is an extremely important issue and, if we
want to be a community of moral deliberation, we cannot deal with this adequately in the amount
of time left.”

Mr. Dart Westphal [Metropolitan New York Synod] commented, “I believe this resolution,
Motion M, if I am hearing it correctly, is something that we can all support and understand that
we are not making any change.  We are just asking for a word, some statement by this body, that
we would like to retain some sort of fellowship with these congregations.  If we were dealing
with Motion N, I believe the gentleman would be correct [Bishop Mocko’s rationale for the
motion to refer], but on Motion M, I do not think so.”

The Rev. Gary L. Olson [Saint Paul Area Synod] inquired about a statement made in the
resolution submitted by Mr. Brasgalla.  Bishop Chilstrom advised that the matter immediately
before the assembly was the motion to refer.

The Rev. Albert R. Ahlstrom [Metropolitan New York Synod] said, “This is a very
important issue, but it seems to me that to extend a bond of fellowship is not a matter that needs
to be referred to the Church Council.  We should act on it.”

Moved;
Seconded; Yes-400; No-446
Defeated: To refer this matter to the Church Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America.

The Rev. Richard L. Schaper [Sierra Pacific Synod] moved to extend debate.

Moved;
Seconded: To extend debate by five minutes.

Bishop Chilstrom stated, “Our problem is two-fold—the building, which we must vacate
and the eight-minute limit [on debate on any issue], which is about to expire.  However, the
motion is in order.”

Pastor Schaper then withdrew his motion and moved to call the question: 

Moved; Two-Thirds Vote Required
Seconded; Voice Vote
Carried: To call the question on all matters before the house.

Bishop Ralph A. Kempski [Indiana-Kentucky Synod] inquired about the meaning of the
phrase, “strong bond of fellowship” in the recommendation of the Committee of Reference and



Counsel.  He said, “Before I can vote one way or the other, I would like to know that definition.”
Mr. Peña responded to the question, “That is picking up the language from the [Sierra

Pacific] Synod and I would ask Bishop Robert W. Mattheis to address that.”
Bishop Mattheis said, “That language comes from a resolution adopted at our Synod

Assembly this year.  The substance of that is still being explored and will be addressed by our
synod council in September [1995].  We intended to express a mutual fellowship and oneness
that is ours in Christ as we labor together for the cause of the Gospel.  The exact content of it, or
the shape it is going to take, has not yet been determined.”
Assembly
Action Yes-674; No-172
CA95.7.74 To affirm and support the action of the Sierra Pacific Synod in seeking “creative
ways to maintain a strong bond of fellowship” with the San Francisco congregations of First
United and St. Francis Lutheran churches during the time of suspension and if they are removed
from the roster of this church.

Motions S, T, U, V, and W
The Rev. Eric C. Kutzli [Western Iowa Synod] moved to suspend the orders of the day, in

order to consider several of the remaining motions en bloc.

Moved; Two-Thirds Vote Required
Seconded; Voice Vote
Carried: To suspend the orders of the day, in order to consider en bloc Motions S, T, U, V,
and W.

Assembly
Action Yes- 695; No-77
CA95.7.75 To adopt en bloc Motions S, T, U, V, and W; and
To agree, in the interest of time, that they not be read, but that the printed copies received by each
voting member be entrusted to them with the understanding that this en bloc action does not
diminish in any way our thanks and appreciation:

Motion S: Acclamation of Bishop Herbert W. Chilstrom
[Assembly
Action]
CA95.7.76 It is with deep gratitude that we, the members of the 1995 Churchwide Assembly,
on behalf of the members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, receive the report of
Herbert W. Chilstrom, bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
We are thankful for God’s servant, Bishop Chilstrom, who from the beginning of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America has given visionary, faithful, and steady leadership.  Bishop
Chilstrom has charted the course for making Christ known within this church and beyond.  With
energy and dedication he has nurtured significant relationships among others in the human family
of faith around the globe.  Through these years Bishop Chilstrom has shown pastoral care and
concern while the church has wrestled with sensitive issues.
Bishop Chilstrom has served us well through the capable and committed work of his staff.  We
take this opportunity to offer thanks and recognition to each of them.



We pledge ourselves, and encourage all members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
to:
• Pray that the winds of the Spirit will blow among us and convert us from a settled church to a
mission-driven church;
• Come alive in the Spirit, use our gifts and carry the Good News of the Gospel into our daily
lives;
• Be the Church with confidence, use the Bible with care, and work for peace with vigor;
• Strengthen the congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and their
ministries to the world;
• Provide solid theological education and reflection for the leadership of this church, its rostered
and lay leaders;
• Contribute to the financial health of the church for mission and ministry;
• Renew our commitment to justice as we struggle with complex social issues in a way that all
voices are heard; and
• Share more fully our oneness in Christ through ecumenical relationships.

We ask God’s blessing on Bishop Herbert W. and Pastor E. Corinne Chilstrom in new
opportunities for ministry as they continue to make Christ known throughout the world.

Motion T: Acclamation of Vice President Kathy J. Magnus
[Assembly
Action]
CA95.7.77 We give God thanks for the gifted, dynamic, and deeply committed leadership of
Vice President Kathy J. Magnus.  Ms. Magnus not only conscientiously directs the important
ministry of the Church Council, but also mentors the development of leaders in the church,
particularly among the laity.
We rejoice in the leadership she has offered as she represents this church in this country and
around the world.
We receive with genuine gratitude the vice president’s creative report of the work of the Church
Council and its committees.
We celebrate her re-election and affirm Ms. Magnus’ focused vision for this church and her
leadership in making Christ known.

Motion U:  Acclamation of Secretary Lowell G. Almen
[Assembly
Action]
CA95.7.78 In response to the report of Secretary Lowell G. Almen, we hereby express our
admiration and respect for his tireless, thorough work.  For this unique servant of God, we give
thanks and celebrate his affirming re-election.
We appreciate his care in giving leadership to the many significant tasks of the Office of
Secretary.  We join his “fan club” in celebrating his genuine humor and love for this church.  We
express deep gratitude for his encyclopedic knowledge that serves so well the congregations,
synods, Church Council, Conference of Bishops, and this entire church.  Our gratitude also goes
to the efficient staff of the office who meticulously tend to such necessary information as current
rosters, membership statistics, and benevolence trends.
Finally, we thank Secretary Lowell G. Almen for all of his faithful efforts in guaranteeing that



this assembly is effective, efficient, and, indeed, makes Christ known.  We pray God’s continual
blessing as he begins his new term.
Motion V: Acclamation of Treasurer Richard L. McAuliffe

[Assembly
Action]
CA95.7.79 We greatly appreciate Treasurer Richard L. McAuliffe and staff for their dedicated
attention to the financial health of this church.
We are deeply concerned that there be continued improvement in the financial status of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America while maximizing the resources for ongoing mission
and ministry.
We commit ourselves to prayer, wise stewardship, and personal sacrifice for the mission of the
Church.

Motion W: A General Thanksgiving
[Assembly
Action]
CA95.7.80 As God’s people, we have gathered in Minneapolis, Minn., to make Christ known
through our worship, our prayer, our deliberations, and our decisions.  We have named a new
leader, affirmed the effective work of two officers by reelection, and chosen many to carry on the
work of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America during the next biennium.  As we return to
our homes and congregations, we give thanks to God for God’s blessings these days, among
them:
• The dedication and leadership of our officers:  Bishop Herbert W. Chilstrom, Vice President
Kathy J. Magnus, Secretary Lowell G. Almen, and Treasurer Richard L. McAuliffe.
• The guidance, support, and direction for the ministries of our church by the Church Council, the
Conference of Bishops, and the churchwide staff.
• The many people who have contributed to this assembly:
   • Bishop David W. Olson (Minneapolis Area Synod) and Bishop Lowell O. Erdahl (Saint Paul
Area Synod) and their staffs, the Local Arrangements Committee, and the gracious volunteers for
their welcome and hospitality.
   • The ELCA Staff Planning Committee, Assembly Manager Mary Beth Nowak, and all staff
who provided many extra hours of service and support.
   • The Worship Committee, worship leaders, Bible study presenters, and musicians who
inspired each day as we focused on Word and Sacrament.
   • The board of directors for the “Festival:  Word and Deed” for their enriching contribution of
special events and inspiration.
   • The task force members who generously gave time, energy, and expertise to craft the “Social
Statement on Peace.”
   • The media staff members who with their creativity and technical expertise enriched the
assembly with a rich variety of visual images, with special thanks to all those who brought us
together through the teleconference.
   • The people of Minneapolis and St. Paul who extended their welcome and care through the
staff of Central Lutheran Church, the Convention Center, and hotels.
   • The members of the Youth Convocation who energized us with their witness, song, and



dance.
   • All assembly presenters from whom we learned about our church and its mission.
   • The faithful people of God at this assembly, who have come with the prayers of congregations
across the country, have experienced God’s Spirit and presence in memorable ways:
      • in the warmth and interaction of the Hospitality Center;
      • in the rich color and beauty of the quilts;
      • in the inspiration of Festival music and drama;
      • in the creation of a stained-glass window; and
      • in the mutual greetings in Minneapolis skyways.
And, so we pray for God’s benediction on this assembly and on each one who has come together
to make Christ known.

Ms. Bergquist thanked Pastor Kutzli for the action bringing these motions before the
assembly.  Concluding the report of the Committee of Reference and Counsel, she said, “The
committee had planned to bring these resolutions of thanks to the assembly en bloc and to say
that they would not be read at this time, but that the printed copy received by each voting
member be entrusted to them with the understanding that this does not diminish in any way our
thanks and appreciation.  Thank you for the acclamation of the work that has been done.”

Ms. Kim Prestidge [Northeastern Minnesota Synod] requested a moment of personal
privilege.  She said, “On behalf of the State of Minnesota, we would like to thank the Church
Council for selecting Minneapolis as the host site of the 1995 Churchwide Assembly.  It has been
a privilege and a pleasure to have all of you here in our state and I hope that you will get a chance
to return to our state someday to enjoy one of our 14,000 lakes, the trees of the northern woods,
the northern lights—and make sure you take time to have an authentic Finnish sauna.”

Announcement of the Next Regular Assembly
Bishop Chilstrom called upon Secretary Lowell G. Almen to make final announcements.  
Secretary Almen announced that the 1997 Churchwide Assembly would convene in the city

of Philadelphia, Pa., August 14-20, 1997.  He then requested a moment of personal privilege in
order that the bishop of the Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod, the Rev. Roy G. Almquist, might
greet assembly members in anticipation of that event.  

Bishop Almquist said, “It is a joy for us to have this opportunity to express a personal
welcome to the voting members and to share with you these words of welcome [from the Mayor
of Philadelphia]:”

From its very birth in 1682, when it was founded by William Penn, Penn-sylvania has been a
haven of religious freedom and diversity. The first Lutheran synod was established in
Philadelphia by Henry Melchoir Muehlenberg in 1748 joining an historic group of religious
organizations, which also traced their roots to this city.  The Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, which was founded in 1987, will mark its tenth anniversary when it holds its fifth
biennial assembly in Philadelphia from August 14-20, 1997.

Now, therefore, I Edward G. Rendell, Mayor of the City of Philadelphia, do extend an
advance welcome to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and do assure all that the
citizens of the “City of Brotherly Love” [and I am sure he means also Sisterly Love, Bishop
Almquist interjected], will extend their full hospitality and welcome to its members when they



convene in Philadelphia in 1997 for their fifth biennial assembly.

Bishop Almquist added, “I do want to extend a personal invitation . . . and we hope that
many of you [voting members] will return.  We are particularly delighted that we will have
returning to Philadelphia, H. George Anderson, who received most of his professional degrees in
Philadelphia.  He got one degree from a small non-Lutheran academy in New Haven, Conn.
[Yale University], but everything else from Philadelphia.  It is a joy to welcome you all and to
present to the Andersons, Jutta and George, some T-shirts that they can start wearing now to get
ready for the joy of Philadelphia.”

Other Announcements
Secretary Almen announced that the installation of the Rev. H. George Anderson as the

second bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America would occur at a Service of Holy
Communion at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, November 18, 1995, at Rockefeller Chapel on the campus
of the University of Chicago.

Secretary Almen also announced that a teleconference featuring Bishop Anderson would be
held from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time, on Sunday, December 3, 1995.

Closing of the 1995 Churchwide Assembly
Bishop Chilstrom called upon Ms. Ruth Allin (Chicago, Illinois) to lead the closing service

of worship.  Bishop Chilstrom then presided at the Order for the Closing of the Churchwide
Assembly.  He declared the 1995 Churchwide Assembly to be adjourned at 11:53 a.m.



Exhibit A

Members of the
Churchwide Assembly

Voting Members

Officers
Rev. Herbert W. Chilstrom, bishop
Ms. Kathy J. Magnus, vice president
Rev. Lowell G. Almen, secretary
Mr. Richard L. Mc Auliffe, treasurer

Alaska Synod (1A)
Ms. Jamie Berge
Mr. Larry Graham
Rev. Duane J. Hanson
Bishop Donald D. Parsons
Mr. Vincent Tocktoo Sr.

Northwest Washington Synod (1B)
Rev. L. Paul Bartling
Ms. Bobbie Domenico
Rev. Karen L. Hanson
Mr. Carroll Hovland
Ms. Luana Langford
Ms. Bernice Lavik
Ms. Erma Lee
Mr. James Logghe
Bishop Donald H. Maier
Rev. James D. Stender
Rev. Robert F. Winkel



Southwestern Washington Synod (1C)
Ms. Norah Bringer
Ms. Merri Erickson
Mr. Jack Johnson
Mr. Ray Odmark
Rev. Gordon L. Omdal Jr.
Rev. Carol L. Plummer
Ms. Kay Ronde
Mr. Howard Thronson
Bishop David C. Wold
Eastern Washington-Idaho Synod (1D)
Ms. Barbara L. Bauer
Ms. Tanya Christenson
Rev. Barbara J. Condon
Ms. Laura Estes
Bishop Robert M. Keller
Rev. John A. La Munyon
Mr. Al Liebetrau  (8/16-8/20; 8/22)
Mr. Peter Shen
Mr. Ray Vallejo
Mr. John David Watrous  (8/21)

Oregon Synod (1E)
Ms. Sandra C. Anderson
Mr. Hal Dick
Ms. Bonny Groshong
Ms. Judy Jernberg
Rev. Martha H. Maier
Rev. Muriel E. Peterson
Mr. Robert Steen
Bishop Paul R. Swanson
Mr. Paul Tews

Montana Synod (1F)
Mr. Trevis Butcher
Ms. Melissa Dreyer
Mr. Mark Halvorson
Mr. Adrian Hoye
Rev. Richard A. Jespersen
Rev. Dorene C. King
Rev. Wayne H. Pris
Bishop Mark R. Ramseth
Ms. Loretta Stordahl
Ms. Cherrie Wood



Sierra Pacific Synod (2A)
Ms. Patricia R. Cash
Mr. Roy Davis
Rev. Lauren I. Egdahl
Rev. Paul J. Gravrock
Mr. Dennis F. Haugan
Mr. Tom Hoegel
Rev. Mark W. Holmerud
Mr. Gregory Jahnke
Ms. Cynthia Johnson
Ms. Diane Lowe
Mr. Jack Lowry
Rev. Glenn W. Lundahl
Bishop Robert W. Mattheis
Ms. Darlene Paulsen
Ms. Joan W. Peery
Rev. Richard L. Schaper
Rev. Randall K. Wilburn

Southern California (West) Synod (2B)
Ms. Carol Arsaga
Mr. Ron Brasgalla
Mr. A. Dean Buchanan
Mr. Robert Chillison
Bishop Paul W. Egertson
Ms. Racine Forrest
Ms. Stephenie Gittoes
Rev. James E. Kinseley 
Rev. James Lodbell
Rev. Randal L. Ouimette
Rev. Kathleen A. Richter

Pacifica Synod (2C)
Ms. Betty Anderson
Mr. Larry Anderson
Rev. Margaret A. Duttera
Mr. Bill Evans
Ms. Linda Hansen
Rev. Jonathan A. Heierman
Bishop Robert L. Miller
Rev. A. Everett Nielsen
Ms. Diane Nissen
Rev. Peter A. Pettit
Ms. Donna Scott
Mr. Willie Velasco



Grand Canyon Synod (2D)
Rev. Joseph L. Carucci
Mr. Wally Gigstad
Mr. Dennis Haugan
Ms. Jami Johnson
Mr. Carl Morgan
Ms. Delee Rehak
Ms. Inez Rodning
Rev. John A. Schaumburg
Rev. Donald P. Schneider
Mr. Clifford Scott
Bishop Howard E. Wennes
Ms. Jennifer Zahnow

Rocky Mountain Synod (2E)
Rev. Grant L. Aaseng
Rev. Robert C. Barger
Rev. Kristi K. Beebe
Mr. Mark A. Betley
Bishop Allan C. Bjornberg
Ms. Mary Erickson
Mr. Ron Guse
Ms. Dianna Johnston
Mr. Jack K. Kronser
Rev. Frank E. Lay
Rev. Harold T. Nilsson
Rev. John S. Petty
Mr. Douglas Reeves
Mr. Robert Sandoval
Ms. Nina Soltwedel
Mr. Harold Steinhoff
Ms. Mercy Torres
Ms. Bonnie J. Yockstick

Western North Dakota 
Synod (3A)
Rev. Nola M. Eisenbrandt
Rev. Allyne Holz
Mr. Lowell Jensen
Ms. Nichole Johnson
Mr. Walter Johnson
Rev. Geraldine C. King
Ms. Marge Krohn
Bishop Robert D. Lynne
Mr. Pat Mc Cormack



Ms. Diane Melbye
Ms. Alice Olson
Rev. Jo D. Olson
Mr. Harold Pahlmeyer
Rev. Klaus W. Raab
Mr. Rolland Redlin
Rev. Darrel W. Saathoff
Mr. William Trautman
Mr. Harry Zacher

Eastern North Dakota Synod (3B)
Ms. Darci Asche
Ms. Charlene Burthold
Rev. Karla J. Coen-Tuff
Rev. Susan K. Folks
Bishop Richard J. Foss
Ms. Sharon Fox-Bogen
Ms. Borghild Haven
Rev. James L. Hilde
Rev. Barbara L. Johnson
Rev. Timothy G. Johnson
Rev. James D. Kegel
Ms. Carol Lewis
Ms. Jean Luttschwager
Mr. Brent Nerland
Rev. Harold D. Ovre
Mr. Harlan Pederson
Mr. Wayne Quam
Ms. Lola J. Ruff
Mr. Larry Thiele
Mr. Joel Thompson
Mr. Alvin Tollefsrud

South Dakota Synod (3C)
Ms. Chelle Calvert
Mr. Reid Christopherson
[Rev. Andrea F. DeGroot-Nesdahl, 

bishop-elect]
Mr. Martin Drefs
Bishop Norman D. Eitrheim
Rev. Derek J. Engfelt
Rev. Bruce P. Falksen
Ms. Waynette Geigle
Rev. Robert D. Hansen
Rev. Kevin H. Kline



Mr. Jim Kranhold
Rev. John A. Mayer
Mr. Richard Moe
Ms. Helen Nelson
Rev. Vaughn R. Nesheim
Ms. Donna Nolte
Mr. Donald Olauson
Ms. Dorothy Pulscher
Rev. Olaf Roynesdal
Rev. Hans M. Sacrison
Mr. James Schade
Mr. Harlan Stoley
Ms. Sarah Wieland

Northwestern Minnesota 
Synod (3D)
Rev. Irving J. Arnquist
Mr. Curtis Benson
Rev. William E. Boelter
Rev. Dennis W. Brovold
Rev. Paul S. Brunsberg
Ms. Nancy Christian
Mr. David Green
Rev. Michael A. Gustafson
Rev. Gary L. Halverson
[Rev. Arlen D. Hermodson, 

bishop-elect]
Mr. Glenn J. Kangas
Mr. Darrel Krogseng
Ms. Marianne Lorentzen-Pickett
Mr. Sergio A. Mendes
Ms. Lynne Olson
Bishop Arthur V. Rimmereid
Ms. Delores Seamon
Rev. Martin A. Seamon
Ms. Oliane Sharp-Anderson
Rev. Stephen J. Sveom
Mr. Phil Volkman
Ms. Jane Walker
Rev. Steven R. P. Weston
Ms. Ute White

Southwestern Minnesota 
Synod (3E)
Ms. Anne Andert



Mr. Mike Francis
Rev. Larry C. Johnson
Rev. Arthur C. Larson
Rev. Todd M. Mattson
Ms. Ruth Mills
Bishop Roger L. Munson
Rev. Duane C. Nelson
Ms. Corrine Olsen
Ms. Kim Prestidge
Rev. Bruce P. Rimmereid
Rev. Frederick J. Tessmer
Mr. David Vik
Mr. Merrill Widmark

Southwestern Minnesota 
Synod (3F)
Rev. William R. Boettner
Ms. Maxine Broderius  (8/18-8/22)
Mr. Paul Buhr
Rev. Daniel B. Carlson
Mr. Lee Cunningham
Mr. Bill Ehlke
Mr. Richard Gross
Ms. Miriam Hackmann
Rev. Roger L. Hanson
Rev. Andrew D. Hermodson-Olsen
Rev. Robert A. Kemppainen
Ms. Donna Kurth
Ms. Brenda Larson
Rev. Peggy A. Paugh Leuzinger
Ms. Mary Lou Ludeman
Ms. Margery Mensing
Mr. Harold Nash
Bishop Stanley N. Olson
Rev. Charles R. Paulson
Rev. Diane S. Pederson
Ms. Leila Preston
Rev. Robert L. Rendahl
Mr. William Styles
Mr. Leland Swanson
Mr. John Thompson
Ms. Joanne Wahl  (8/16-8/17)
Rev. Arthur E. Wiese
Ms. Rose Youngquist



Minneapolis Area Synod (3G)
Mr. Dennis Anderson
Ms. Elaine Anderson
Rev. Rodney L. Anderson
Ms. Barbara Ann Brown
Mr. Jeff Brummer
Ms. Kari Christianson
Mr. Curtis Coates
Rev. Russell E. Comnick
Mr. Ted Dornfeld
Ms. Linda Eckman
Rev. Susan L. Engh
Ms. Greta Gantriis
Rev. Karen Geisendorfer-Lindgren
Mr. Dave Gosewich
Ms. Goytree Hakim
Mr. Dave Herboldt
Mr. Arnold Hermanson
Rev. Mark K. Holman
Mr. Harold Huwe
Mr. Ray Johnson
Ms. Carol La Hurd
Ms. Charlotte Ley
Ms. Sue Liemohn
Rev. Judith M. Mattison
Mr. Howard P. Melaen
Rev. Steven J.  Melander
Mr. Roger Miller
Mr. Joel Mugge
Rev. Raita J. Neely
Ms. Joanne Negstad
Rev. Margaret T. Nutter
Bishop David W. Olson
Rev. Mark R. Olson
Rev. Luther E. Peterson
Ms. Mary Ann Portz
Ms. Stephanie Smith
Rev. Valerie L. Strand
Mr. Dang Thao
Rev. Sandralea B. Watson

Saint Paul Area Synod (3H)
Rev. Mark R. Aune
Ms. Linda R. Brook
Rev. Daniel C. Brumm



Ms. Cheryl Chatman
Mr. Frank D. Enfield
Bishop Lowell O. Erdahl
Rev. James E. Erlandson
Ms. Joann Gunderson
[Rev. Mark S. Hanson, bishop-elect]
Mr. Yoshio C. Haraguchi
Rev. Paul H. Harris
Rev. Eleanor M. Hunsberger
Ms. Alice Johnson
Ms. Robin Kieffer
Ms. Agnes Leer
Ms. Betty Marquardt
Ms. Lynne Moratzka
Mr. Larry W. Nelson
Mr. Gary Olson
Rev. Gary K. Olson
Rev. M. Susan Peterson
Mr. Donald Rasmussen
Rev. Steven K. Thorson
Rev. M. Caroline Tokheim
Mr. John Walker
Rev. George C. Weinman

Southeastern Minnesota 
Synod (3I)
Mr. Larry Anderson
Mr. Vern Anderson
Mr. C. J. Anderson
Rev. Eric G. Burtness
Rev. Charles R. Christensen
Ms. Nancy Danielson
Rev. Charles E. Espe
Mr. Jason Fish
Rev. Kathryn L. Gauger
Mr. Robert Goldman
Rev. Thomas G. Koelln
Rev. Natanael F. Lizarazo
Ms. Sara Markham
Ms. Joyce Newman
Bishop Glenn W. Nycklemoe
Ms. Shannon Olson
Ms. Elloyce Queensland
Ms. Dorothy J. Satre
Mr. Glenn Schubbe



Ms. Michelle Simonson
Rev. Gary L. Terrio
Ms. Marie Tesch
Rev. Arthur H. Thorstensen Jr.
Mr. Leverne Vangsness

Nebraska Synod (4A)
Ms. Jolene Anderson
Mr. Robert Anderson
Ms. Mary Lou Aune
Rev. David C. Bronstad
Mr. David Coker
Rev. Nancy H. Cole
Ms. Shirley Daire
Mr. Bob Ehlers
Ms. Dorothy Ehlers
Mr. Ronald D. Goldenstein
Rev. Dennis N. Hahle
Rev. Thomas J. Hallstrom
Rev. Carl E. Hunzeker Jr.
Bishop Richard N. Jessen
Ms. Arlene Johnson
Mr. Gerald Johnson
Rev. David P. Kramer
Ms. Joann Kramer
Rev. James S. Lindgren
Rev. George D. Matthews
Mr. Thomas Miller
Ms. Betty Olson
Mr. Jeff Pederson
Mr. Elmer Sasse
Ms. Carrol Wells
Mr. Norman Wichman

Central States Synod (4B)
Rev. Michael G. Clark
Ms. Nanette Ellis
Mr. Larry Frank
Ms. Katie Garcia
Mr. Dan Glamann
Rev. Ronald T. Glusenkamp
Ms. Barbara Johnson
Rev. Susan G. Langhauser
Mr. Harold Light
Rev. Karen A. Lundwall



Bishop Charles H. Maahs
Mr. Jim Meisenheimer
Ms. Eleanor A. Pedersen
Rev. David C. Rossbach
Ms. Diane E. Wagner

Arkansas-Oklahoma Synod (4C)
Rev. Marsha C. Anderson
Rev.  Robert T. Dealey
Mr. L. H. Dodson
Ms. Mary Mc Dowall
Bishop Floyd M. Schoenhals
Ms. Lylie Standingwater

North Texas-Northern Louisiana Synod (4D)
Ms. Helen Beaujour
Ms. Caroline Brown
Ms. Janet Calico
Rev. Melvin J. Hammer Jr.
Bishop Mark B. Herbener
Rev. John S. Hillmer
Ms. Ruth Vinciguerra
Mr. Dan Whittington

Southwestern Texas Synod (4E)
Mr. Kevin Anderson
Bishop James E. Bennett
Rev. David L. Carrillo
Mr. Juan Garcia
Mr. Mark Helmke
Mr. Elmer Herbort
Ms. Dorothy K. Jacobs
Ms. Alice Luedke
Ms. Sarah B. Mitchell
Rev. George S. Munroe Jr.
Ms. Gladys Nelson
Rev. J. Elliott Pancoast
Ms. Cuca Ricord
Rev. David W. Schulte
Rev. Ray Tiemann

Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod (4F)
Rev. John T. H. Anderson
Bishop Paul J. Blom
Rev. Bruce E. A. Booher



Ms. Laura C. Bourdo
Mr. Oscar Ekelund
Ms. Judy Gerner
Rev. Jill Knueppel
Mr. Ralph Martin
Mr. Mark Probst
Ms. Ada Stasny
Mr. Paul Zoch

Metropolitan Chicago 
Synod (5A)
Ms. Doris A. Bettin
Mr. Norman Briggs
Rev. Thomas S. Church
Mr. Calvin K. Claus
Mr. Douglas A. Fisher
Mr. Steven L. Homberg
Mr. Robert B. Hurdle
Rev. Jane E. Kunzie-Brunner
Ms. Gretchen Mc Dowell
Ms. Beverly J. Moody
Rev. Colleen R. Nelson
Bishop Kenneth R. Olsen
Mr. Robert Olsen
Rev. Bruce W. Pangborn
Ms. Jean Pavela
Mr. Ivan A. Perez
Rev. F. Leonard Peterson
Ms. Pamela R. Sall
Ms. J. Eva Savolainen
Rev. Kathie Bender Schwich
Rev. Daniel J. Schwich
Ms. Ethel Smith
Rev. Peter Y. Wang
Rev. Maxine M. Washington
Ms. Katharyn L. Wilson

Northern Illinois Synod (5B)
Ms. Myrna K. Andersen
Rev. Terrence G. Baeder
Rev. Denver W. Bitner
Rev. Gary J. Erickson
Rev. Keith L. Forni
Bishop Ronald K. Hasley
Rev. Dawn P. Hass



Mr. Gerald Huslander
Ms. Sandra Julifs
Rev. Gary R. La Croix
Rev. S. Kim Lee-Brown
Mr. Daryl Murken
Ms. Rose Murphy
Mr. Gary Nelson
Mr. Ross E. Paulson
Ms. Elsie Pribbenow
Ms. Dorothy Rossing
Ms. Donna Samuelson
Mr. Lawrence Smith Jr.

Central/Southern Illinois 
Synod (5C)
Ms. Tia Dawn Bartos
Ms. Marilyn Black  (8/17-8/22)
Rev. Thomas B. Christell Jr.
Mr. Benjamin J. Hertenstein
Ms. Nancy A. Hornseth
Rev. Jerene Houser
Ms. Mary Loken
Ms. Rosalie A. Park
Mr. John G. Satter
Rev. John S. Setterlund
Rev. William J. Shields
Rev. Thomas W. Wilson
Bishop Alton Zenker

Southeastern Iowa Synod (5D)
Rev. David A. Aanonson
Mr. Pedro Bata
Mr. Douglas Busch
Ms. Elda Ewoldt
Rev. George W. Forell
Rev. Jane A. Granzow
Mr. Herbert Heinicke
Rev. Mark J. Holmes
Rev. Philip L. Hougen
Ms. Jane Miller
Rev. Mark W. Pries
Mr. Harlan Ranshaw
Ms. Renee Sneitzer
Ms. Susan Stamm
Mr. David Tesdahl



Bishop Paul M. Werger
Ms. Ann Weston

Western Iowa Synod (5E)
Rev. Marcia L. Hall
Ms. Kay Helland
Mr. Dale Jensen
Rev. Karla J. Kirkeby
Rev. Eric C. Kutzli
Mr. Tom Lo Van
Mr. Raymond Lubben
Bishop Curtis H. Miller
Ms. Vicky Nelson
Ms. Mary Rawson
Rev. Marvin E. Robeck
Mr. Darold Sea
Rev. Marlin E. Snyder
Ms. Christy Van Deventer
Mr. Ron Wessels

Northeastern Iowa Synod (5F)
Ms. Lois Amundson
Ms. Carol Andersen
Ms. Mary Bosacker
Ms. Kristi Ann Gjere
Rev. Mark N. Gravdal
Rev. Linda A. Johnson
Rev. Thomas C. Jones
Mr. Marc Karrmann
Rev. Clark M. Kilgard
Mr. James Latham
Mr. Erling Lohman
Ms. Sue O’Brien
Mr. Ron Onsager
Ms. Dorothy Peterson
Mr. James Schwarz
Rev. Charles M. Smith
Bishop Steven L. Ullestad
Rev. Barbara M. Wills

Northern Great Lakes 
Synod (5G)
Rev. Kim L. Beckmann
Ms. Jonelle Collins
Ms. Cynthia E. Cowen



Mr. Peter O. Johnson
Mr. David D. Kauppi
Rev. Keith A. Kolstad
Mr. Alvin Picotte
Bishop Dale R. Skogman
Mr. Jon Teichman

Northwest Synod of 
Wisconsin (5H)
Ms. Janice Ahneman
Rev. Timothy P. Anderson
Bishop Robert D. Berg
Ms. Joyce Breen
Mr. Donald Dietze
Rev. Karen M. Ditlefsen
Ms. Barbara Johnson
Rev. Paul E. Landstrom
Mr. Craig Lubinsky
Ms. Anne Lunda
Rev. Cheryl L. Matthews
Mr. Merle Michaelson
Rev. William D. Montgomery
Ms. Elaine Moore
Mr. Alan Nelson
Rev. Mary J. Olson
Ms. Mary Peterson
Mr. Eric Phelps
Rev. Gordon D. Thorpe
Mr. Glen Wiese
Ms. Barbara Williams

East-Central Synod of Wisconsin (5I)
Rev. Nancy I. Amacher
Ms. Mary E. Bakken
Bishop John C. Beem
Mr. Gary Gisselman
Ms. Helen Heil
Mr. Gordon Holten
Rev. Kenneth G. Knutson
Ms. Randean Kussow
Mr. Virgil Kussow
Rev. Todd B. C. Murken
Ms. Stephanie Olson
Ms. Carrie Opperman
Ms. Helen Pagel



Rev. James C. Plymire
Rev. Merle M. Ries
Rev. Robert A. Simensen
Ms. Ruth Ann Smith
Ms. Donna Watson

Greater Milwaukee Synod (5J)
Ms. Susan Bischmann
Mr. Reginald Butler
Ms. Carol De Back
Ms. Jean Guenther
Rev. Frank D. Janzow
Rev. Blaine L. Johnson
Mr. Tim Larson
Mr. George Liberatore
Ms. Gloria Marshall
Ms. Borge Mc Clelland
Rev. Dean W. Nelson
Rev. Karl J. Nelson
Bishop Peter Rogness
Rev. Susan Ruehle
Ms. Lori Schmidt
Mr. John Schroeder
Rev. James P. Stein
Mr. Chue Ge Thao
Mr. Bill Wood
South-Central Synod of Wisconsin (5K)
Mr. Kevin Boatright
Mr. William Bravener
Rev. Gail A. Brodersen-Heins
Ms. Solveig Carlson
Mr. Douglas Daeschsel
Bishop Jon S. Enslin
Rev. Jerald L. Folk
Mr. Robert Forbess
Rev. Lisa L. Nelson
Rev. Joel L. Olsen
Rev. Jo Ann A. Post
Ms. Janet Reed
Mr. Marvin Reis
Ms. Lori Richardson
Ms. Mary Jane Schieve
Rev. Louise L. Stromberg
Ms. Martha Taylor
Rev. Robert T. Voss



Ms. Rosibel H. Woodward

La Crosse Area Synod (5L)
Mr. Michael Digby
Ms. Carolyn Hollatz
Ms. Betty Holmquist
Rev. Elizabeth A. Jaeger
Bishop April C. Ulring Larson
Mr. Leslie Leirmo
Mr. Steve Mc Dougal
Ms. Carol Navrestad
Rev. John H. Twiton

Southeast Michigan Synod (6A)
Ms. Candy Allman
Ms. Sandra J. Aslaksen
Ms. Cyndi Campbell-Jones
Rev. Jack E. Eggleston
Rev. John K. Hesford
Mr. Curtis Johnson
Rev. Paul M. Kopka
Ms. Kay Mukumoto
Bishop J. Philip Wahl
Mr. George C. Watson
Mr. George Westerman
Rev. Beth E. Wieseman
Mr. Burgess Wilson
Ms. Janet Wingo
Ms. Linda Worman
North/West Lower Michigan Synod (6B)
Ms. Bernice Couzynse
[Rev. Gary L. Hansen, bishop-elect]
Rev. Kirkwood J. Havel
Bishop Reginald H. Holle
Rev. David A. Mann
Mr. Salvador Marez
Rev. Ilene M. Mattson
Rev. John R. Morris
Mr. Larry Neuchterlein
Ms. Bonnie Oppliger
Mr. Arthur Schneider
Mr. Terry Speese
Ms. Alice Teeters

Indiana-Kentucky Synod (6C)



Rev. Jane L. Aicher
Ms. Mary M. Anderson
Ms. Kathy Bultman
Ms. Shirley Carlson
Mr. John Crofts
Rev. David M. Doane
Mr. Lew Gilbert
Mr. Edward Hunsinger
Bishop Ralph A. Kempski
Mr. Philip Lawrence
Rev. Jeanne C. Lowe
Rev. David P. Matevia
Rev. Lyle E. Y. Mc Kee
Mr. Christopher J. Mehling
Ms. Mary Jo Mikulski
Mr. Tom Piper Jr.
Ms. Judy Rehmel
Rev. Edward M. Wahl
Rev. Edward L. Young

Northwestern Ohio Synod (6D)
Mr. Rudolph Basselman
Ms. Marilyn J. Bloom
Ms. Patricia L. Bowsher
Rev. John A. Clausen
Mr. James Hagemeyer
Rev. Fred E. Hasecke
Rev. Janice M. Kuder
Mr. Charles Kurfess
Rev. Dennis M. Maurer
Rev. John B. Mawhirter
Mr. Matthew Musteric
Ms. Evelyn Oates
Mr. William R. Pletcher
Mr. James Raabe
Bishop James R. Rave
Rev. William P. Schultz
Ms. Charlotte L. Shaffer
Ms. Lupe Stears
Ms. Doris Wanamaker
Mr. Donald West
Ms. Dawn Wiechers
Rev. David R. Wietelmann

Northeastern Ohio Synod (6E)



Rev. Walter R. Bouman
Mr. Y. T. Chiu
Ms. Linda K. Cregan
Ms. Connie Garrett
Ms. Karen Kaufman
Bishop Robert W. Kelley
Ms. Mary Ellen Kohler
Rev. Charles J. Lundquist
Rev. Robin J. Mc Cullough
Mr. David F. Miller Jr.
[Rev. Marcus J. Miller, bishop-elect]
Mr. Charles Scott Rawlings
Mr. Darrel S. Rice
Ms. Natalie S. Rickman
Mr. John F. Ritter
Rev. Daniel M. Schaefer Sr.
Mr. Dan Schaefer Jr.
Ms. Susan B. Sprang
Rev. David P. Thielo
Rev. Paul J. Thielo
Rev. Bruce G. Trethaway

Southern Ohio Synod (6F)
Rev. Larry A. Donner
Ms. Connie Foster
Mr. John Gavin
Ms. Barbara Giffin
Mr. David L. Hoffman
Rev. Larry J. Houff
Mr. Paul Jansak
Rev. Dennis R. King
Mr. Douglas Knisley
Mr. Williard Kocsovsky
Ms. Patti Morlock
Ms. Vickie Murph
Rev. Donald B. Myrom
Rev. Randall W. O’Donnell
Ms. Virginia M. Pape
Mr. Raliegh A. Sandy Jr.
Bishop Kenneth H. Sauer
Ms. Gail E. Shively
Rev. Deborah D. Steed
Rev. Carol D. Stumme
Ms. Bonnie Swisher



New Jersey Synod (7A)
Ms. Barbara A. Bernstengel
Mr. Paul Dare
Rev. Bruce H. Davidson
Mr. Ralston H. Deffenbaugh Jr.
Rev. Amandus J. Derr
Rev. Franklin D. Fry
Ms. Louisa D. Groce
Ms. Gladystine B. Hodge  (8/21-8/22)
Ms. Deborah R. Joncas
Rev. John D. Larson
Mr. William C. Lee
Mr. Edward Martin  (8/16-8/20)
Bishop E. LeRoy Riley Jr.
Ms. Olga Rivera
Rev. William F. Scholl
Rev. Dale C. Selover
Mr. Milton Teske
Ms. Stacy Walker

New England Synod (7B)
Rev. Lyle J. Beckman
Rev. Charles V. Bergstrom
Mr. Hal Calston
Mr. Richard Clendaniel
Mr. Bruce R. Cook
Ms. Christine Davis
Bishop Robert L. Isaksen
Ms. Ruth Fritschel Janssen
Mr. Jeff L. Kane  (8/20-8/22)
Rev. Gwendolyn S. King
Ms. Irene Lee
Mr. George Patrick  (8/16-8/19)
Rev. Kathleen O. Reed
Rev. John K. Stendahl
Mr. Thomas Wilson
Ms. Nancy Wogman
Ms. Raynetta Woods

Metropolitan New York 
Synod (7C)
Rev. Albert R. Ahlstrom
Rev. Cherlyne V. Beck
Rev. Winston S. Bone
Mr. Carl J. Dodenhoff



Ms. Barbara A. Goetz
Ms. Mary B. Heller
Mr. James O. Hillis
Ms. Carol B. Hood
Rev. Christopher G. Hoyer
Rev. William L. Hurst Jr.
Rev. Paul T. Johnsen
Ms. Barbara G. Kortrey
Ms. Louise L. Litke
Mr. Paul Lumpkin Sr.
Rev. Barbara K. Lundblad
Mr. Edward Saunders
Ms. Carol B. Straub
Bishop James E. Sudbrock
Mr. Dart Westphal

Upstate New York Synod (7D)
Mr. Jurgen Almlie
Ms. Cecile C. Beutel
Ms. Mary Lu Bowen
Ms. Joann W. Forsberg
Rev.  Daniel E. Hoffman
Rev. Marie C. Jerge
Rev. Richard K. Klafehn
Rev. Paul D. Lamoureux
Mr. Ronald Macfarlane
Ms. Martha Messner
Bishop Lee M. Miller
Rev. Karl M. Richard
Mr. Harold A. Sargeant
Rev. William E. Siiss  (8/16-8/19;

8/21-8/22)
Ms. Lucille Teufel
Mr. Warren H. Truland  (8/20)
Ms. Kathleen Victorson
Mr. Frank Walker
Mr. Fred Wukits

Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod (7E)
Rev. Ralph W. Bagger
Ms. Melanie E. Billig
Rev. Dennis L. Bushkofsky
Ms. Linda Post Bushkofsky
Mr. John Cebrosky Jr.
Mr. William E. Diehl



Rev. Byard J. Ebling
Ms. Fern L. Furst
Rev. Gilbert B. Furst
Rev. Jerel W. Gade
Mr. Donald Gantz
Ms. Janice M. Haley-Schwoyer
Rev. John E. Houck
Ms. Lynda L. Jarsocrak
Rev. Darrell H. Jodock
Ms. Kathryn F. Kees
Mr. Randy A. Lockhart Sr.
Mr. Blake C. Marles
Rev. Cheryl F. Meinschein
Rev. Glenn M. Monson
Ms. Shirley Moser
Rev. Peggy Sue Pfeffer
Rev. Dennis S. Ritter
Rev. Luther H. Routte
Ms. Kathryn Snyder
Mr. Mark Suter
Ms. Charlotte Swoyer
Mr. Nelvin L. Vos
Ms. Carol L. Weiser
Mr. Leonard C. Weiser Jr.
Bishop Harold S. Weiss
Mr. Jeffrey Wright
Mr. John H. Ziegler
Rev. William E. Zimmermann

Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod (7F)
Bishop Roy G. Almquist
Mr. Robert F. Blanck
Rev. Paul M. Cornell
Rev. P. Richard Grove
Mr. Charles W. Horn III
Mr. Albert L. Hunter Sr.
Rev. Carol A. Jensen
Rev. Gwendolyn Johnson-Bond
Rev. George E. Keck
Ms. Marian Lampkin
Sr. Janice E. Painter
Ms. Barbara Piston
Ms. Susan Marie Pursch
Mr. Thomas A. Salter
Ms. Patricia L. Smith



Ms. Sharon L. Smith
Rev. Larry V. Smoose
Mr. Jonathan Suloff
Ms. Betsey A. Tiemeyer
Mr. Richard Henry Williams

Slovak Zion Synod (7G)
Bishop Juan Cobrda
Rev. Thomas J. Drobena
Mr. Paul Kane
Ms. Lois Walting
Northwestern Pennsylvania Synod (8A)
Rev. Cheryl L. Corneliussen
Mr. Edward E. Harrington
Mr. Hector Hlatshwayo
Rev. Harold O. Jacobson
Ms. Phyllis H. Johnson
Mr. David Mayer
Ms. Sandra Samuel
Bishop Paull E. Spring

Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod (8B)
Rev. Kirk W. Bish
Rev. Kevin C. Clementson
Ms. Elizabeth E. Dollhopf
Ms. Andrea L. Dubler
Ms. Carol L. Fleeger
Mr. Gene O. Fozard
Rev. Donald B. Green
Rev. Carl A. Jensen
Mr. Gus Keiser
Ms. Lana J. Keplinger
Rev. Susan L. Luttner
Bishop Donald J. McCoid
Mr. James E. Mort
Rev. Larry F. Mort
Ms. Barbara A. Ravenstahl
Rev. E. Allen Scanlon
Mr. Edward W. Sites
Rev. Margaret A. Suhr-Barkley
Ms. Rebecca Yuille
Mr. Albert J. Zimmerman

Allegheny Synod (8C)
Rev. Edward N. Corneilson



Rev. Carol Sjoding Custead
Ms. Pernelle A. De Vore
Mr. James F. Droz
Mr. James Kistler
Ms. Eleanor Lady
Mr. Bruce Pile
Bishop Gregory R. Pile
Ms. Margaret L. Thatcher
Rev. Jay R. Thorson

Lower Susquehanna Synod (8D)
Mr. Benny M. Akers
Ms. Fae E. Appleby
Mr. David C. Brady
Rev. William H. Cluley
Ms. Christine M. Crist
Mr. Raymond E. Dittenhafer
Bishop Guy S. Edmiston Jr.
Rev. Jay B. Eickhoff
Ms. Carrie Fisher
Ms. Norma R. Good
Rev. Linda C. Hanus
Rev. Carol S. Hendrix
Ms. Carol V. Hughes
Mr. R. Eugene Hummel
Rev. Douglas E. Johnson
Mr. Kenneth L. Kahler
Mr. Barry E. Kunkel
Rev. Judith A. Mc Kee
Ms. Wanda D. Neuhaus
Ms. Salud G. Nieting
Ms. Dorothy K. Peterman
Ms. Arline E. Shannon
Mr. Barry O. Smith
Rev. Gene R. Stuckey Sr.
Rev. John M. Vought
Mr. Dexter N. Weikel
Rev. George W. Yoder
Rev. Earl W. Zellers

Upper Susquehanna Synod (8E)
Rev. Alfred J. Bashore
Ms. Susan P. Fenstermacher
Rev. Robert D. Kitchen
Bishop A. Donald Main



Ms. Ruth Ellen Nice
Mr. Thomas L. Ohl
Ms. Eleanor Patton-Homisak
Mr. David E. Pennebaker
Rev. Philip L. Thorsen
Rev. Marjorie E. Weiss
Ms. Elizabeth Wertz

Delaware-Maryland Synod (8F)
Mr. Bruce E. Boeker
Rev. Lawrence S. Cameron
Ms. Stephanie Catlett
Rev. Mark C. Dill
Ms. Susan Dill
Mr. John Eustis
Mr. Carl Harvey  (8/21-8/22)
Ms. Delores Harvey
Ms. Mary Hodgin
Ms. Meredith Lovell
Rev. Willard Mc Kiver Jr.  (8/16-8/20)
Rev. Connie S. Miller
Bishop George P. Mocko
Mr. Warren Pertee
Rev. Gerry F. Rickel
Rev. Daniel R. Risch
Ms. Peggy Scheeler
Mr. Richard Shiles
Rev. Donald L. Turley
Mr. Richard Wahl

Metropolitan Washington, D.C., Synod (8G)
Ms. Sofia Amare
Ms. Anna Graeber
Mr. Stanley Greigg
Mr. Joe Mc Mahon
Rev. Elizabeth A. Platz
Ms. Susan Rodine
Bishop Theodore F. Schneider
Rev. John F. Steinbruck

West Virginia-Western Maryland Synod (8H)
Bishop L. Alexander Black
Rev. Ralph W. Dunkin
Ms. Dorcas Friedline
Mr. George Friedline



Ms. Carolyn Humberston
Mr. Leroy Humberston
Ms. Gloria Salazar

Virginia Synod (9A)
Ms. Anne Ashby
Bishop Richard F. Bansemer
Rev. Terry D. Clark
Ms. Callister Dailey
Mr. John Garst
Mr. Leroy R. Hamlett Jr.
Ms. Adrienne Lumpkin
Mr. Mark N. Reed
Rev. Stephen P. Ridenhour
Rev. Charlotte M. Strecker-Baseler

North Carolina Synod (9B)
Mr. Harry Arne
Ms. Faith Ashton
Ms. Kaye Beatty
Rev. S. Craig Bollinger
Rev. John E. Boyd Jr.
Mr. Bill D. Brittain
Mr. Bachman Brown
Mr. Leon Bynum
Ms. Sandra Cline
Rev. Rachel L. Connelly
Ms. Kay Conrad
Mr. Hunter Haith
Mr. Jerry Koontz
Bishop Mark W. Menees
Ms. Betty Merck
Rev. John F. Merck
Rev. John C. Misenheimer
Rev. David A. Sloop
Ms. Virginia M. Stackel

South Carolina Synod (9C)
Rev. James W. Addy
Bishop James S. Aull
Mr. Raymond S. Caughman
Rev. Kathleen B. Chartier
Rev. Edward L. Counts
Mr. Michael S. Kohn
Mr. Heber E. Rast Jr.



Ms. Helen S. Sanders
Ms. Mary Ann Shealy
Mr. William F. Steirer Jr.
Ms. Carolyn L. Torrence
Ms. Dorothy S. Wise

Southeastern Synod (9D)
Ms. Carolyn K. Arnsdorff
Ms. Katherine F. Kelly
Ms. Darie Kidwell
Rev. Janis R. Kinley
Rev. J. Stephen Misenheimer
Mr. Mark A. Olson
Ms. Georgette Peterson
Rev. Donald R. Poole Jr.
Ms. Pat Riggins
Mr. Jeffrey P. Rush
Mr. Paul Schabacker
Bishop Harold C. Skillrud
[Rev. Ronald B. Warren, bishop-elect]
Rev. John M. Weber

Florida-Bahamas Synod (9E)
Mr. Scott Anderson
Rev. Kathryn B. Baines
Mr. James C. Banks
Rev. Paul E. Christ
Rev. Petunia M. Chung-Segré
Rev. Gilberto Falcon
Rev. Susan L. Gamelin
Mr. Jerry Johnson
Ms. Joan Mathre
Ms. Laura Mc Intyre
Ms. Sharon R. Ness
Ms. Gwendolyn A. Newbold
Mr. William C. Phillippi
Rev. Thomas F. Sinn
Ms. Betty S. Sublett
Bishop William B. Trexler
Mr. Richard Von Spreckelsen
Ms. Patricia A. Westfield

Caribbean Synod (9F)
Ms. Ruth Beagles
Rev. Margarita Martinez



Bishop Gregory J. Villalón
Rev. Robert C. Wakefield
Mr. Jose David Zayas

Advisory Members
Mr. Charles A. Adamson
Rev. H. George Anderson
Rev. David A. Andert
Rev. Robert N. Bacher
Ms. Mary Ann Bengtson
Ms. Lorraine (Lorrie) G. Bergquist
Mr. William T. Billings 
Rev. Stephen P. Bouman
Ms. Terry L. Bowes
Ms. M. Wyvetta Bullock
Ms. Joanne Chadwick 
Ms. Ingrid Christiansen
Rev. James G. Cobb
Mr. William E. Diehl
Rev. Richard (Rick) G. Deines
Ms. Karen Dietz
Mr. Ralph J. Eckert
Mr. J. David Ellwanger
Mr. William H. Engelbrecht
Ms. Charlotte E. Fiechter
Rev. Franklin D. Fry
Rev. David G. Gabel
Ms. Patsy Gottschalk
Rev. Donald M. Hallberg
Mr. Frank R. Jennings
Ms. Cynthia P. Johnson
Rev. David K. Johnson
Ms. Lita B. Johnson
Mr. John G. Kapanke
Mr. D. Mark Klever
Rev. John O. Knudson
Rev. Nadine F. Lehr
Ms. Edith M. Lohr
Rev. Nancy L. Maeker
Mr. Loren W. Mathre
Mr. Jim Meyers
Rev. Charles S. Miller
Rev. Malcolm L. Minnick Jr.
Rev. Mark R. Moller-Gunderson
Ms. Audrey R. Mortensen



Rev. Philip L. Natwick
Rev. John F. Nelson
Mr. Carlos Peña
Ms. Janet Peterson
Ms. Marybeth A. Peterson
Rev. Fred E. N. Rajan
Ms. Ramona S. Rank
Ms. W. Jeanne Rapp 
Rev. Marvin L. Roloff
Mr. Dale V. Sandstrom
Mr. Robert S. Schroeder
Mr. Alan T. Seagren
Rev. W. Robert Sorensen
Ms. Susan Huber Stapell
Rev. Harvey A. Stegemoeller
Rev. Nelson T. Strobert
Rev. Mark W. Thomsen
Rev. Edgar R. Trexler
Rev. Joseph M. Wagner
Ms. Deborah S. Yandala
Rev. Edmond Yee
Rev. Stephen M. Youngdahl

Resource Persons
Rev. Michael L. Cooper-White 
Mr. David J. Hardy
Mr. Phillip H. Harris
Mr. Kenneth W. Inskeep
Rev. Lloyd W. Lyngdal
Rev. William G. Rusch
Rev. Eric C. Shafer 
Rev. A. C. (Chris) Stein

Other Members
Presidents of Colleges and Universities
Rev. Charles S. Anderson, 

Augsburg College, 
Minneapolis, Minn.

Rev. H. George Anderson, 
Luther College, 
Decorah, Iowa

Mr. Loren J. Anderson, 
Pacific Lutheran University,
Tacoma, Wash.

Mr. Josiah H. Blackmore, 



Capital University, 
Columbus, Ohio

Mr. F. Gregory Campbell, 
Carthage College, 
Kenosha, Wis.

Mr. Myrvin F. Christopherson, 
Dana College, 
Blair, Neb.

Mr. Joel L. Cunningham, 
Susquehanna University,
Selinsgrove, Pa.

Mr. Paul J. Dovre, 
Concordia College,
Moorhead, Minn.

Mr. Mark U. Edwards Jr., 
St. Olaf College, 
Northfield, Minn.

Mr. Peter L. French, 
Newberry College, 
Newberry, S.C.

Mr. David M. Gring, 
Roanoke College, 
Salem, Va.

Mr. C. Carlyle Haaland, 
Thiel College, 
Greenville, Pa.

Mr. Gordon A. Haaland, 
Gettysburg College, 
Gettysburg, Pa.

Mr. William E. Hamm, 
Waldorf College, 
Forest City, Iowa

Rev. Carl L. Hansen, 
Midland Lutheran College, 
Fremont, Neb.

Mr. William A. Kinnison, 
Wittenberg University,
Springfield, Ohio

Mr. Ryan A. LaHurd, 
Lenoir-Rhyne College, 
Hickory, N.C.

Mr. Luther S. Luedtke, 
California Lutheran 
University, Thousand Oaks, Calif. 

Mr. Joel M. McKean, 



Bethany College, 
Lindsborg, Kans.

Mr. Jon N. Moline, 
Texas Lutheran College, 
Seguin, Tex.

Rev. Arthur E. Puotinen, 
Grand View College, 
Des Moines, Iowa

Mr. Axel D. Steuer, 
Gustavus Adolphus College, 
St. Peter, Minn.

Mr. Norman R. Smith, 
Wagner College, 
Staten Island, N.Y.

Mr. Arthur R. Taylor, 
Muhlenberg College, 
Allentown, Pa.

Mr. J. Thomas Tredway, 
Augustana College, 
Rock Island, Ill.

Mr. Robert A. Ubbelohde, 
Suomi College, 
Hancock, Mich.

Rev. Robert L. Vogel, 
Wartburg College, 
Waverly, Iowa

Mr. Ralph H. Wagoner, 
Augustana College, 
Sioux Falls, S.D.

Presidents of Seminaries
Rev. Dennis A. Anderson, 

Trinity Lutheran Seminary,
Columbus,  Ohio

Rev. Darold H. Beekmann, 
Lutheran Theological Seminary at 

Gettysburg, 
Gettysburg, Pa.

Rev. Robert G. Hughes, 
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia, 
Philadelphia, Pa.

Rev. Roger W. Fjeld, 
Wartburg Theological Seminary,
Dubuque, Iowa

Rev. William E. Lesher, 



Lutheran School of Theology at 
Chicago, 

Chicago, Ill.
Rev.  H. Frederick Reisz Jr., 

Lutheran Theological
Southern Seminary, 

Columbia  S.C.
Rev. Jerry L. Schmalenberger, 

Pacific Lutheran Theological 
Seminary, 

Berkeley, Calif.
Rev. David L. Tiede, 

Luther Seminary, 
St. Paul, Minn.

Committees of the 
Churchwide Assembly
Memorials Committee
Rev. Joseph L. Carucci
Rev. Susan L. Gamelin
Rev. Donald M. Hallberg, co-chair
Mr. D. Mark Klever
Rev. Nadine F. Lehr, co-chair
Mr. Harold Light
Ms.  Diane Melbye
Bishop Mark R. Ramseth
Ms. W. Jeanne Rapp 
Mr. Douglas Reeves
Ms. Mary Ann Shealy
Bishop Harold S. Weiss
Ms. Deborah S. Yandala

Nominating Committee
Mr. Robert A. Addy
Ms. Barbara A. Bernstengel
Rev. Kirk W. Bish
Mr. Bachman S. Brown Jr.
Ms. Marlene H. Engstrom, vice chair
Rev. Gilbert B. Furst
Rev. Joyce M. Heintz
Rev. Cynthia A. Ishler
Mr. Don Jones
Ms. Mary R. Jones
Rev. Lydia E. Kalb
Ms. Nancy L. Lee



Mr. Richard E. Lee, chair
Rev. Melissa M. Maxwell-Doherty 
Rev. James A. Nestingen
Ms. Dorothy K. Peterman
Ms. Beverly A. Peterson
Mr. Willie G. Scott

Committee of 
Reference and Counsel
Rev. James W. Addy
Rev. David A. Andert
Ms. Lorraine (Lorrie) Bergquist, 

co-chair
Ms. Terry L. Bowes
Mr. J. David Ellwanger
Mr. Leroy R. Hamlett Jr.
Rev. Gerhard I. Knutson
Bishop A. Donald Main
Ms. Joanne Negstad
Mr. Carlos Peña, co-chair
Rev. Elizabeth A. Platz
Ms. Ramona S. Rank
Mr. Nelvin L. Vos



Exhibit B

Report of the
Elections Committee
Note:  An Asterisk (*) indicates persons elected.

  (PC/L) indicates persons of color or whose primary language is other than English.

First Ballot
Church Council / Ticket 1 / Clergy

 a. Rev. H. George Anderson, Decorah, Iowa 5D
votes 2
percent 2%

*b. Rev. Joan A. Mau, Washington Island, Wisconsin 5I
votes 590
percent 59.3%

 c. Rev. George W. Forell, Iowa City, Iowa 5D
votes 403
percent 40.5%

Total Ballots
votes 995
percent 100.0%

Church Council / Ticket 2 / Clergy–Region 9 Reserved
 a. Rev. Edward L. Counts, Charleston, South Carolina 9C

votes 368
percent 39.8%

*b. Rev. Robert L. Dasher, Columbia, South Carolina 9C
votes 551
percent 59.6%

Invalid Ballots
votes 6
percent 6%

Total Ballots
votes 925
percent 100.0%

Church Council / Ticket 3 / Clergy–Female Reserved
 a. Rev. Cynthia Ganzkow-Wold, Madison, Wisconsin 5K

votes 442
percent 45.8%

*b. Rev. Susan L. Engh, Minneapolis, Minnesota 3G
votes 515
percent 53.4%

Invalid Ballots
votes 8



percent 8%
Total Ballots

votes 965
percent 100.0%

Church Council / Ticket 4 / Clergy
 a. Rev. Fred S. Opalinski, Latrobe, Pennsylvania 8B

votes 318
percent 33.3%

 b. Rev. Larry V. Smoose, Langhorne, Pennsylvania 7F
votes 360
percent 37.7%

 c. Rev. Roger L. Dahlin, Springfield, Virginia 8G
votes 272
percent 28.5%

Invalid Ballots
votes 5
percent 5%

Total Ballots
votes 955
percent 100.0%

Church Council / Ticket 5 / Lay Female
*a. Carol L. Weiser, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 7E

votes 529
percent 55.1%

 b. Kathleen S. Hurty, New York, New York 7C
votes 427
percent 44.5%

Invalid Ballots
votes 4
percent 4%

Total Ballots
votes 960
percent 100.0%

Church Council / Ticket 6 / Lay Female
 a. Linda J. Brown, Fargo, North Dakota 3D

votes 465
percent 48.7%

*b. Sandra G. Gustavson, Lawrenceville, Georgia 9D
votes 489
percent 51.2%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1



percent 1%
Total Ballots

votes 955
percent 100.0%

Church Council / Ticket 7 / Lay Female
 a. Beverly A. Peterson, Billings, Montana 1F

votes 464
percent 48.6%

 b. Ruth  C. Kistler, Boalsburg, Pennsylvania 8C
votes 240
percent 25.2%

 c. Sharon R. Ness, Temple Terrace, Florida 9E
votes 250
percent 26.2%

Total Ballots
votes 954
percent 100.0%

Church Council / Ticket 8 / Lay Male
 a. Leroy R. Hamlett Jr., Charlottesville, Virginia 9A

votes 426
percent 45.9%

*b. Donald G. Hayes, Hickory, North Carolina 9B
votes 502
percent 54.0%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 929
percent 100.0%

Church Council / Ticket 9 / Lay Male
 a. Theodore A. Rosky, Louisville, Kentucky 6C

votes 395
percent 42.6%

*b. J. David Watrous, Richland, Washington 1D
votes 530
percent 57.1%

Invalid Ballots
votes 3
percent 3%

Total Ballots
votes 928
percent 100.0%



Church Council / Ticket 10 / Lay Male
 a. Richard E. Lee, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 4C

votes 458
percent 48.9%

*b. Steven E. Koenig, Elwood, Nebraska 4A
votes 478
percent 51.1%

Total Ballots
votes 936
percent 100.0%

Church Council / Ticket 11 / Lay Male
*a. Dale V. Sandstrom, Bismarck, North Dakota 3A

votes 761
percent 80.4%

 b. Jack Lester, San Diego, California 2C
votes 184
percent 19.5%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 946
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Congregational Ministries / Ticket 12 / Clergy–Female Reserved
 a. Rev. Susan R. Carloss, Alta, Iowa 5E

votes 387
percent 40.8%

 b. Rev. L. Sacia Young, North Platte, Nebraska 4A
votes 258
percent 27.2%

 c. Rev. Marysol Diaz, Bayamón, Puerto Rico 9F
votes 301
percent 31.8%

Invalid Ballots
votes 2
percent 2%

Total Ballots
votes 948
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Congregational Ministries / Ticket 13 / Clergy
 a. Rev. Louise A. Knotts, Grantsville, Maryland 8H

votes 241



percent 25.4%
 b. Rev. John B. Mawhirter, Sandusky, Ohio 6D

votes 385
percent 40.7%

 c. Rev. Terry D. Clark, Virginia Beach, Virginia 9A
votes 132
percent 13.9%

 d. Rev. Richard N. Stewart, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 7D
votes 187
percent 19.7%

Invalid Ballots
votes 2
percent 2%

Total Ballots
votes 947
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Congregational Ministries / Ticket 14 / Clergy (PC/L)
 a. Rev. Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld, Brookfield, Wisconsin 5J

votes 469
percent 49.8%

 b. Rev. Gary J. Benedict, Lakeville, Minnesota 3H
votes 470
percent 49.9%

Invalid Ballots
votes 3
percent 3%

Total Ballots
votes 942
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Congregational Ministries / Ticket 15 / Lay Female
 a. Ann Seitz-Brown, Ephrata, Pennsylvania 8D

votes 429
percent 45.5%

 b. Barbara M. Stuckey, Houston, Texas 4F
votes 319
percent 33.9%

 c. J. Eva Savolainen, Chicago, Illinois 5A
votes 194
percent 20.6%

Total Ballots
votes 942
percent 100.0%



Board of Division for Congregational Ministries / Ticket 16 / Lay Female (PC/L)
 a. Patricia A. Davenport, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 7F

votes 436
percent 46.8%

*b. Esther K. Prabhakar, Rochelle, Illinois 5B
votes 493
percent 53.0%

Invalid Ballots
votes 2
percent 2%

Total Ballots
votes 931
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Congregational Ministries / Ticket 17 / Lay Male
 a. Ralph B. K. Peterson, Escanaba, Michigan 5G

votes 281
percent 30.2%

 b. Ronald C. Bruggeman, Omaha, Nebraska 4A
votes 294
percent 31.6%

 c. Albert J. Zimmerman, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 8B
votes 123
percent 13.2%

 d. Matthew D. Musteric, Toledo, Ohio 6D
votes 230
percent 24.8%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 929
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Congregational Ministries / Ticket 18 / Lay Male
 a. Charlie Roberts, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 8D

votes 232
percent 24.6%

 b. Larry Thiele, Tokio, North Dakota 3B
votes 391
percent 41.4%

 c. Jose David Zayas, Veya Baja, Puerto Rico 9F
votes 177
percent 18.8%

 d. Paul E. Lumpkin, Newburgh, New York 7C
votes 144



percent 15.3%
Total Ballots

votes 944
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Ministry / Ticket 19 / Clergy
 a. Rev. James E. Miley, Las Vegas, Nevada 2D

votes 317
percent 33.8%

 b. Rev. Lawrence R. Wohlrabe, Redwood Falls, Minnesota 3F
votes 407
percent 43.3%

 c. Rev. Randall K. Wilburn, Palo Alto, California 2A
votes 214
percent 22.8%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 939
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Ministry / Ticket 20 / Clergy
 a. Rev. William F. Adix, Portland, Oregon 1E

votes 295
percent 31.7%

 b. Rev. Robert L. Quam, Billings, Montana 1F
votes 337
percent 36.2%

 c. Rev. Jeanne C. Lowe, Marion, Indiana 6C
votes 207
percent 22.2%

 d. Rev. Robert F. Winkel, Everett, Washington 1B
votes 90
percent 9.7%

Invalid Ballots
votes 2
percent 2%

Total Ballots
votes 931

Board of Division for Ministry / Ticket 21 / Clergy
 a. Rev. Richard P. Carlson, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 8C

votes 356
percent 36.8%



 b. Rev. Walter R. Bouman, Columbus, Ohio 6E
votes 320
percent 33.1%

 c. Rev. James J. Lobdell, Inglewood, California 2B
votes 87
percent 9.0%

 d. Rev. Paul A. Tidemann, St. Paul, Minnesota 3H
votes 202
percent 20.9%

Invalid Ballots
votes 2
percent 2%

Total Ballots
votes 967
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Ministry / Ticket 22 / Lay Female
 a. Josefina Nieves-Lebron, Bayamón, Puerto Rico 9F

votes 413
percent 44.6%

 b. Betty A. Pettit, Wyomissing, Pennsylvania 7E
votes 286
percent 30.9%

 c. Anita J. Moe, Washington, District of Columbia 8G
votes 226
percent 24.4%

Total Ballots
votes 925
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Ministry / Ticket 23 / Lay Female
 a. Frances C. Holman, Towson, Maryland 8F

votes 188
percent 20.7%

 b. Allison L. Carlson, Lancaster, Pennsylvania 8D
votes 401
percent 44.1%

 c. Lisa M. Simonsen, Tacoma, Washington 1C
votes 321
percent 35.3%

Total Ballots
votes 910
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Ministry / Ticket 24 / Lay Female



*a. Carolyn J. Riehl, Ann Arbor, Michigan 6A
votes 475
percent 51.4%

 b. Linda P. Seppanen, Winona, Minnesota 3I
votes 448
percent 48.5%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 924
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Ministry / Ticket 25 / Lay Male
*a. Glenn L. Evavold, Duluth, Minnesota 3E

votes 479
percent 52.3%

 b. Laurence C. Smith, Interlochen, Michigan 6B
votes 435
percent 47.5%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 915
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Outreach / Ticket 26 / Clergy
*a. Rev. Ronald K. Johnson, Minneapolis, Minnesota 3G

votes 509
percent 54.0%

 b. Rev. Susan E. Tjornehoj, Moorhead, Minnesota 3D
votes 432
percent 45.9%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 942
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Outreach / Ticket 27 / Clergy–Female Reserved
 a. Rev. Catherine K. Mode, Oshkosh, Wisconsin 5I

votes 447
percent 48.0%

 b. Rev. Carolyn Myers Fredriksen, Rockford, Illinois 5B



votes 305
percent 32.7%

 c. Rev. Kathleen M. Sukke, Arden Hills, Minnesota 3H
votes 178
percent 19.1%

Invalid Ballots
votes 2
percent 2%

Total Ballots
votes 932
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Outreach / Ticket 28 / Clergy
 a. Rev. George W. Larson, Port Orchard, Washington 1C

votes 367
percent 40.5%

 b. Rev. Richard L. Wendt, Mukilteo, Washington 1B
votes 175
percent 19.3%

 c. Rev. Ralph W. Dunkin, Wheeling, West Virginia 8H
votes 155
percent 17.1%

 d. Rev. Paul E. Christ, Vero Beach, Florida 9E
votes 205
percent 22.6%

Invalid Ballots
votes 4
percent 4%

Total Ballots
votes 906
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Outreach / Ticket 29 / Lay Female
 a. Caroline Wolff, Erie, Pennsylvania 8A

votes 345
percent 37.2%

 b. Judy Engebretson, Crystal Lake, Illinois 5B
votes 403
percent 43.4%

 c. Sabrina M. Hervey, Altus, Oklahoma 4C
votes 180
percent 19.4%

Total Ballots
votes 928
percent 100.0%



Board of Division for Outreach / Ticket 30 / Lay Female (PC/L)
*a. Johnice C. Orduna, Fremont, Nebraska 4A

votes 486
percent 53.2%

 b. Linda Smith, Auburn, Washington 1C
votes 421
percent 46.1%

Invalid Ballots
votes 7
percent 8%

Total Ballots
votes 914
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Outreach / Ticket 31 / Lay Male
 a. Daniel L. Free, Glendale, Arizona 2D

votes 324
percent 35.7%

 b. Marshall Bautz, Scotts Valley, California 2A
votes 288
percent 31.8%

 c. Joseph E. McMahon, Washington, District of Columbia 8G
votes 295
percent 32.5%

Total Ballots
votes 907
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Outreach / Ticket 32 / Lay Male
 a. Norman E. Briggs, Chicago, Illinois 5A

votes 363
percent 39.3%

 b. Loren W. Mathre, St. Petersburg, Florida 9E
votes 341
percent 36.9%

 c. Robert Chaffee, North Branch, New York 7C
votes 218
percent 23.6%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 923
percent 100.0%



Board of Division for Higher Education and Schools / Ticket 33 / Clergy
*a. Rev. Walter E. Pilgrim, Steilacoom, Washington 1C

votes 517
percent 56.1%

 b. Rev. Dennis C. Asp, Columbus, Ohio 6F
votes 405
percent 43.9%

Total Ballots
votes 922
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Higher Education and Schools / Ticket 34 / Clergy
a. Rev. Debra R. Grant, College Station, Texas 4F

votes 343
percent 36.8%

*b. Rev. Elizabeth A. Platz, College Park, Maryland 8G
votes 586
percent 62.8%

Invalid Ballots
votes 4
percent 4%

Total Ballots
votes 933
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Higher Education and Schools / Ticket 35 / Clergy
*a. Rev. John G. Andreasen, Moorhead, Minnesota 3B

votes 674
percent 74.9%

 b. Rev. Arley K. Fadness, North Mankato, Minnesota 3I
votes 223
percent 24.8%

Invalid Ballots
votes 3
percent 3%

Total Ballots
votes 900
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Higher Education and Schools / Ticket 36 / Clergy
 a. Rev. Raymond E. Orth, Pigeon, Michigan 6B

votes 423
percent 47.6%

*b. Rev. Paul J. Thielo, Fairview Park, Ohio 6E
votes 461
percent 51.9%



Invalid Ballots
votes 4
percent 5%

Total Ballots
votes 888
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Higher Education and Schools / Ticket 37 / Lay Female
 a. Patricia A. Schibler, Van Wert, Ohio 6D

votes 376
percent 41.6%

 b. Esther L. Gilbertson, Fargo, North Dakota 3B
votes 327
percent 36.2%

 c. Carol I. Arsaga, Sylmar, California 2B
votes 200
percent 22.1%

Total Ballots
votes 903
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Higher Education and Schools / Ticket 38 / Lay Female (PC/L)
 a. Addie J. Butler, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 7F

votes 405
percent 44.3%

*b. Cheryl T. Chatman, Roseville, Minnesota 3H
votes 508
percent 55.6%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 914
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Higher Education and Schools / Ticket 39 / Lay Male
 a. L. Baird Tipson, Springfield, Ohio 6F

votes 403
percent 43.1%

*b. David L. Wee, Northfield, Minnesota 3I
votes 531
percent 56.8%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%



Total Ballots
votes 935
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Church in Society / Ticket 40 / Clergy
*a. Rev. James M. Childs Jr., Pickerington, Ohio 9B

votes 518
percent 55.8%

 b. Rev. Roy J. Enquist, Germantown, Maryland 8G
votes 407
percent 43.8%

Invalid Ballots
votes 4
percent 4%

Total Ballots
votes 929
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Church in Society / Ticket 41 / Clergy–Female Reserved
 a. Rev. Jeannine M. Sweet, Lakewood, Colorado 2E

votes 278
percent 30.0%

 b. Rev. Gladys G. Moore, Newark, New Jersey 7A
votes 463
percent 49.9%

 c. Rev. Melinda A. Quivik, Froid, Montana 1F
votes 186
percent 20.0%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 928
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Church in Society / Ticket 42 / Lay Female
 a. Mary Lu Bowen, Apalachin, New York 7D

votes 353
percent 39.8%

*b. Sue Ellen Spotts, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 8D
votes 530
percent 59.8%

Invalid Ballots
votes 4
percent 5%



Total Ballots
votes 887
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Church in Society / Ticket 43 / Lay Female
 a. Corinne Olsen, Babbitt, Minnesota 3E

votes 431
percent 48.2%

*b. Berttina W. Helmers, East Lansing, Michigan 6B
votes 457
percent 51.1%

Invalid Ballots
votes 6
percent 7%

Total Ballots
votes 894
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Church in Society / Ticket 44 / Lay Female
 a. Mary L. Bergstrom, Elwood, Nebraska 4A

votes 315
percent 35.0%

 b. Mary Ruedisili, Minot, North Dakota 3A
votes 304
percent 33.8%

 c. Janet E. Franzen, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 8B
votes 276
percent 30.7%

Invalid Ballots
votes 4
percent 4%

Total Ballots
votes 899
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Church in Society / Ticket 45 / Lay Male
 a. Charles J. Lusch, Wyomissing, Pennsylvania 7E

votes 311
percent 34.4%

 b. George D. Westerman, Ferndale, Michigan 6A
votes 253
percent 28.0%

 c. Ronald Brasgalla, Signal Hill, California 2B
votes 113
percent 12.5%



 d. Ivan A. Perez, Chicago, Illinois 5A
votes 135
percent 14.9%

 e. Jeff L. Kane, Hopkinton, Massachusetts 7B
votes 92
percent 10.2%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 905
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Church in Society / Ticket 46 / Lay Male
 a. Leonard C. Weiser Jr., Reading, Pennsylvania 7E

votes 286
percent 31.2%

 b. Brian C. King, Dubuque, Iowa 5C
votes 370
percent 40.3%

 c. Robert W. Gibeling Jr., Atlanta, Georgia 9D
votes 159
percent 17.3%

 d. Jon Teichman, Marquette, Michigan 5G
votes 99
percent 10.8%

Invalid Ballots
votes 4
percent 4%

Total Ballots
votes 918
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Global Mission / Ticket 47 / Clergy
 a. Rev. James G. Munter, Sandy, Utah 2E

votes 311
percent 35.1%

 b. Rev. Ronald L. Swenson, Aurora, Colorado 2E
votes 256
percent 28.9%

 c. Rev. Martha L. McCracken, San Juan, Puerto Rico 9F
votes 317
percent 35.8%

Invalid Ballots
votes 2



percent 2%
Total Ballots

votes 886
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Global Mission / Ticket 48 / Clergy
 a. Rev. James A. Scherer, Chicago, Illinois 5A

votes 346
percent 38.0%

 b. Rev. Neville B. Kretzmann, Moline, Illinois 5B
votes 311
percent 34.1%

 c. Rev. George E. Handley, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 7F
votes 254
percent 27.9%

Total Ballots
votes 911
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Global Mission / Ticket 49 / Lay Female
 a. LaVaun L. Danielson, Franklin, Minnesota 3F

votes 349
percent 39.5%

*b. Cecil Maureen Johnson, Harcourt, Iowa 5E
votes 524
percent 59.3%

Invalid Ballots
votes 10
percent 1.1%

Total Ballots
votes 883
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Global Mission / Ticket 50 / Lay Female
 a. Dorothy J. Sorrell, Fairfax, Virginia 8G

votes 276
percent 31.0%

 b. Shai Celeste, Newtown, Pennsylvania 7F
votes 397
percent 44.6%

 c. Jennifer Lee Villalon, Guaynabo, Puerto Rico 9F
votes 217
percent 24.4%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%



Total Ballots
votes 891
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Global Mission / Ticket 51 / Lay Male
 a. Waino E. Aukee, Holland, Michigan 6B

votes 342
percent 39.8%

*b. Charles G.H. Schaefer, Valparaiso, Indiana 6C
votes 516
percent 60.1%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 859
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Global Mission / Ticket 52 / Lay Male
 a. Charles N. Mohn, Hershey, Pennsylvania 8D

votes 270
percent 30.8%

*b. Philip W. Moeller, Washington, District of Columbia 8G
votes 605
percent 69.0%

Invalid Ballots
votes 2
percent 2%

Total Ballots
votes 877
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Global Mission / Ticket 53 / Lay Male
*a. J. David Ellwanger, Plano, Texas 4D

votes 470
percent 52.3%

 b. Llewellyn Hille, Waverly, Iowa 5F
votes 428
percent 47.6%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 899
percent 100.0%



Board of ELCA Publishing House / Ticket 54 / Clergy
*a. Rev. Reginald H. Holle, Okemos, Michigan 6B

votes 469
percent 51.3%

 b. Rev. Gerald J. Hoffman, Columbia Heights, Minnesota 3G
votes 444
percent 48.6%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 914
percent 100.0%

Board of ELCA Publishing House / Ticket 55 / Clergy
 a. Rev. Raymond D. Christenson, Las Vegas, Nevada 2D

votes 276
percent 30.3%

*b. Rev. Paul A. Wee, Washington, District of Columbia 8G
votes 633
percent 69.4%

Invalid Ballots
votes 3
percent 3%

Total Ballots
votes 912
percent 100.0%

Board of ELCA Publishing House / Ticket 56 / Clergy
 a. Rev. Susan R. Briehl, Chelan, Washington 1D

votes 331
percent 35.3%

 b. Rev. Susan L. Gamelin, Clearwater, Florida 9E
votes 382
percent 40.7%

 c. Rev. Nancy Koester, St. Paul, Minnesota 3H
votes 224
percent 23.9%

Invalid Ballots
votes 2
percent 2%

Total Ballots
votes 939
percent 100.0%



Board of ELCA Publishing House / Ticket 57 / Lay Female
 a. Karen Himle, Bloomington, Minnesota 3G

votes 344
percent 37.6%

*b. Shirley A. Teig, Plymouth, Minnesota 3G
votes 567
percent 62.0%

Invalid Ballots
votes 4
percent 4%

Total Ballots
votes 915
percent 100.0%

Board of ELCA Publishing House / Ticket 58 / Lay Female
 a. Ann Ellenson, Moorhead, Minnesota 3D

votes 226
percent 25.4%

 b. Julie K. Aageson, Moorhead, Minnesota 3D
votes 366
percent 41.1%

 c. Myra L. Fozard, Aliquippa, Pennsylvania 8B
votes 298
percent 33.5%

Total Ballots
votes 890
percent 100.0%

Board of ELCA Publishing House / Ticket 59 / Lay Male
*a. Richard E. Lodmill, Seattle, Washington 1B

votes 521
percent 60.3%

 b. Dennis M. Sobolik, Hallock, Minnesota 3D
votes 338
percent 39.1%

Invalid Ballots
votes 5
percent 6%

Total Ballots
votes 864
percent 100.0%

Board of ELCA Publishing House / Ticket 60 / Lay Male
*a. Jonathan C. Messerli, Kutztown, Pennsylvania 7E

votes 453
percent 51.4%



 b. George Kapplinger, Plano, Texas 4D
votes 427
percent 48.5%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 881
percent 100.0%

Board of Pensions / Ticket 61 / Plan Participants
 a. Rev. Keith A. Hunsinger, Defiance, Ohio 6D

votes 372
percent 42.5%

*b. Janet H. Neff, Havertown, Pennsylvania 7F
votes 502
percent 57.4%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 875
percent 100.0%

Board of Pensions / Ticket 62 / Lay Female
*a. Lisa K. Chalstrom, Des Moines, Iowa 5D

votes 431
percent 50.1%

 b. Brenda A. Grandell, Brooklyn, New York 7C
votes 429
percent 49.8%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 861
percent 100.0%

Board of Pensions / Ticket 63 / Lay Female (PC/L)
*a. Ruth H. Beagles, St. Croix, Virgin Islands 9F

votes 574
percent 67.2%

 b. Helen C. Owens, St. Croix, Virgin Islands 9F
votes 278
percent 32.6%



Invalid Ballots
votes 2
percent 2%

Total Ballots
votes 854
percent 100.0%

Board of Pensions / Ticket 64 / Lay Male
*a. Earl L. Mummert, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 8D

votes 507
percent 59.4%

 b. Frank J. Leber, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 8D
votes 346
percent 40.5%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 854
percent 100.0%

Board of Pensions / Ticket 65 / Lay Male
 a. Richard L. Wahl, Millersville, Maryland 8F

votes 393
percent 45.5%

*b. John K. Roberts, Gretna, Louisiana 4F
votes 468
percent 54.2%

Invalid Ballots
votes 2
percent 2%

Total Ballots
votes 863
percent 100.0%

Board of Pensions / Ticket 66 / Lay Male
 a. J. Lance Jacobson, Rochester, Minnesota 3I

votes 318
percent 36.0%

 b. Willis I. Else, Hudson, Ohio 6E
votes 320
percent 36.2%

 c. Robert J. Myers, Silver Spring, Maryland 8G
votes 245
percent 27.7%

Invalid Ballots



votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 884
percent 100.0%

Board of Pensions / Ticket 67 / Lay Male
*a. Robert Thimjon, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 3C

votes 518
percent 61.0%

 b. Edward C. Bonderson, Duluth, Minnesota 3E
votes 329
percent 38.8%

Invalid Ballots
votes 2
percent 2%

Total Ballots
votes 849
percent 100.0%

Nominating Committee / Ticket 68 / Clergy
 a. Rev. Darrel O. Lundby, Beaverton, Oregon 1E

votes 434
percent 49.7%

*b. Rev. James E. Braaten, Yakima, Washington 1D
votes 438
percent 50.2%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 873
percent 100.0%

Nominating Committee / Ticket 69 / Clergy
 a. Rev. Robert L. Vogel, Waverly, Iowa 5F

votes 420
percent 46.7%

 b. Rev. Jerald L. Wendt, Whitewater, Wisconsin 5K
votes 264
percent 29.4%

 c. Rev. Peter A. Pettit, Riverside, California 2C
votes 214
percent 23.8%

Invalid Ballots



votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 899
percent 100.0%

Nominating Committee / Ticket 70 / Lay Female
*a. Barbara J. Eaves, Phoenix, Arizona 2D

votes 482
percent 56.5%

 b. Carolyn Thomas, Broomfield, Colorado 2E
votes 368
percent 43.1%

Invalid Ballots
votes 3
percent 4%

Total Ballots
votes 853
percent 100.0%

Nominating Committee / Ticket 71 / Lay Female
 a. Deborah R. Joncas, Newark, New Jersey 7A

votes 214
percent 24.4%

 b. Roberta C. Schott, Princeton Junction, New Jersey 7A
votes 409
percent 46.7%

 c. Elizabeth Tiemeyer, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 7F
votes 253
percent 28.9%

Total Ballots
votes 876
percent 100.0%

Nominating Committee / Ticket 72 / Lay Male
 a. Keith P. Brown, Roanoke, Virginia 9A

votes 422
percent 49.6%

 b. Clifton W. Anderson, Charlottesville, Virginia 9A
votes 231
percent 27.2%

 c. Richard E. Von Spreckelsen, Pensacola, Florida 9E
votes 197
percent 23.2%

Total Ballots



votes 850
percent 100.0%

Nominating Committee / Ticket 73 / Lay Male (PC/L)
*a. Fred B. Renwick, New York, New York 7C

votes 531
percent 63.5%

 b. Willis H. Hines, Matawan, New Jersey 7A
votes 303
percent 36.2%

Invalid Ballots
votes 2
percent 2%

Total Ballots
votes 836
percent 100.0%

Committee on Appeals / Ticket 74 / Clergy
*a. Rev. Charles D. Anderson, Red Wing, Minnesota 3F

votes 470
percent 51.6%

 b. Rev. Lyle G. Miller, Gig Harbor, Washington 1C
votes 439
percent 48.2%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 910
percent 100.0%

Committee on Appeals / Ticket 75 / Clergy
 a. Rev. Paul M. Cornell, Collegeville, Pennsylvania 7F

votes 441
percent 49.3%

*b. Rev. Leslie G. Svendsen, Northfield, Minnesota 3I
votes 454
percent 50.7%

Total Ballots
votes 895
percent 100.0%

Committee on Appeals / Ticket 76 / Lay Female
*a. Sandra A. Jennings, Kent, Washington 1B

votes 529



percent 61.2%
 b. Fae E. Appleby, Middletown, Pennsylvania 8D

votes 334
percent 38.6%

Invalid Ballots
votes 2
percent 2%

Total Ballots
votes 865
percent 100.0%

Committee on Appeals / Ticket 77 / Lay Male
 a. Noel I. Fedje, Fargo, North Dakota 3B

votes 355
percent 38.5%

*b. William E. Diehl, Emmaus, Pennsylvania 7E
votes 567
percent 61.5%

Total Ballots
votes 922
percent 100.0%

Committee on Discipline / Ticket 78 / Clergy
*a. Rev. Melissa Maxwell-Doherty, Grand Forks, North Dakota 3B

votes 605
percent 67.9%

 b. Rev. Eugene W. Beutel, Camp Hill, Pennsylvania 8D
votes 284
percent 31.9%

Invalid Ballots
votes 2
percent 2%

Total Ballots
votes 891
percent 100.0%

Committee on Discipline / Ticket 79 / Clergy
 a. Rev. Robert H. Herder, Appleton, Wisconsin 5I

votes 428
percent 48.9%

 b. Rev. Gerhard I. Knutson, Rice Lake, Wisconsin 5H
votes 447
percent 51.1%

Total Ballots
votes 875



percent 100.0%

Committee on Discipline / Ticket 80 / Clergy–Term to 1999
 a. Rev. P. Kempton Segerhammar, Palo Alto, California 2A

votes 425
percent 49.1%

*b. Rev. Bruce G. Trethaway, Hudson, Ohio 6E
votes 439
percent 50.8%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 865
percent 100.0%

Committee on Discipline / Ticket 81 / Clergy–Term to 1999
 a. Rev. David G. Gabel, Traverse City, Michigan 6B

votes 376
percent 44.2%

*b. Rev. Paul J. Joncas, Wayne, New Jersey 7A
votes 473
percent 55.6%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 850
percent 100.0%

Committee on Discipline / Ticket 82 / Clergy–Term to 2001
 a. Rev. Andrea R. Hagen, Towson, Maryland 8F

votes 392
percent 47.2%

*b. Rev. Carol S. Hendrix, Dillsburg, Pennsylvania 8D
votes 439
percent 52.8%

Total Ballots
votes 831
percent 100.0%

Committee on Discipline / Ticket 83 / Clergy–Term to 2001
 a. Rev. Donald E. Melchert, Puyallup, Washington 1C

votes 309
percent 35.1%



*b. Rev. Harold C. Skillrud, Atlanta, Georgia 9D
votes 571
percent 64.9%

Total Ballots
votes 880
percent 100.0%

Committee on Discipline / Ticket 84 / Clergy (PC/L)
 a. Rev. Carmelo N. Canino, Dorado, Puerto Rico 9F

votes 386
percent 45.1%

*b. Rev. Edmond Yee, El Cerrito, California 2B
votes 468
percent 54.7%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 855
percent 100.0%

Committee on Discipline / Ticket 85 / Lay Female
*a. Lola Ruff, Moorhead, Minnesota 3B

votes 503
percent 61.0%

 b. Marilyn Witkop, Springfield, Illinois 5C
votes 319
percent 38.7%

Invalid Ballots
votes 3
percent 4%

Total Ballots
votes 825
percent 100.0%

Committee on Discipline / Ticket 86 / Lay Female
 a. Nancy McNally, Westminster, Colorado 2E

votes 384
percent 45.3%

*b. Louise P. Shoemaker, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 7F
votes 460
percent 54.3%

Invalid Ballots
votes 3
percent 4%



Total Ballots
votes 847
percent 100.0%

Committee on Discipline / Ticket 87 / Lay Female–Term to 1997
 a. Doris Pagelkopf, Minneapolis, Minnesota 3G

votes 311
percent 35.9%

 b. Marybeth A. Peterson, Omaha, Nebraska 4A
votes 417
percent 48.2%

 c. Mari Giffiths Irvin, Stockton, California 2A
votes 138
percent 15.9%

Total Ballots
votes 866
percent 100.0%

Committee on Discipline / Ticket 88 / Lay Female (PC/L)–Term to 2001
*a. Charlotte D. Light, St. Louis, Missouri 4B

votes 475
percent 55.8%

 b. Dorothy F. Ricks, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 7F
votes 374
percent 43.9%

Invalid Ballots
votes 2
percent 2%

Total Ballots
votes 851
percent 100.0%

Committee on Discipline / Ticket 89 / Lay Male
 a. J. Daniel Brown, Salisbury, North Carolina 9B

votes 326
percent 39.2%

*b. Terry A. Lieb, Mertztown, Pennsylvania 7E
votes 505
percent 60.7%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 832
percent 100.0%



Committee on Discipline / Ticket 90 / Lay Male–Term to 1997
 a. Bachman S. Brown Jr., Kannapolis, North Carolina 9B

votes 364
percent 43.5%

*b. C. Gary Fischer, Fargo, North Dakota 3B
votes 471
percent 56.3%

Invalid Ballots
votes 2
percent 2%

Total Ballots
votes 837
percent 100.0%

Committee on Discipline / Ticket 91 / Lay Male–Term 2001
 a. Joseph R. Malone, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 6E

votes 383
percent 47.6%

*b. Paul V. Rieke, Seattle, Washington 1B
votes 420
percent 52.2%

Invalid Ballots
votes 1
percent 1%

Total Ballots
votes 804
percent 100.0%

Committee on Discipline / Ticket 92 / Lay Male (PC/L)
*a. Charles Matsumoto, Indianapolis, Indiana 6C

votes 500
percent 60.0%

 b. Warren T. Pertee, Baltimore, Maryland 8F
votes 333
percent 40.0%

Total Ballots
votes 833
percent 100.0%

Second Ballot
Church Council / Ticket 4 / Clergy

 a. Rev. Fred S. Opalinski, Latrobe, Pennsylvania 8B
votes 406
percent 43.4%

*b. Rev. Larry V. Smoose, Langhorne, Pennsylvania 7F



votes 530
percent 56.6%

Total Ballots
votes 936
percent 100.0%

Church Council / Ticket 7 / Lay Female
*a. Beverly A. Peterson, Billings, Montana 1F

votes 595
percent 65.2%

 c. Sharon R. Ness, Temple Terrace, Florida 9E
votes 317
percent 34.8%

Total Ballots
votes 912
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Congregational Ministries / Ticket 12 / Clergy–Female Reserved
*a. Rev. Susan R. Carloss, Alta, Iowa 5E

votes 546
percent 59.7%

 c. Rev. Marysol Diaz, Bayamón, Puerto Rico 9F
votes 369
percent 40.3%

Total Ballots
votes 915
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Congregational Ministries / Ticket 13 / Clergy
 a. Rev. Louise A. Knotts, Grantsville, Maryland 8H

votes 384
percent 41.9%

*b. Rev. John B. Mawhirter, Sandusky, Ohio 6D
votes 532
percent 58.1%

Total Ballots
votes 916
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Congregational Ministries / Ticket 14 / Clergy (PC/L)
 a. Rev. Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld, Brookfield, Wisconsin 5J

votes 468
percent 49.8%

*b. Rev. Gary J. Benedict, Lakeville, Minnesota 3H
votes 471



percent 50.2%
Total Ballots

votes 939
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Congregational Ministries / Ticket 15 / Lay Female
*a. Ann Seitz-Brown, Ephrata, Pennsylvania 8D

votes 548
percent 59.4%

 b. Barbara M. Stuckey, Houston, Texas 4F
votes 375
percent 40.6%

Total Ballots
votes 923
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Congregational Ministries / Ticket 17 / Lay Male
 a. Ralph B.K. Peterson, Escanaba, Michigan 5G

votes 413
percent 45.8%

*b. Ronald C. Bruggeman, Omaha, Nebraska 4A
votes 489
percent 54.2%

Total Ballots
votes 902
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Congregational Ministries / Ticket 18 / Lay Male
 a. Charlie Roberts, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 8D

votes 332
percent 36.0%

*b. Larry Thiele, Tokio, North Dakota 3B
votes 590
percent 64.0%

Total Ballots
votes 922
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Ministry / Ticket 19 / Clergy
 a. Rev. James E. Miley, Las Vegas, Nevada 2D

votes 410
percent 43.9%

*b. Rev. Lawrence R. Wohlrabe, Redwood Falls, Minnesota 3F
votes 523
percent 56.1%

Total Ballots



votes 933
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Ministry / Ticket 20 / Clergy
 a. Rev. William F. Adix, Portland, Oregon 1E

votes 420
percent 45.2%

*b. Rev. Robert L. Quam, Billings, Montana 1F
votes 509
percent 54.8%

Total Ballots
votes 929
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Ministry / Ticket 21 / Clergy
*a. Rev. Richard P. Carlson, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 8C

votes 488
percent 51.2%

 b. Rev. Walter R. Bouman, Columbus, Ohio 6E
votes 465
percent 48.8%

Total Ballots
votes 953
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Ministry / Ticket 22 / Lay Female
*a. Josefina Nieves-Lebron, Bayamón, Puerto Rico 9F

votes 568
percent 61.5%

 b. Betty A. Pettit, Wyomissing, Pennsylvania 7E
votes 356
percent 38.5%

Total Ballots
votes 924
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Ministry / Ticket 23 / Lay Female
*b. Allison L. Carlson, Lancaster, Pennsylvania 8D

votes 483
percent 56.4%

 c. Lisa M. Simonsen, Tacoma, Washington 1C
votes 374
percent 43.6%

Total Ballots
votes 857



percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Outreach / Ticket 27 / Clergy–Female Reserved
*a. Rev. Catherine K. Mode, Oshkosh, Wisconsin 5I

votes 593
percent 64.0%

 b. Rev. Carolyn Myers Fredriksen, Rockford, Illinois 5B
votes 333
percent 36.0%

Total Ballots
votes 926
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Outreach / Ticket 28 / Clergy
*a. Rev. George W. Larson, Port Orchard, Washington 1C

votes 576
percent 64.2%

 d. Rev. Paul E. Christ, Vero Beach, Florida 9E
votes 321
percent 35.8%

Total Ballots
votes 897
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Outreach / Ticket 29 / Lay Female
 a. Caroline Wolff, Erie, Pennsylvania 8A

votes 386
percent 42.2%

*b. Judy Engebretson, Crystal Lake, Illinois 5B
votes 528
percent 57.8%

Total Ballots
votes 914
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Outreach / Ticket 31 / Lay Male
*a. Daniel L. Free, Glendale, AZ 2D

votes 453
percent 51.9%

 c. Joseph E. McMahon, Washington, District of Columbia 8G
votes 420
percent 48.1%

Total Ballots
votes 873
percent 100.0%



Board of Division for Outreach / Ticket 32 / Lay Male
*a. Norman E. Briggs, Chicago, Illinois 5A

votes 470
percent 51.4%

 b. Loren W. Mathre, St. Petersburg, Florida 9E
votes 445
percent 48.6%

Total Ballots
votes 915
percent 100.0%

Board of Board of Division for Higher Education and Schools / Ticket 37 / Lay Female
*a. Patricia A. Schibler, Van Wert, Ohio 6D

votes 505
percent 55.6%

 b. Esther L. Gilbertson, Fargo, North Dakota 3B
votes 403
percent 44.4%

Total Ballots
votes 908
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Church in Society / Ticket 41 / Clergy–Female Reserved
 a. Rev. Jeannine M. Sweet, Lakewood, Colorado 2E

votes 396
percent 42.7%

*b. Rev. Gladys G. Moore, Newark, New Jersey 7A
votes 532
percent 57.3%

Total Ballots
votes 928
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Church in Society / Ticket 44 / Lay Female
*a. Mary L. Bergstrom, Elwood, Nebraska 4A

votes 471
percent 52.7%

 b. Mary Ruedisili, Minot, North Dakota 3A
votes 422
percent 47.3%

Total Ballots
votes 893

Board of Division for Church in Society / Ticket 45 / Lay Male
*a. Charles J. Lusch, Wyomissing, Pennsylvania 7E



votes 456
percent 50.5%

 b. George D. Westerman, Ferndale, Michigan 6A
votes 447
percent 49.5%

Total Ballots
votes 903
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Church in Society / Ticket 46 / Lay Male
 a. Leonard C. Weiser Jr., Reading, Pennsylvania 7E

votes 372
percent 40.7%

*b. Brian C. King, Dubuque, Iowa 5C
votes 541
percent 59.3%

Total Ballots
votes 913
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Global Mission / Ticket 47 / Clergy
 a. Rev. James G. Munter, Sandy, Utah 2E

votes 435
percent 48.8%

*c. Rev. Martha L. McCracken, San Juan, Puerto Rico 9F
votes 456
percent 51.2%

Total Ballots
votes 891
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Global Mission / Ticket 48 / Clergy
*a. Rev. James A. Scherer, Chicago, Illinois 5A

votes 525
percent 58.1%

 b. Rev. Neville B. Kretzmann, Moline, Illinois 5B
votes 378
percent 41.9%

Total Ballots
votes 903
percent 100.0%

Board of Division for Global Mission / Ticket 50 / Lay Female
 a. Dorothy J. Sorrell, Fairfax, Virginia 8G

votes 336
percent 38.0%



*b. Shai Celeste, Newtown, Pennsylvania 7F
votes 549
percent 62.0%

Total Ballots
votes 885
percent 100.0%

Board of ELCA Publishing House / Ticket 56 / Clergy
 a. Rev. Susan R. Briehl, Chelan, Washington 1D

votes 463
percent 49.8%

*b. Rev. Susan L. Gamelin, Clearwater, Florida 9E
votes 467
percent 50.2%

Total Ballots
votes 930
percent 100.0%

Board of ELCA Publishing House / Ticket 58 / Lay Female
*b. Julie K. Aageson, Moorhead, Minnesota 3D

votes 525
percent 61.4%

 c. Myra L. Fozard, Aliquippa, Pennsylvania 8B
votes 330
percent 38.6%

Total Ballots
votes 855
percent 100.0%

Board of Pensions / Ticket 66 / Lay Male
 a. J. Lance Jacobson, Rochester, Minnesota 3I

votes 443
percent 49.2%

*b. Willis I. Else, Hudson, Ohio 6E
votes 457
percent 50.8%

Total Ballots
votes 900
percent 100.0%

Nominating Committee / Ticket 69 / Clergy
*a. Rev. Robert L. Vogel, Waverly, Iowa 5F

votes 556
percent 60.5%

 b. Rev. Jerald L. Wendt, Whitewater, Wisconsin 5K



votes 363
percent 39.5%

Total Ballots
votes 919
percent 100.0%

Nominating Committee / Ticket 71 / Lay Female
*b. Roberta C. Schott, Princeton Junction, New Jersey 7A

votes 505
percent 56.7%

 c. Elizabeth Tiemeyer, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 7F
votes 386
percent 43.3%

Total Ballots
votes 891
percent 100.0%

Nominating Committee / Ticket 72 / Lay Male
*a. Keith P. Brown, Roanoke, Virginia 9A

votes 593
percent 68.0%

 b. Clifton W. Anderson, Charlottesville, Virginia 9A
votes 279
percent 32.0%

Total Ballots
votes 872
percent 100.0%

Committee on Discipline / Ticket 87 / Lay Female–Term to 1997
 a. Doris Pagelkopf, Minneapolis, Minnesota 3G

votes 335
percent 36.3%

*b. Marybeth A. Peterson, Omaha, Nebraska 4A
votes 588
percent 63.7%

Total Ballots
votes 923
percent 100.0%



Exhibit C

Mission Prayers

Limitations of time did not permit the following “Mission Prayers” to be said during the
plenary sessions of this Churchwide Assembly:



Almighty God, by the grace and mercy of your hand, you have guided us along this chosen
path.  We pray now that you direct our actions during this convention and cause us to realize the
magnitude of our mission.  Help us to be shining lights to those whose lives are darkened by fear,
oppression, sickness and hunger.  Come now, Holy Spirit, and plant us firmly in this faith and
guide us to boldly proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, forever and ever.  Amen
Ruth Ellen Nice, Upper Susquehanna Synod

Pray that as Christians we come to realize that we are called upon to care for all the people
of God’s creation—both with our hearts and with our money!

submitted by an unidentified voting member and synod

We pray, all seeing God who gives us a holy vision and calling to mission.  We confess our
vision has too often been dim and our mission effort weak.  So bless, impart, empower, improve,
and inspire the working relationships of ELCA mission staff, mission developers, mission
congregations, mission founders, mission partners, and mission builders that many new mission
congregations will be birthed by this parent church and then grow to mature ministry with clear
and great vision for mission.

The Rev. Rodney L. Anderson, Minneapolis Area Synod

From the comes this prayer greeting from Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church on Chicago’s
south side:

Heavenly Father, look upon the South Cluster Lutheran Churches’ parish nurse ministry
with mercy. Send us as shepherds to rescue the lost, to heal the sick, to feed your people with
knowledge and understanding of holistic health.  Kindle in us the fire of your love and strengthen
this ministry for continual service in your kingdom; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

The Rev. Bruce W. Pangborn, Metropolitan Chicago Synod

Those of us who know you, Lord, know your perfect and continuing love for us.  We are
sustained by your peace and love and by the fruit of your Spirit.  But, more need to know of your
love.  May the Spirit move among us Lord so that each of us will be moved to do one or two or
three things that will help bring others into your perfect and continuing love.  We ask that you
continue to bless the 12 mission sites in the Northern Illinois Synod  May these efforts be caused
to continue so that many more will come to know your love.

Daryl Murken, Northern Illinois Synod

God of the universe, this prayer is for all of us to be missionaries to children.  An unknown
author reminds us to pray for the children “who are born in places we wouldn’t be caught dead,
for children who live in an x-rated world, who never get dessert, who have no safe blanket to
drag behind them, who watch their parents watch them die, who can’t find any bread to steal,
who don’t have any rooms to clean up, whose pictures aren’t on anybody’s dresser, whose
monsters are real.  We pray for children whose tears we sometimes laugh at and whose smiles
can make us cry.  And we pray for those whose nightmares come in the daytime, who will eat
anything, who aren’t spoiled by anybody, who go to bed hungry and cry themselves to sleep, who
live and move, but have no being.  We pray for children who want to be carried and for those we



must.  For those we never give up on and for those who don’t get a second chance. And for those
who will grab the hand of anybody kind enough to offer it.”

Touch each heart today.  Give each of us a child to serve; a child for whom we are “the”
answer to a prayer for help.

submitted by an unidentified voting member and synod

Gracious God, creator of mountains, trees and sky, we thank you for the work of Lutheran
Outdoor Ministries, and especially for the ministry of Pastor Gary Stevenson of Mt. Cross in the
Santa Cruz mountains.  We ask for your continued blessing on the staff at Mt. Cross, especially
as they reach out to children and teens who come as campers and grow in faith as they assemble
and work and play together in this beautiful outdoor setting.

We also pray for those young people who have gone on from camping to counseling at Mt.
Cross, and in the day camps held in many congregations.  May they grow in faith and in power to
witness to the children they serve.

At this time of financial difficulty, may we who have benefitted from the work of outdoor
ministries, be moved to support Mt. Cross with our offerings, our prayers  and our appeals to
others.  Bless our efforts to strengthen this effective ministry and mission.  We pray in Christ’s
name. 
Jack Lowry, Sierra Pacific Synod

Our Father, hear our prayer.  Bless the efforts of the members of Peace Lutheran Church,
rural Plymouth, Nebraska, as we strive to make Christ known, as the saints before us have done
for 107 years.  We do this with:
• our donations to local food pantries, by our Bible school and Sunday school children as they
support world hunger, the Heifer Project, and the ELCA Disaster Response fund through their
offerings;
• Our members’ participation in the Vision for Mission Appeal, our Lutheran Men in Mission
group through their support of the Nebraska Loan and Grant Fund to help educate new pastors;
• Our Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America unit as they support Lutheran
World Relief; the Women and Children Living in Poverty project, and local families in need; and
• Our youth group as they witness each day in school as students and leaders to attend
Lutheran Youth Organization (Nebraska) events.

Especially bless our Pastor Abigail Byrd and the fire of their faith as she witnesses to each of
us and our community when we feel insignificant in our place.  We know we are not so different
from many other parts of your body but help us to keep your Vision for Mission before us and to
do your will.

Arlene Johnson, Nebraska Synod

Dear Lord, thank you for the competent and dedicated leaders in the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.  Give them guidance and wisdom as they lead this church toward the next
century.  Bless all of those involved in special ministries throughout our church, keeping them in
your loving care.  We pray for Bishop Siphuma and the Evangelical Church in Zimbawe,
companion church to Upstate New York Synod.  Strengthen then the bonds of friendship that
exist between us.  Thank you, Lord God, for giving Gloria Dei the opportunity to be a center for
pastoral counseling services.  Help and guide all involved in this ministry of care to hurting



people.  Keep our counseling staff in the strength and power of your presence and peace, in
Christ’s name.  

Joann W. Forsberg, Upstate New York Synod.

A prayer for Dakotah Oyate Lutheran Church on behalf of its Native American members: 
We praise you, O God, and rejoice with [the members of Dakotah Oyate Lutheran Church] as
they move into a new sanctuary next month.  Help them to be a faithful flock through your grace. 
May they continue firmly in the Gospel as they reach out with the good news.  Thank you, Lord,
for sending a Mission Builders team to North Dakota to construct this building; we pray that you
will continue to call forth more such dedicated and willing workers through the Holy Spirit. 
Make us all better servants, reaching out in mission to the whole world.

Larry Thiele, Eastern North Dakota,

Dear heavenly Father: the members of Christ Lutheran Church of Newburgh, New York, are
thankful for the many warm, caring, sensitive people you have given us as we enter our 120th
year of being ministers to your Word.  Give us strength and guidance in the decisions that we
make so we may continue to witness Christ and share the power of his resurrection with other
Christians and the world.  

We pray for our sisters and brothers in Bosnia.  Help them make peace a reality.  We pray
for all pastors, bishops, deacons and missionaries in Christ, especially for Bishop Herbert W.
Chilstrom and Bishop-Elect H. George Anderson.  We are thankful for their willingness to serve. 
Please, let all leaders of this church take their jobs seriously as a calling from our Lord, to do the
work of His Church.  Let us together, do what is right to proclaim Christ in the world.  Lord, in
your mercy.  Hear our pray.  Amen.

Paul Lumpkin Sr., Metropolitan New York Synod

Heavenly Father, we from Western Iowa and Augustana Church in Sioux City are thankful
to be playing a role in the training of Vicar Mauricio Haacke from Brazil who will soon return to
Brazil to be one of your shepherds.  Also, we ask for your blessings on those from Western Iowa
who are now preparing for a mission visit to assist our brothers and sisters in Tanzania.  Grant us
the wisdom and strength to continue to build our El Renacimiento Congregation.  For challenges
and gifts to make Christ known we offer thanks.  Amen.

Darold Sea, Western Iowa Synod.

Lord, thank you for Pastor [Tricia A.] McMackin’s recovery.  And Lord, help our
congregation to support missions globally, not just locally.  There are many “I ams.  Let ours not
be a selfish ‘I am’ just for me.”

submitted by an unidentified voting member,
Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod

Dear Lord, I look at my grandsons and I wonder, “What will your world be like?”  I realize,
God, that Christians have wrestled with your will and our values since the beginning of time.  I
know that there have been times in history just as good and just as diseased as today.  But, God,
please direct us now.

Please touch this group gathered here with your spirit so that decisions here will send signals
of your will through our church. Inspire us, the whole membership of the Evangelical Lutheran



Church in America. And God, thank you for being our base and giving us direction.  Accept our
love.

submitted by an unidentified voting member and synod

Dearest Lord Jesus, we pray that your Vision for Mission for each one of us would become
ours.  We pray for guidance and wisdom and empowerment to carry out your vision whether at
church headquarters, in synodical offices or our local churches.  We pray for the mission of a
congregation tucked into a neighborhood where sometimes it seems “Everything is different, but
nothing has changed.”  We thank you the beginning glimpse of vision that diversity is your good
gift and we pray that you sharpen this until our picture is clear.  We ask for your blessings upon
our member, Judy McGuire leaving for internship in Zimbabwe next week, and for the South
Carolina Synod’s Vision 2000, working for inclusivity.  Grant us all your guidance in all things. 
In Jesus name we pray.

The Rev. Kathleen B. Chartier, South Carolina Synod

Almighty God, by the grace and mercy of your hand, you have guided and shepherded us
along this chosen path.  We pray now that you direct our actions and cause us to realize the
magnitude of our mission.  Help us to be shining lights to those whose lives are darkened by fear,
oppression, sickness, and hunger.  Come now, Holy Spirit, and plant us firmly in this faith and
guide us to boldly proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, forever and ever.

submitted by an unidentified voting member and synod

God, our Creator, Father of all people, we thank you for our salvation in your Son, our
Savior, Jesus Christ.  Help us, as members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, to be
a missionary people,  I pray for my own congregation, Trinity Lutheran in Ishpening, Mich. 
Bless our outreach effort through: the Ericksons in Papua, New Guinea, the Annual Hunger
Walk, and our support of a foster child in Columbia by our Sunday School.

Peter O. Johnson, Northern Great Lakes Synod

Creator, God, we pray for the Eskimo congregations of the Seward Peninsula in Alaska, and
for all Native American ministries of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  Continue to
bring us faithful leaders, to raise up talented people from our own congregations, and provide for
us a vision for ministry and mission in our own communities.  In Jesus’ name we pray.

Vincent Tocktoo Sr., Alaska Synod

Lord God of our salvation, give wisdom and guidance to the leaders and people of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of South Africa as our congregation and synod develop a
partnership with our companion synod.  Lord, we ask you to place your guiding hand on the
bishops of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America as they dialogue, listen, and expand their
vision of the Church.  Protect and guide our bishops as they are sensitized to and unite in
developing an interactive relationship on such issues as justice.  We pray for safe travel for all
bishops in September 1995, especially our Bishop Gregory Villalón.  May they return home
safely with an abundance of rich experiences.  We ask in your name.

submitted by an unidentified voting member, Caribbean Synod



Our gracious heavenly Father, your divine intention was that your people would live
together in harmony as a family.  Lord, today we see families of all kinds, shapes, and sizes under
strain and stress, feeling the pressures of our society.  Families are the lifeblood of our
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and at Bethany in LaPorte, Indiana, it is our hope to
renew the family spirit, strengthen the family units in our congregation and community, seeking
to model Jesus’ love for his disciples—his family—as we construct our new Family Life Center. 
Our prayer is that this facility and the efforts of our pastor and congregation will enable us to
expand the mission and ministry of Bethany far beyond our church walls, giving families the
hope, strength and joy of a home centered around Christ and the Good News of salvation.  Help
and guide us through your Holy Spirit, that our efforts will glorify your name and reach out to
those who are hurting and in need of your loving, saving Grace.  We praise and glorify your
name.

Shirley Carlson, Indiana-Kentucky Synod

We praise you God and give you thanks for our church made up by different people of
diverse cultures, visions, and races.  These differences in each of us are a gift from you; help us,
O Lord, to appreciate them and to lift them up in the roles that we have in our church and our
society.  Give us the capacity to live with our brothers and sisters in an atmosphere of peace and
understanding, celebrating with joy our differences and finding in them means of learning and
spiritual growth.

Rosibel H. Woodword, South/Central Synod of Wisconsin

Lord God,  as we embrace this church’s Vision for Mission we ask your special blessing on
our efforts.  We are especially thankful as a rural community of the mission of our farmers who
feed the world.  We also pray for the continuing mission of our companion synod in the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Namibia and for our missionaries, Lon and Mira
Kightlenager serving now in Madagascar.  Thank you, heavenly Father.

submitted by an unidentified voting member, Northeastern Iowa Synod

Dear Lord, you have blessed us with many wonderful congregations within our synod, where
we can hear the Word, receive the sacraments, and take joy and comfort in fellowship.  Now, we
pray that you may inspire us anew to reach out beyond our churches to those in our communities
who have not yet found a church home—who have not yet heard the Gospel, experienced your
Grace, and learned of your promise of everlasting life through Christ.  Give us, we pray, the will
and determination to welcome actively all into our congregations.  Amen.

submitted by an unidentified voting member and synod

Gracious God, giver of all gifts, we pray for those in our world who feel the pangs of
hunger.  Ease their suffering and bless the efforts of those who collect and distribute foods and
other items to those in need.

submitted by an unidentified voting member and synod
Our gracious heavenly Father, I pray for two missionaries who have a connectedness with 

our congregation.  They are Carol Cottingham and Carol Rasmussen.  I also pray for all other
missionaries who give their “all” to spread the Gospel.  I pray that our congregation and all
congregations will find new financial means to support additional missionaries to proclaim and



live the Good New of Jesus.  I pray this in the name of Jesus.
Glen Wiese, Northwest Synod of Wisconsin

O God, the father and mother of us all.  We joyfully sing your praises and thank you for the
many blessings you have bestowed upon us in our small rural settings and center-cities. 
Continue to be with us and give us your counsel as we strive to reach out beyond the walls of our
church to make Christ known in city, town and country.

submitted by an unidentified voting member and synod

We ask your strength as we struggle with difficult decisions affecting your church.  Reveal
your will and show us the way to embrace, love, and nurture the whole human family, the
children whom you love, especially those we sometimes find it hard to love: the homeless, that
they may be sheltered; those living and dying  of HIV/AIDS, along with their caregivers, that
they may be supported and comforted; the hungry, that they may be nourished; gay and lesbian
people who feel that they have been abandoned by the church, that they may be welcomed into
our fellowship and worship as equal partners as we move toward a more inclusive and diverse
body of Christ.  Be with the many parts of your one body gathered in this assembly as we return
to our home congregations, that our journeys be safe and that our re-energized vision be shared
with all your people.  These things we ask through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

submitted by an unidentified voting member, Central States Synod

We ask your blessing on the mission and ministry of our companion synod in the Kotte
district of Papua, New Guinea, and on the new congregation in our synod, Iglesia Luterana de la
Resurección in Garden City, Kansas; Family of Christ in Imperial, Missouri, and Joy Lutheran in
Weldon Springs, Missouri.

Dan Glamann, Central States Synod

Kind and Gracious God, you call us to be one.  Today, as we lift up our partnership with
Christians in other traditions, we thank you for the thousands of small, town-and-country
congregations where ecumenical matters are conducted daily over the back fence with a
neighbor.  Help us to gain a new vision for unity as we love and serve together.  In Christ’s name.

Kay Conrad, North Carolina Synod

Gracious Lord, we give thanks for the opportunities given us.  Help us be of service to reach
out in peace, to those from all walks of life; to reach out in hope to those in need of your
guidance; to reach out in faith, sharing your word with one another; to reach out in love, to all
God’s children,  infants to elders.  Inspire us in Ministry.  Bless our support of mission and other
ministries.  Support our efforts to help the children of Romania, families of Eastern Europe, and
other parts of the world.  Empower us to share the “life giving” news of your grace.  Hand in
hand, community to community, nation to nation in Jesus name.

Mike Francis, Northeastern Minnesota Synod
Heavenly Father, fill us with your Holy Spirit and empower us to continue to develop and

implement educational strategies for our youth as they engage in Bible studies, discussion, and
prayer during an annual summer retreat and regularly during the rest of the year.  Bless them, our
pastor, and all others involved in this ministry.  We prayer in the name of our Lord and Savior,



Jesus the Christ.
John G. Satter, Central/Southern Illinois Synod

Dios Todopoderoso, oremos por nuestro Obispo Chilstrom quien con mucha fe y entusiasmo ha
servido a nuestra iglesia.  Por nuestro obispo electo Anderson y espero y esperamos que el Señor
le cuide para que pueda servir a nuestra iglesia en el futuro.  Él es una esperanza para nuestra
iglesia, para todos nosotros del Sínodo de la Montañas Rocosas.  También oremos por nuestra
hermana la pastora Valenzuela y su esposo de la Iglesia Cristo Rey Centro Luterano mientras
tratan de guiar nuestra misión latina en El Paso, Texas, cuya región les corresponde.

submitted by an unidentified voting member, Rocky Mountain Synod

Gracious God, fill us with your Holy Spirit that we may reflect your boundless love and
compassion, rather than our self-righteous judgment.  May we use the wisdom and knowledge
you have given us to mediate our differences so that we may devote our talents and treasure to
advance the true mission of our church, to spread throughout the world the joyous news of your
grace and salvation through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Arline E. Shannon, Lower Susquehanna Synod

Heavenly Father, give us ears to listen, shoulders to lean on, hands to help others, a caring
heart, ready smiles, and arms full of abundant hugs to give out whenever needed.  Let our
“doors” be opened all the time, not just on Sunday mornings.

Connie Foster, Southern Ohio Synod

Lord God of our salvation, we pray that your will be done in all places throughout creation. 
Not only the missions abroad, but also at home, that we may continue in the everyday ministries
of the rural churches of America.  With thankfulness to you, Lord, we pray for all the courageous
people who give their lives to bring the Gospel of the Lord to people who have never heard of
your almighty love.  Inspire our witness to you, Lord, that all may know the power of your
forgiveness.

Nichole Johnson, Western North Dakota Synod

Dear Lord, we thank you for the guidance and ministry of our retiring Bishop Norman
Eitrheim, and we welcome the leadership of Bishop-Elect Andrea DeGroot-Nesdahl. In a
world where many live with violence and poverty, we thank you for the freedom to travel and to
gather as part of your church; we thank you for the safety of ourselves, our families and our
communities; and we thank you for the wealth all of us here enjoy.  As we come before you now,
mindful of our pride and our comfort, lead us in the mission given by your Son to grow in our
love for you and to care for our neighbor.  As we pray for those who are hungry, give those of us
with plenty a hunger for your spirit.  As we pray for those who are homeless, help those of us
with homes to find rest in your presence.  As we pray for those who are afflicted, afflict us with a
sense of our own sin and guilt, so that we may know our need for your redemption.  In the name
of your son, Jesus Christ, we pray.  Amen.

Richard Moe, South Dakota Synod

We thank you, O God, for the Gospel of Matthew, Chapter 25, where you tell us to feed the



hungry, clothe the naked, and show hospitality to strangers among us.  Our Lord, you have
empowered us at Tracy Lutheran Church to collect food for food shelves and deliver
Meals-on-Wheels.  Our Lord, you have given us time, talents, and energies to take the colors of
your rainbow, the fabrics and fibers of your creation, to fashion our quilts for Lutheran World
Relief.  Our Lord, you have encouraged us to open our church building to our Hmong Christian
Lutherans where they can worship in their language with freedom and peace.  For all these
opportunities of love and concern, we thank you.  In the name of your blessed Son, Jesus Christ.

Mary Lou Ludeman, Southwestern Minnesota

Dear and beloved God, rising out of our life together as kin in Christ and as colleagues in his
blessed church and committed to his cause, we speak our gratitude and present our intercessions:
For the people of the 200 congregations of our synod, the pastors, associates in ministry, and
other leaders; for our bishop and his colleagues in the care and leadership of us; for all the
settings of our daily ministries that we may exercise our influence faithfully and to the well-being
of all; for the diverse, focused ministries of our synod, the Lutheran Theological Seminary at
Philadelphia, Upsala College, all the schools sponsored by our congregations, Lutheran Social
Ministry of New Jersey, Office of Governmental Affairs, Beisler Camping and Retreat Center;
for endeavors to provide shelters, safe houses, clothing, food, support, and encouragement to
many;  and in gratitude and with our glad intercessions for all with whom your Spirit has united
us in faith and witness in the wider circles of your Church: the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America; Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service; Lutheran World Federation and other
Lutherans who have not joined us in it; the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
U.S.A.; and the World Council of Churches.  How urgently we pray your blessing upon your one,
holy, catholic and apostolic Church! And how grateful we are  that you have called us by your
Gospel, enlightened us with your gifts, and sanctified and preserved us in faith by weaving us
together in the family of faith.  Hear and accept our prayers, for Christ’s sake.  
submitted by an unidentified voting member, New Jersey Synod

Gracious heavenly Father, thank you for your Holy Spirit, which has been our guide and
informer through this assembly.  Continue to anoint us with your Spirit, so that we may return
home with winds of song, the spirit of laughter, and Christ guiding us.  Lord, I pray for all the
members of your Church, that we may be servants of your Word and proclaim the promise of
Christ.  Give us boldness to proclaim who Christ is to kids in school, our co-workers, our
families and friends.  Lord God, I say a special prayer for our ELCA seminaries.  Strengthen each
campus with your protection and affirming love.  Bind Satan from trying to cause division and
turmoil.  Empower the professors and students as they apply Your Word to doing Your ministry. 
I also lift up the Southeastern Minnesota Synod and Bishop Nycklemoe.  Surround him and his
wife with your continual renewal and strength.  Bless them both with their ministry in Christ’s
work.  I also pray that you will send pastors to the congregations of our synod that have
vacancies.  May the calls be filled with people that you have chosen.  Thank you Lord.  All these
things I lift up in your name.

Michelle Simonson, Southeastern Minnesota Synod

Gracious Father, in the beginning your Spirit brooded over the waters. And from those
waters filled with chaos, your own words resounded: ‘Let there be life. And there was life.’ In a
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synod where there is so much density, continue to give us strength in our missions, lifting up
spiritual nurturing, Bible evangelism, and thriving small congregations.  Lift up the leadership,
the conferences, and all 155 congregations dedicated to doing your will.  In the middle of our
hectic lives, give us the vision to live our lives devoted to you.  We have a special synod with
many different shades of color and many cultural backgrounds.  There are homeless and hungry,
the rich and the poor, the educated and uneducated, gay and lesbian, the mentally ill, gangs and
the walking wounded, and the average working class.  Yes, we have a special synod filled with
diversity.  And, yes, in these difficult times when the burden of life seems too great to bear,
remind us of your loving presence.  Help us to grasp your vision to see your new creation.  We
pray to hear those words: ‘Let there be life’—in the city, in the suburbs, in the country, in our
homes, and in our hearts.  Let there be life.

submitted by an unidentified voting member,
Southern California [West] Synod

O Lord, each summer we invite to our community a group of teenagers from Northern
Ireland, 50 percent of them being Roman Catholic and the other 50 percent being Protestant. 
As we prepare them, along with our children, making Christ known to them in a peaceful
environment through a summer’s fun and games, through play acting and sharing,  they will
learn that they are not enemies, they are not Roman Catholic nor Protestant, but brothers and
sisters in Christ. O Lord, bless them and keep them, so that they will remember what they
have learned throughout their journey of life, that they can be peacemakers.  O Lord, please
make Christ known to us.  Teach us to use the Bible carefully.  Make us learn from them that,
under Christ, we are neither Greek nor Jew, neither male nor female, but children of God.  This
we pray in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ.

Y. T. Chiu, Northeastern Ohio Synod
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Constitutions, Bylaws, and 
Continuing Resolutions

The text of the Constitutions, Bylaws, and Contin-

uing Resolutions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in

America as amended by the 1993 Churwide Assembly

follows.  When referring to continuing resolutions, note

the emendations cited below.

Emendation of Continuing Resolutions
During the 1993-1995 biennium, the Church

Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

acted to adopt, amend, or delete continuing resolutions

from the Constitutions, Bylaws, and Continuing Resolu-

tions of this church as follows:

Action

Number Council Action  

CC93.12.96 Amendment of continuing resolu-

tion 9.52.A87., renumbered as

9.52.A93.

CC94.4.9 Amendment of continuing resolu-

tion 15.11.E91., renumbered as

15.11.E94.

CC94.4.10 Adoption of new churchwide con-

tinuing resolution 19.61.A94. 

CC95.4.27 Amendment of continuing resolu-

tion 15.21.A91., renumbered as

15.21.A95.; and amendment of

continuing resolution 16.11.C91. 

The texts of those provisions, as adopted or

amended, follows:

9.52.A93. The Church Council, in cooperation

with the synods, shall provide an

ongoing process for congregations

whose governing documents have

been accepted into the church under

9.52. to review those documents and

compare them with the required ele-

ments of the Model Constitution for

Congregations listed in 9.25.b., appli-

cable to the extent provided in 9.52.

to congregations recognized and re-

ceived by this church as of January 1,

1988. Congregations are encouraged

to resolve significant conflicts be-

tween their governing documents and

the Model Constitution for Congrega-

tions.

15.11.E94. Department for Information Tech-

nology

The treasurer shall provide for infor-

mation technology that shall include .

. . [with the remainder of the continu-

ing resolution remaining unchanged].

15.21.A95. Operation of Mission Investment Fund

of the ELCA

a. The Mission Investment Fund of the

Evangelical Lutheran Church in

America shall have primary responsi-

bility for promotion of Mission Invest-

ments.

b. The provisions of 15.11.D91. shall

apply to the Mission Investment Fund

of the ELCA.

c. The board of trustees of the Mission

Investment Fund of the ELCA shall be

eleven in number, who shall be elected

by the Church Council for six-year

terms and shall be eligible for reelec-

tion, with six members nominated by

the Church Council's Budget and Fi-

nance Committee, four members

nominated by the board of the Division

for Outreach, and one member

nominated by the board of the Division

for Church in Society.

d. Relationship to Division for Outreach:

The Mission Investment Fund of the

ELCA shall relate to the Division for

Outreach. The Division for Outreach

shall request real estate acquisition

for new and existing ministries within

the limits of the capital funds avail-

able and within criteria established

jointly by the Division for Outreach

and the Mission Investment Fund of

the ELCA. The Mission Investment

Fund of the ELCA shall provide exper-

tise for management of real property

and execute all necessary documents

for the acquisition and disposition of

such property.

e. Capital Budget Development:  An

annual capital budget for ministry

development shall be established. The

budget shall be prepared by a joint

staff committee composed of staff from

the Division for Outreach and the

Mission Investment Fund. This budget

is to be based on projected availability

of capital funds and projected

requirements for loans and real prop-

erty acquisition for ministry develop-

ment, church building programs, or

other approved capital needs. This
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capital budget, upon recommend-

ation of the joint staff committee,

will be submitted to the board of

the Division for Outreach and the

board of the Mission Investment

Fund of the ELCA for approval and

recommendation to the Church

Council. Following approval, the

capital budget shall be monitored

by the joint staff committee.

f. Within guidelines established jointly

by the Division for Outreach and the

Mission Investment Fund of the

ELCA, the Mission Investment Fund

shall have the responsibility for deter-

mining which congregations shall

receive loans, the amount of each loan,

and the repayment schedule.  The

Mission Investment Fund of the ELCA

shall execute the loan, ensure safe-

keeping for the legal documents, pro-

vide accounting services for the repay-

ment, supervise collection, and confer

with the Division for Outreach on any

exceptions to established loan policies.

g. The Mission Investment Fund shall

offer building and architectural con-

sultative services to new congrega-

tions entering first-unit construction,

to congregations relocating with syn-

odical approval, to other congrega-

tions, and to campus ministry pro-

grams of the Division for Higher Edu-

cation and Schools.

16.11.C91. Division for Outreach

This division shall provide leadership

and support for this church as it reaches

out in witness to the Gospel in the areas

served by the synods of this church by

developing new ministries and congrega-

tions; supporting existing ministries and

congregations in transition or with spe-

cial needs; and working with synods in

developing area strategies for outreach.

To fulfill these responsibilities, this divi-

sion shall:

a. develop and recommend policy for, and

then assist in the development of new

ministries and congregations, the

support of existing ministries and

congregations in transition or with

special needs, and of urban and rural

coalitions. To do so, this division will:

1) function in cooperation with synods

and congregations.

2) have primary responsibility in work-

ing with synods to determine where

and when new congregations of this

church shall be developed and to rec-

ommend ministries for recognition and

reception as congregations of this

church.

3) be responsible for the churchwide

Mission Partners program and Mission

Builders program, in coordination with

synods and appropriate churchwide

units.

4) relate to the Mission Investment

Fund in accord with the applicable

continuing resolutions and policies

that govern the operation of the Mis-

sion Investment Fund.

b. develop and carry out programs of

evangelism in the development of new

ministries, working in coordination

with the Division for Congregational

Ministries as the Division for Congre-

gational Ministries develops programs

and resources to nurture evangelism

efforts of existing congregations.

c. establish, support, and plan, in consul-

tation with the Commission for Multi-

cultural Ministries and the Division

for Congregational Ministries, for the

outreach of this church among persons

of color and those whose primary lan-

guage is other than English.

d. provide staff services and financial

grants to assist synods or groups of

synods in the development of area

strategies for outreach, in coordination

with the Division for Church in Society

and the Division for Congregational

Ministries.

e. provide for appropriate training and

support, in cooperation with synods,

for persons in outreach ministries of

development and re-development, and

those in urban, rural, and area minis-

tries.

f. develop, in consultation with the Mis-

sion Investment Fund, an annual capi-

tal budget for loans, real-property

acquisition, and building programs in

support of the development of new

ministries and congregations. It also

shall support investment in the Mis-

sion Investment Fund of the ELCA.

Criteria for real- estate acquisition for

new or existing ministries within the

limits of capital funds available shall

be established jointly by the Division

for Outreach and the Mission Invest-

ment Fund.  Within jointly established

guidelines, the Mission Investment

Fund shall determine which congrega-

tions shall receive loans, the amount of
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each loan, and the repayment

schedule. 

g. be responsible for representing this

church in churchwide cooperative

planning for outreach together with

other church bodies and ecumenical

organizations serving in  the

geographic territory of this church's

synods.

h. cooperate, under the coordination of

the Division for Global Mission, with

Lutheran church bodies based in other

nations that desire to carry out minis-

try in the U.S.A., and consult with

synods of this church in planning and

implementing such ministry.

i. cooperate with the Division for Global

Mission, the Division for Congrega-

tional Ministries, the Division for

Higher Education and Schools, and the

synods of this church in providing

programs of education for mission and

for witness to persons of other faiths.

j. relate to congregationally based com-

munity organizations that are associ-

ated with outreach ministries

supported by this division and assist

in the development of such organiza-

tions, under the coordination of the

Division for Church in Society and

synods.

19.61.A94. Ecclesiastical Ballot

An "ecclesiastical ballot" for the election

of officers (other than treasurer) of the

churchwide organization of the Evangeli-

cal Lutheran Church in America is here-

by defined as an election process:

a. In which on the first ballot the name of

any eligible individual may be submit-

ted for nomination by a voting member

of the assembly;

b. Through which the possibility of elec-

tion to office exists on any ballot by

achievement of the required number of

votes cast by voting members of the

assembly applicable to a particular

ballot;

c. That precludes spoken floor nomina-

tions in the assembly prior to or fol-

lowing the casting of the first ballot;

d. In which the first ballot is considered

a nominating ballot if no election oc-

curs on the first ballot;

e. In which the first ballot defines the

total slate of nominees for possible

election on a subsequent ballot, with

no additional nominations permitted

following the casting of the first ballot;

f. That does not preclude, at some point

subsequent to the reporting of the first

ballot, the right of persons nominated

on such a ballot to withdraw their

names prior to the casting of the sec-

ond ballot;

g. In which the name of any individual

that appears on any ballot subsequent

to the second ballot may not be with-

drawn;

h. That does not preclude an assembly's

adoption of rules that may permit, at a

defined point in the election process

and for a defined period of time,

speeches to the assembly by nominees

or their representatives and/or a

question-and-answer forum in which

the nominees or their representatives

participate; and

i. In which the number of names that

appear on any ballot subsequent to the

second ballot shall be determined in

accordance with provisions of the gov-

erning documents.
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List of Assembly Actions
CA95.1.1: Adoption of Rules of Organization 

and Procedure 14
CA95.1.2: Approval of Order of Business 39
CA95.2.3: Response to Synodical Memorials 

on Interim Ministry 75
CA95.2.4: Response to Synodical Memorials 

on HIV/AIDS 88
CA95.3.5: Response to Synodical Memorials 

on Extremist Groups 143
CA95.3.6: Synodical Memorial on U.S. Army School of the Americas 146
CA95.3.7: Synodical Memorials 

on Guatemala 150
CA95.3.8: Synodical Memorial on 

Women Bishops 156
CA95.3.9: Synodical Memorial on 

Multicultural Welcoming Video 157
CA95.3.10: Habitat for Humanity 

International, Covenant 252
CA95.3.11: Posting of Results of 

First Ballot for Vice President 254
CA95.3.12: Report on 

Ministry of the Baptized Received 255
CA95.4.13: Election of the Rev. H. George Anderson as ELCA Bishop 265
CA95.4.14: Resolution on ELCA 

Representational Principles 275
CA95.4.15: Amendments to Constitutions, Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutions 277
CA95.4.16: Amendments to Constitutions, Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutions 278
CA95.4.17: Persons with Disabilities, Commitment to Reaffirmed 282
CA95.4.18: Post-High School Youth, 

Outreach to 285
CA95.4.19: Nominees for the Office of 

Bishop, Appreciation to 291
CA95.4.20: Election of Kathy J. Magnus as 

ELCA Vice President 296
CA95.4.21: Amendments to ELCA Governing Documents Implementing the Study of 

Ministry 298
CA95.4.22: Misc. Amendments to Constitutions, Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutions 299
CA95.4.23: Election of the 

Rev. Lowell G. Almen as ELCA Secretary 341
CA95.5.24: Social Statement on Peace, 

Adoption of 357, 358
CA95.5.25: Report of the Memorials 

Committee, En Bloc Adoption of 360
CA95.5.26a: Response to Synodical Memorial

on Care of Creation 376
CA95.5.26b: Response to Synodical Memorial 

on Energy Audits 378
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CA95.5.27: Response to Synodical Memorial 
on Candidacy Process 379

CA95.5.28: Response to Synodical Memorial 
on Discipline Process 380

CA95.5.29: Response to Synodical Memorial 
on Discipline (Congregations) 382

CA95.5.30: Response to Synodical Memorial 
on Removal of a Pastor 383

CA95.5.31: Response to Synodical Memorial 
on Proposed Changes in the Discipline 
Process 386

CA95.5.32: Response to Synodical Memorial 
on Calendar of Commemorations 388

CA95.5.33: Response to Synodical Memorial
on Synodically Authorized Worshiping 
Communities 390

CA95.5.34: Response to Synodical Memorial 
on Synodical–Churchwide Relations 391

CA95.5.35: Response to Synodical Memorials 
on ELCA Representational Principles 397

CA95.5.36: Response to Synodical Memorials 
on Voting Privilege for Retired, Rostered Laypersons 398

CA95.5.37: Response to Synodical Memorials 
on Limitation of Amendment of Model Constitution for Congregations 399

CA95.5.38: Response to Synodical Memorial on Budget and Staffing of Churchwide Units 401
CA95.5.39: Response to Synodical Memorial 

on Equalized Health-Care Expense 403
CA95.5.40: Response to Synodical Memorial 

on Marriage-Counseling Coverage 405
CA95.5.41: Response to Synodical Memorial 

on Expansion of Aetna Roster 407
CA95.5.42: Response to Synodical Memorial 

on Federal Disaster Damage Regulations 408
CA95.5.43: Response to Synodical Memorial 

on Worship Resources 409
CA95.5.44: Response to Synodical Memorial 

on Family Farms 411
CA95.5.45: Response to Synodical Memorial 

on Roster Language 412
CA95.5.46: Response to Synodical Memorial on Foundation Endowment for Evangelism 413
CA95.5.47: Response to Synodical Memorials on Health-Insurance Coverage of Abortions 415
CA95.5.48: Response to Synodical Memorials on Future Churchwide Studies or Emphases 426
CA95.6.49: “Mission Support Alternative 

Formula and Process” 443
CA95.6.50: Response to Synodical Memorial 

on Welcoming Gay and Lesbian People  463
CA95.6.51: 1996-1997 Budget Proposals, 

Adoption of 465
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CA95.6.52: Motion Defeated Triennial Churchwide Assemblies 474
CA95.6.53: Offering for Special Needs 

Retirement Fund; and 
Commendation of Board of Pensions 484

CA95.6.54: Elections to Church Council, 
Churchwide Boards, and Committees 565

CA95.6.55: Final Report of the Study of Theological Education 573
CA95.6.56: Election of Editor of The Lutheran Magazine 579
CA95.6.57: “Urban Initiative” Received; and Report of Implementation Requested 583
CA95.6.58: Response to Synodical Memorials 

on Urban Ministry 600
Proposed Reconsideration of 637

CA95.6.59: Response to Synodical Memorials 
on Social Statements (Human Sexuality) 614

CA95.7.60: Elections to Church Council, Churchwide Boards, and Committees 622
CA95.7.61: Amendment of ELCA 10.31.a.9);  S6.03.a.4);  S8.12.d. 628
CA95.7.62: Violence against Women 634
CA95.7.63: Response to Synodical Memorial 

on Aid to Cuba 642
CA95.7.64: Amendment of C13.04. (Mutual Ministry Committee) 645
CA95.7.65: Amendment of C13.04. (Deletion 

of Limitation of Service of Mutual 
Ministry Committee Members) 647

CA95.7.66: Africa Development Foundation; Development Fund for Africa 651
CA95.7.67: U.S. Election Campaign Finance Reform 655
CA95.7.68: Not Adopted—Religious 

Coalition for Reproductive Choice 659
proposed reconsideration of 675

CA95.7.69: Use of Inclusive Geographical 
Maps 662

CA95.7.70: Association of Lutherans of 
Arab and Middle Eastern Heritage 664

CA95.7.71: Study of Human Sexuality; 
Referral to Division for Church in Society 670

CA95.7.72: Motion G: Study of Human 
Sexuality 674

CA95.7.73: Study of Human Sexuality 679
CA95.7.74: First United and St. Francis 

Lutheran Churches, Sierra Pacific Synod 690
CA95.7.75: Adoption of Motions S, T, U, V, 

and W 690
CA95.7.76: Acclamation of 

Bishop Herbert W. Chilstrom 690
CA95.7.77: Acclamation of 

Vice President Kathy J. Magnus 691
CA95.7.78: Acclamation of 

Secretary Lowell G. Almen 692
CA95.7.79: Acclamation of 
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Treasurer Richard L. McAuliffe 693
CA95.7.80: A General Thanksgiving 693

Index
1991 Churchwide Assembly 88
1995 Churchwide Assembly 42, 56
1997 Churchwide Assembly 
announcement of 695
directive requesting report on ministry 

of the baptized CA95.3.12) 256
25th Anniversary of the Ordination of 

Lutheran Women 96

Abortion
CA95.5.47: response to synodical memorial 
on insurance coverage for abortion 415
CA95.7.68: not adopted—Religious 

Coalition for Reproductive Choice, 
proposed reconsideration of 675

CA95.7.68: not adopted—Religious 
Coalition for Reproductive Choice 659

Aetna 406
CA95.5.41: response to synodical 

memorial on expansion of 
Aetna roster 407

Africa Development Foundation; Fund for African Development 648
CA95.7.66: Africa Development Foundation; Fund for African Development 651
African Methodist Episcopal Church 
introduction of ecumenical guests 579
Agenda Committee 
membership of 37
Agriculture
CA95.5.44: response to synodical 
memorial on family farms 411
Aker, George Edwin
Servus Dei Medal presented to 294, 342
Allegheny Synod 
response to synodical memorial on 

representational principles 395, 396
Almen, Secretary Lowell G. 
CA95.4.23: Election of the Rev. Lowell G. Almen as ELCA Secretary 341
CA95.7.78: acclamation of 

Secretary Lowell G. Almen 692
report of the secretary 488
response to election as ELCA secretary 346
American Lutheran Church, The
recognition of former bishops of ELCA 

predecessor churches 103
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recognition of 
Mrs. Fredrik A. (Dagny) Schiotz 355

Americans with Disabilities Act
CA95.4.17: persons with disabilities, 

commitment to reaffirmed 282
Anderson, The Rev. Dennis A.
address by nominees for ELCA bishop 110
Anderson, The Rev. H. George
address by nominees for ELCA bishop 111
CA95.4.13: election as ELCA bishop 265
nominees for ELCA bishop 

respond to questions 163
response to election as ELCA bishop 266
Anniversary of the Ordination of Lutheran Women, 25th 96
Appreciation
CA95.4.19: nominees for the office of 

bishop, appreciation to 291
Arab and Middle Eastern Heritage
Association of Lutherans of 

Arab and Middle Eastern Heritage 662
CA95.7.70: Association of Lutherans of 

Arab and Middle Eastern Heritage 664
Arkansas-Oklahoma Synod 
response to synodical memorials on Guatemala 147
Army
see U.S. Army
Assembly Actions
see List of Assembly Actions at head of this section
Associates in Ministry 
additions to roster of ELCA-certified, 

1993-1994 521
CA95.5.36: response to synodical 

memorial on voting privileges for 398
commissioning of (CA95.7.61) 628
removals from roster of ELCA-certified, 

1993-1994 522
statistics, congregational and personnel, 

1989-1994 535
Association of Evangelical Lutheran 

Churches, The
recognition of former bishops of ELCA 

predecessor churches 355
Association of Lutherans of Arab and Middle Eastern Heritage 662
Audit
see Financial Statements 176

Baptism
sacramental practices statement, report 
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on 449
see also Worship
Bible Study 93
Bibles
presentation of NRSV bibles 578
Bishop of This Church
see ELCA Bishop
Bishops, ELCA Synodical
acknowledgment of retiring synodical 

bishops 356
see also Women Bishops
Bishops of ELCA Predecessor Churches 
Crumley, The Rev. James R. 322
Herzfeld, The Rev. Will L. 355
Marshall, The Rev. Robert J. 353
Preus, The Rev. David W. 103
recognition of 

Mrs. Fredrik A. (Dagny) Schiotz 355
Board of Pensions 403, 482, 484
CA95.5.39: response to synodical memorial 

on equalized health-care expense 403
CA95.5.40: response to synodical memorial 

on marriage-counseling coverage 405
CA95.5.41: response to synodical memorial 

on expansion of Aetna roster 407
CA95.5.47: response to synodical memorial 

on insurance coverage for abortion 415
CA95.6.53: commendation of 

Board of Pensions 484
CA95.6.53: offering for Special Needs 

Retirement Fund 484
CA95.6.54: elections to Church Council, churchwide boards, and committees 566
CA95.7.60: elections to Church Council, churchwide boards, and committees 623
introduction of president and board 

chair 482
Budget
Budget Proposal 14, 60, 61
Budget Proposal, 1996-1997 463
CA95.5.38: response to synodical 

memorial on budget and staffing of 
churchwide units 401

CA95.6.51: 1996-1997 budget proposals, 
adoption of 465

deadline for submission of proposed 
amendments 14

first reading 60
“Mission Support Alternative Formula 

and Process” 441
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presentation by executive for 
administration 61

Cabinet of Executives
CA95.7.69: use of inclusive geographical 

maps 662
Calendar of Commemorations
CA95.5.34: response to synodical memorial 

on calendar of commemorations 388
Campaign Finance Reform
CA95.7.67: U.S. election campaign 

finance reform 655
Candidacy Process
CA95.5.27: response to synodical memorial 

on the candidacy process 379
Central America
synodical memorial on 

U.S. Army School of the Americas 144
synodical memorials on Guatemala 147
Central States Synod
response to synodical memorials on 

interim ministry 68
response to synodical memorials on 

social statements (human sexuality) 604
response to synodical memorials on 

urban ministry 587
response to synodical memorials on urban ministry, proposed reconsideration of 637
Chaplains, Military
greetings from 621
Chilstrom, Bishop Herbert W.
CA95.7.76: acclamation of 

Bishop Herbert W. Chilstrom 690
presentation of Servus Dei Medal to 91
presentations to 52
report of 41
Church Council
CA95.6.54: elections to church council, churchwide boards, and committees 565
CA95.7.60: elections to church council, churchwide boards, and committees 622
report of 55
Church Council, Churchwide Boards, 

and Committees
CA95.6.54: Elections to Church Council, Churchwide Boards, and Committees 565
CA95.7.60: Elections to Church Council, Churchwide Boards, and Committees 622
Churchwide Assemblies, Triennial 466
CA95.6.52: Motion Defeated Triennial Churchwide Assemblies 474
recommendation of the 

Church Council for 467
Churchwide Studies or Emphases
CA95.5.48: response to synodical 
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memorials on future churchwide 
studies or emphases 418

Clergy
see Ordained Ministers
Commemorations
CA95.5.34: response to synodical memorial 

on calendar of commemorations 388
Commission for Multicultural Ministries
board chairs and executive directors, 

introduction of 329
CA95.2.4: response to synodical 

memorials on HIV/AIDS 89
CA95.3.5: response to synodical 

memorials on extremist groups 144
CA95.7.70: Association of Lutherans of 

Arab and Middle Eastern Heritage 664
Commission for Women 
board chairs and executive directors, 

introduction of 329
CA95.2.4: response to synodical 

memorials on HIV/AIDS 89
Commissioning
CA95.7.61: Amendment of ELCA 

10.31.a.9); †S6.03.a.4);  †S8.12.d. 628
Committee of Reference and Counsel
see Reference and Counsel Committee
Committee on Appeals
CA95.6.54: Elections to Church Council, Churchwide Boards, and Committees 566
Committee on Discipline 623
CA95.6.54: Elections to Church Council, Churchwide Boards, and Committees 567
CA95.7.60: Elections to Church Council, Churchwide Boards, and Committees 623
Committees of the Churchwide Assembly 35
Agenda Committee 37
Committee of Reference and Counsel 36, 711
Credentials Committee 36
Elections Committee 36
Local Arrangements Committee 37
Memorials Committee 36, 711
Minutes Committee 36
Nominating Committee 36, 711
Staff Planning Committee 37
Worship Committee 37
Conference of Bishops 
CA95.2.3:  response to synodical 

memorials on interim ministry 75
CA95.3.8: synodical memorial on 

women bishops; women as 
advisory members declined 156
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CA95.5.31: response to synodical memorial 
on changes to the discipline process 386

CA95.7.73: Study of Human Sexuality 679
Congregations
CA95.5.37: response to synodical 

memorial on amendment of Model Constitution for Congregations 399
received, consolidated, disbanded, 

merged, or withdrawn, 1993-1994 527
statistics, 1992 and 1993 compared 536, 546
statistics, 1993 and 1994 compared 537
statistics, congregational and personnel, 

1989-1994 533
Congregations, Discipline of
CA95.5.29: response to synodical 

memorial on discipline 381
CA95.7.74: First United and St. Francis Lutheran Churches, 

Sierra Pacific Synod 690
Consecration 
CA95.7.61: Amendment of 

ELCA 10.31.a.9);  †S6.03.a.4);  †S8.12.d. 628
Constitution for Synods
addition of  †S6.03.a.4) 623
addition of  †S8.12.d. 623
Constitutions, Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutions
addition of  †S6.03.a.4) 623
addition of  †S8.12.d. 623
amendment of ELCA 10.31.a.9) 623
C13.04.: proposed amendment 

of 629, 637, 644, 645, 647
CA95.4.15: amendments to 277
CA95.4.16: amendments to 278
CA95.4.21: amendments to 

ELCA governing documents 
implementing Study of Ministry 298

CA95.4.22: misc. amendments to 
Constitutions, Bylaws, and 
Continuing Resolutions 299

CA95.6.52: motion defeated—
triennial churchwide assemblies 468

CA95.7.64: amendment of C13.04. (Mutual Ministry Committee) 645
deadline for submission of emendations to proposed amendments 13
Model Constitution for Congregations 645
representational principles 269, 275
Study of Ministry, implementing 

amendments 297
Credentials Committee
Exhibit A: Members of the Churchwide Assembly 697
determination of a quorum 11
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membership of 36
report of 11, 35, 41, 91, 105, 159, 252, 257, 619
roll of assembly members 35
Crumley, The Rev. James R.
recognition of former bishops of 
ELCA predecessor churches 322
Cuba
CA95.7.63: response to synodical 

memorial on aid to Cuba 642, 644

Deaconesses
additions to roster of, 1993-1994 527
CA95.7.61: consecration of 628
removals from roster of, 1993-1994 527
statistics, congregational and 

personnel, 1989-1994 536, 546
Delaware-Maryland Synod 
response to synodical memorial 

on foundation endowment 
for evangelism 412, 413

response to synodical memorials on 
interim ministry 73

response to synodical memorial on 
representational principles 396

Dental Insurance Coverage 402, 403, 406, 413
Department for Communication 
CA95.6.55: Final Report of the Study of Theological Education 574
commendation of 488
department directors, introduction of 329
Department for Ecumenical Affairs 
department directors, introduction of 329
Department for Human Resources 
department directors, introduction of 329
Department for Research and Evaluation 
department directors, introduction of 329
Development Fund for Africa 
CA95.7.66: Africa Development 

Foundation 651
Diaconal Ministers 
CA95.7.61: consecration of 628
Disaster Damage Regulations
CA95.5.42: response to synodical 

memorial on Federal Disaster 
Damage Regulations 408

Disabilities, Persons with 
Americans with Disabilities Act 281
CA95.4.17: persons with disabilities, 

commitment to reaffirmed 282
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Lutheran Youth Organization,
recommendations from 281

Discipline 379-383, 386, 623, 690
CA95.5.29: response to synodical 

memorial on 
discipline of congregations 382

CA95.5.30: response to synodical 
memorial on removal of a pastor 383

response to synodical memorial 
on proposed changes in the 
discipline process 386

response to synodical memorial on 
discipline 380, 381

see also Committee on Discipline
Discipline of Congregations
CA95.7.74: First United and St. Francis Lutheran Churches, 

Sierra Pacific Synod 690
Division for Church in Society 
board chairs and executive directors, 

introductions 290
CA95.2.4: response to synodical 

memorials on HIV/AIDS 89
CA95.3.5: response to synodical 

memorials on extremist groups 144
CA95.3.10: referral on Habitat for Humanity International, covenant 252
CA95.5.24: referral on 

social statement on peace 358
CA95.5.42: response to synodical 

memorial on Federal Disaster 
Damage Regulations 408

CA95.6.54: elections to church council, churchwide boards, and committees 566
CA95.6.59: response to synodical 

memorials on social statements 
(human sexuality) 607

CA95.7.60: elections to church council, churchwide boards, and committees 623
CA95.7.71: study of human sexuality; 

referral to Division for 
Church in Society 670

Division for Congregational Ministries 
board chairs and executive directors, 

introductions 290
CA95.2.4: response to synodical 

memorials on HIV/AIDS 88, 89
CA95.3.5: response to synodical 

memorials on extremist groups 144
CA95.3.12: referral on 

ministry of the baptized 255
CA95.4.18: post-high school youth, 
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outreach to 285
CA95.5.24: referral on 

social statement on peace 358
CA95.5.34: response to synodical 

memorial on calendar of 
commemorations 388

CA95.5.43: response to synodical 
memorial on worship resources 409

CA95.6.54: elections to church council, churchwide boards, and committees 566
CA95.7.60: elections to church council, churchwide boards, and committees 622
Division for Global Mission 
board chairs and executive directors, 

introductions 290
CA95.2.4: response to synodical 

memorials on HIV/AIDS 89
CA95.6.54: elections to church council, churchwide boards, and committees 566
CA95.7.60: elections to church council, churchwide boards, and committees 623
CA95.7.63: response to synodical 

memorial on aid to Cuba 643
review of 427
Division for Higher Education and Schools 
board chairs and executive directors, 

introductions 290
CA95.2.4: response to synodical 

memorials on HIV/AIDS 89
CA95.6.54: elections to church council, churchwide boards, and committees 566
CA95.7.60: elections to church council, churchwide boards, and committees 622
Division for Ministry
board chairs and executive directors, 

introductions 290
CA95.2.3:  Response to synodical 

memorials on interim ministry 75
CA95.2.4: response to synodical 

memorials on HIV/AIDS 89
CA95.3.12: referral on 

ministry of the baptized 255
CA95.5.27: response to synodical 

memorial on the candidacy process 379
CA95.6.54: elections to church council, churchwide boards, and committees 566
CA95.6.55: final report of the Study of Theological Education 569
CA95.7.60: elections to church council, churchwide boards, and committees 622
ministry of the baptized, report on 254
Study of Ministry, report on the 310
Study of Theological Education, 

report on 330
Division for Outreach 390
board chairs and executive directors, 

introductions 290
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CA95.5.35: response to synodical 
memorial on Synodically Authorized Worshiping Communities 390

CA95.6.54: elections to church council, churchwide boards, and committees 566
CA95.6.58: response to synodical 

memorials on urban ministry 600
CA95.7.60: elections to church council, churchwide boards, and committees 622
East-Central Synod of Wisconsin 
response to synodical memorials on 

interim ministry 69
Eastern North Dakota Synod 
response to synodical memorials on 

social statements (human sexuality) 602
CA95.6.58: response to synodical 

memorials on urban ministry 600
response to synodical memorials on urban ministry, proposed reconsideration of 637
East-Central Synod of Wisconsin
response to synodical memorials on 

interim ministry 69
Ecumenical Greetings and Introductions 447
African Methodist Episcopal Church 579
Episcopal Church in the U.S.A., The 448
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 289
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Sierra Leone 291
greetings from ecumenical guests 556
Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod, The 345
National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the U.S.A. 576
Orthodox Church in America 579
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 448
Reformed Church in America 547
Roman Catholic Church 558
United Church of Christ 557
United Methodist Church 579
World Council of Churches 575
Ecumenical Matters 
report on 560, 564
see also Department for Ecumenical Affairs
ELCA Bishop
address to the 

1995 Churchwide Assembly (text) 42
CA95.4.19: nominees for the office of 

bishop, appreciation to 291
CA95.5.44: response to synodical 

memorial on family farms 411
CA95.5.48: response to synodical 

memorials on future churchwide 
studies or emphases 418
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CA95.7.73: Study of Human Sexuality 679
CA95.7.76: acclamation of 

Bishop Herbert W. Chilstrom 690
presentations to 

Bishop Herbert W. Chilstrom 52
report of 41
see also Elections
ELCA Foundation 
CA95.5.46: response to synodical 

memorial on foundation 
endowment for evangelism 413

greetings from 485
ELCA Secretary 341, 488
CA95.4.23: election of ELCA secretary 341
CA95.5.45: response to synodical 

memorial on roster language 412
CA95.5.48: response to synodical 

memorials on future churchwide 
studies or emphases 418

CA95.7.78: acclamation of Secretary 
Lowell G. Almen 692

report of 488
referral on 

ELCA Special Needs Retirement Fund 482
ELCA Treasurer 175
CA95.7.79: acclamation of 

Treasurer Richard L. McAuliffe 693
report of 175
ELCA Vice President
address to the 

1995 Churchwide Assembly (text) 56
CA95.4.20: election of 

ELCA vice president 296
CA95.7.77: acclamation of 

Vice President Kathy J. Magnus 691
report of 54
Election Campaign Finance Reform
CA95.7.67: U.S. Election Campaign 

Finance Reform 655
Elections
bishop, addresses by nominees 105
bishop, appreciation to nominees for the 

office of bishop (CA95.4.19) 291
bishop, election of (CA95.4.13) 265
bishop, fifth ballot cast and report of 265
bishop, first ballot cast 39
bishop, fourth ballot cast 252
bishop, nominees respond to questions 160
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bishop, report of first ballot 53
bishop, report of second ballot 95
bishop, report of third ballot 138
bishop, second ballot cast 64
bishop, third ballot cast 137
Church Council, churchwide boards, 

and committees 297
Church Council, churchwide boards, 

and committees, first ballot cast 289
Church Council, churchwide boards, 

and committees, report of first ballot 
(CA95.6.54) 622

Church Council, churchwide boards, 
and committees, report of 
second ballot (CA95.7.60) 622

Church Council, churchwide boards, 
and committees, second ballot cast 567

editor of The Lutheran magazine 579
election process for churchwide officers 12
Elections Committee, Exhibit B: 

Report of the 698
Nominating Committee, report of 90
secretary, election of ELCA (CA95.4.23) 341
secretary, first ballot cast 296
secretary, report of first ballot 331
vice president, election of (CA95.4.20) 296
vice president, first ballot cast 253
vice president, posting of ballot results (CA95.3.11) 254
vice president, report of first ballot 258
vice president, report of second ballot 295
vice president, second ballot cast 279
vice president, third ballot cast 279
Elections Committee 
membership of 36
Exhibit B: Report of the 

Elections Committee 698
Ellwanger, The Rev. Joseph W. Ellwanger
address by nominees for ELCA bishop 107
Emphases
CA95.5.48: response to synodical 

memorials on future churchwide 
studies or emphases 426

Energy Audits
response to synodical memorial on 

energy audits 378
Environmental Concerns 378
CA95.5.26.a: response to synodical 

memorial on care of creation 376
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Episcopal Church in the U.S.A., The 
greetings from 448
Equalized Health-Care Expenses
CA95.5.39: response to synodical 

memorial on equalized 
health-care expense 403

Eucharist 
sacramental practices statement, 

report on 449
see also Worship
Evangelical Church of the 

Lutheran Confession in Cuba
CA95.7.63: response to synodical memorial 

on aid to Cuba 644
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 
greetings from 289
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sierra Leone
greetings from 291
Evangelism 
CA95.5.46: response to synodical 

memorial on foundation 
endowment for evangelism 413

Executive for Administration 
presentation of budget proposal 61
expenses 402, 403
Extremist Groups
synodical memorials on 139

“Faithful Leaders for a Changing World . . .”
CA95.6.55: final report of the 

Study of Theological Education 573
Farms
CA95.5.44: response to synodical 

memorial on family farms 411
Feast of Victory Lutheran Church, Acme, Mich.
stained glass window presented to 343
Federal Disaster Damage Regulations
CA95.5.42: Response to synodical 

memorial on Federal Disaster 
Damage Regulations 408

Finance
“Mission Support Alternative 

Formula and Process” 441
see also Budget; ELCA Treasurer
Financial Statements 
ELCA 1992-1993 176
ELCA 1993-1994 177
Mission Investment Fund 1992-1993 217
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Mission Investment Fund 1993-1994 232
First United and St. Francis Lutheran Churches, Sierra Pacific Synod 685
CA95.7.74: First United and St. Francis Lutheran Churches 690
Florida-Bahamas Synod
response to synodical 

memorial on federal disaster 
damage regulations 407, 408

“For Peace in God’s World” 113
text of social statement on peace 359
see also Peace, Social Statement on
Foss, The Rev. Richard J.
address by nominees for ELCA bishop 112
nominees for ELCA bishop respond to 

questions 168
Foundation
see ELCA Foundation
Future Churchwide Studies or Emphases
CA95.5.48: response to synodical 

memorials on future churchwide 
studies or emphases 418

Gay and Lesbian Persons
see Homosexuality
Geographical Maps
CA95.7.69: use of inclusive 

geographical maps 662
Greater Milwaukee Synod
response to synodical memorial on 

urban ministry 591
Grumm, Christine Helen
Servus Dei Medal presented to 293
Guatemala
synodical memorials on 147

Habitat for Humanity International 250, 252
synodical memorial on Habitat 

for Humanity covenant 250
Handicapped Persons
see Disabilities
Hatred
response to synodical memorials on 

extremist groups 139
Health Insurance 
CA95.5.39: response to synodical 

memorial on equalized 
health-care expense 403

CA95.5.40: response to synodical 
memorial on marriage-
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counseling coverage 405
CA95.5.41: response to synodical 

memorial on expansion of Aetna roster 407
Herzfeld, The Rev. Will L. 
recognition of former bishops of 

ELCA predecessor churches 355
Holy Communion
sacramental practices statement, 

report on 449
see also Worship
Homosexuality
CA95.6.50: response to synodical 

memorial on welcoming gay 
and lesbian people 452

CA95.7.72: Motion G: Study of 
Human Sexuality 674

CA95.7.73: Study of Human Sexuality 679
CA95.7.74: First United and St. Francis Lutheran Churches, 

Sierra Pacific Synod 686
Human Rights
CA95.7.62: violence against women 634
CA95.7.68: not adopted—Religious 

Coalition for Reproductive Choice, 
proposed reconsideration of 675

CA95.7.68: not adopted—Religious 
Coalition for Reproductive Choice 659

Motion C: Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice 656
violence against women, 

resolution on 475, 630, 634
see also Peace and Justice Issues

Human Sexuality
CA95.6.59: response to synodical 

memorials on social statements
(human sexuality) 607

CA95.7.68: not adopted—Religious 
Coalition for Reproductive Choice, 
proposed reconsideration of 675

CA95.7.68: not adopted—Religious 
Coalition for Reproductive Choice 659

CA95.7.71: Study of Human Sexuality; 
referral to Division for Church in 
Society 670

CA95.7.72: Motion G: Study of 
Human Sexuality 674

CA95.7.73: Study of Human Sexuality 679
Motion C: Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice 656
Motion F: Study of Human Sexuality 616, 665
Motion G: Study of Human Sexuality 671
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Motion H: Study of Human Sexuality 675
Hunger
see World Hunger Appeal

IHS Studio, Inc., Fredericksburg, Tex.
stained glass window presented to 

Feast of Victory Lutheran Church, 
Acme, Mich. 343

Inclusivity 269
CA95.4.14: resolution on 
ELCA representational principles 275
Indiana-Kentucky Synod 
response to synodical memorial on 

multicultural welcoming video 156
response to synodical memorial 

on roster language 411, 412
response to synodical memorials on urban ministry, proposed reconsideration of 637
response to synodical memorials 

on social statements 
(human sexuality) 605, 606

“Inquiry” Process, Report on the 101, 138
Insurance Coverage
CA95.5.39: response to synodical 

memorial on equalized 
health-care expense 403

CA95.5.40: response to synodical 
memorial on marriage-counseling 
coverage 405

CA95.5.41: response to synodical 
memorial on expansion 
of Aetna roster 407

CA95.5.47: response to synodical 
memorial on insurance 
coverage for abortion 415

Justice
see Peace and Justice Issues; Women
Larson, The Rev. April C. Ulring
address by nominees for ELCA bishop 108
nominees for ELCA bishop 

respond to questions 171
Lay Roster
CA95.5.45: response to synodical 

memorial on roster language 412
see also Office of the Secretary; 

Rosters and Statistics
Lesbian and Gay Persons
see Homosexuality
Liberia, Lutheran Church of
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prayers on behalf of 567
Local Arrangements Committee 
membership and recognition of 37
Lord’s Supper
sacramental practices statement, 

report on 449
see also Worship
Lower Susquehanna Synod  
response to synodical memorial on 

insurance coverage for abortions 414
Lutheran Church in America 
Crumley, The Rev. James R. 328
recognition of former bishops of 

ELCA predecessor churches 353
Lutheran Church of Liberia 567
Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod, The 
greetings from 345
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service
greetings from 348
referral on social statement on peace (CA95.5.24) 358
Lutheran Laity Movement for Stewardship
greetings from 620
Lutheran Men in Mission (LMM)
greetings from 486
Motion I: Promise-Keepers 679
Lutheran Office for Governmental Affairs 
CA95.7.63: response to synodical 

memorial on aid to Cuba 644
CA95.7.67: U.S. election campaign 

finance reform 655
synodical memorials on Guatemala 150
Lutheran Office for World Community 
CA95.7.63: Response to synodical 

memorial on Aid to Cuba 644
Lutheran World Federation
greetings from 350
referral on Social Statement on Peace (CA95.5.24) 358
Lutheran World Relief
greetings from 439
referral on social statement on peace (CA95.5.24) 358
Lutheran Youth Organization
CA95.4.17: persons with disabilities, 

commitment to reaffirmed 282
CA95.4.18: post-high school youth, 

outreach to 285
greetings from 280
presentation by 465
recommendations from 281
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Magnus, Vice President Kathy J.
address to the 

1995 Churchwide Assembly (text) 56
CA95.4.20: election of 

ELCA vice president 296
CA95.7.77: acclamation of 

Vice President Kathy J. Magnus 691
report of 54
Maps
CA95.7.69: use of inclusive 

geographical maps 662
Marriage-Counseling Coverage
CA95.5.40: response to synodical 

memorial on marriage-
counseling coverage 405

McAuliffe, Richard L.
CA95.7.79: acclamation of 

Treasurer Richard L. McAuliffe 693
report of 175
McCoid, The Rev. Donald J.
address by nominees for ELCA bishop 109
Medical-Dental Plan
CA95.5.39: response to synodical 

memorial on equalized 
health-care expense 403

CA95.5.40: response to synodical 
memorial on marriage-
counseling coverage 405

CA95.5.41: response to synodical 
memorial on expansion 
of Aetna roster 407

CA95.5.47: response to synodical 
memorial on insurance 
coverage for abortion 415

Memorials Committee 
membership of 36
report of 65, 139, 250, 374, 452, 586, 637, 660
Memorials, Synodical 
Category 1: Habitat for Humanity 233, 250
Category 2: Guatemala 147
Category 3: HIV/AIDS 75, 88
Category 4: Environment Part 1, 

Care of Creation 374
Category 5: Social Statements 

(Human Sexuality) 600, 660
Category 5: Social Statements (Human Sexuality), 

proposed reconsideration of 660
Category 6: Urban Ministry 586, 637
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Category 6: Urban Ministry, 
proposed reconsideration of 637

Category 7: Candidacy Process 378
Category 8: Interim Ministry 65, 75
Category 9: Discipline Part 1, Proposed Amendment on Disciplinary Action 379
Category 9: Discipline Part 3, 

Removal of a Pastor 382
Category 9: Discipline Part 4, Proposed Changes in the Discipline Procedures 383
Category 10: Women Bishops 151
Category 11: Calendar of 

Commemorations 387
Category 12: Governance Part 1, 

Synodically Authorized 
Worshiping Communities 388

Category 12: Governance Part 2, 
Synodical–Churchwide Relationships 390

Category 12: Governance Part 3, Representational Principles 391
Category 12: Governance Part 4, Voice and Vote for Retired Associates in Ministry 398
Category 12: Governance Part 5, Model Constitution for Congregations 398
Category 13: Budget and Staffing of Churchwide Units 400
Category 14: ELCA Medical Dental Plan, 

Part 3, Policy on Abortion 413
Category 14: ELCA Medical-Dental Plan, 

Part 1, Equalized Health-Care 402
Category 14: ELCA Medical-Dental Plan, 

Part 2, Marriage Counseling 403
Category 14: ELCA Medical-Dental Plan, 

Part 4, Expansion of Aetna 406
Category 15, Part 2: Aid to Cuba 638
Category 15: Advocacy with the U.S. 

Government, Part 3, 
Federal Disaster Damage Regulations 407

Category 15: U.S. Government, Part 1, 
U.S. Army School of the Americas 144

Category 16: Welcoming Gay and Lesbian People 452
Category 17: Worship Resources 409
Category 19: Family Farms 410
Category 19: Multicultural Welcoming 

Video 156
Category 20: Extremist Groups 139
Category 21: Future Churchwide 

Studies or Emphases 416
Category 22: Roster Language 411
Category 23: Foundation 

Endowment for Evangelism 412
Mental Health
CA95.5.40: response to synodical 

memorial on marriage-
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counseling coverage 405
Metropolitan Chicago Synod
response to synodical 

memorial on aid to Cuba 638, 642
response to synodical memorial on budget and staffing of churchwide units 400, 401
response to synodical memorial on 

marriage-counseling coverage 403, 405
response to synodical memorial 

on proposed changes 
in the discipline process 383, 386

response to synodical memorial on 
ELCA representational principles 391

response to synodical 
memorials on urban ministry 589

response to synodical memorials on urban ministry, proposed reconsideration of 637
response to synodical memorials on 

social statements (human sexuality) 605
Metropolitan New York Synod 
response to synodical 

memorials on HIV/AIDS 77
Metropolitan Washington, D.C., Synod
response to synodical 

memorials on Guatemala 147
response to synodical 

memorials on interim ministry 73
response to synodical memorial on 

welcoming gay and lesbian people 464
Middle Eastern Heritage 662
CA95.7.70: Association of Lutherans of 

Arab and Middle Eastern Heritage 664
Military Chaplains 
greetings from 621
Ministry of the Baptized
CA95.3.12: ministry of the baptized, 

report and recommendation on 255
report on 254
Minneapolis Area Synod 
response to synodical memorials 

on future churchwide 
studies or emphases 416, 426

response to synodical memorials 
on urban ministry 586, 637

response to synodical memorials on urban ministry, proposed reconsideration of 637
synodical memorials on women bishops 151
Minutes Committee
membership of 36
Mission Investment Fund 197, 216
Financial Statements 1992-1993 217
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Financial Statements 1993-1994 232
Mission Prayers 266, 285, 564, 579

Exhibit C: Mission Prayers (texts) 714
“Mission Support—Alternative Formula and Process” 
presentation on 441
received and approved (CA95.6.49) 443
text of 443
Model Constitution for Congregations
CA95.5.37: response to synodical 

memorial on amendment of 
Model Constitution for Congregations 399
CA95.7.63: Response to synodical 

memorial on aid to Cuba 645
CA95.7.65: amendment of C13.04. 

(Mutual Ministry Committee) 647
proposed amendment of 

C13.04. 629, 637, 644, 645, 647
Montana Synod 
response to synodical 

memorials on extremist groups 139
Multicultural Concerns 269
CA95.4.14: resolution ELCA 

representational principles 275
Multicultural Welcoming Video
response to synodical memorial on 156
Mutual Ministry Committee 
CA95.7.64: amendment of C13.04. 

(Mutual Ministry Committee) 645
CA95.7.65: Amendment of C13.04. 

(Mutual Ministry Committee) 647
proposed amendment of 

C13.04. 629, 637, 644, 645, 647

National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A.

greetings from 576
National Youth Gathering
video 285
New England Synod 
response to synodical memorial on 

calendar of commemorations 387
response to synodical memorials 

on future churchwide 
studies or emphases 417

response to synodical memorials on HIV/AIDS 76
response to synodical memorials on 

interim ministry 71
New Jersey Synod 
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response to synodical memorial on 
expansion of Aetna roster 406, 407

response to synodical memorials on 
urban ministry 594

response to synodical memorials on HIV/AIDS 75
response to synodical memorials on 

interim ministry 70
Nominating Committee 36, 90
CA95.6.54: elections to Church Council, churchwide boards, and committees 566
CA95.7.60: elections to Church Council, churchwide boards, and committees 623
membership of 36
report of 90
Nominations and Elections 
churchwide officers, election process for 12
deadline for submission of nominations 12
see also Elections
Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana Synod 
response to synodical memorial on 

removal of a pastor 382
Northeastern Iowa Synod 
response to synodical memorial on 

synodical–churchwide relationship 390
response to synodical memorials 

on urban ministry, 
proposed reconsideration of 637

response to synodical memorials on 
social statements (human sexuality) 605

Northeastern Minnesota Synod 
response to synodical memorial on 

U.S. Army School of the Americas 144
response to synodical memorials on 

interim ministry 66
Northeastern Ohio Synod 
response to synodical memorials 

on future churchwide 
studies or emphases 417

response to synodical memorials on 
interim ministry 70

Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod 
response to synodical memorials on HIV/AIDS 78
response to synodical memorials on 

interim ministry 71
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin 
response to synodical memorial on 

ELCA representational principles 393
response to synodical memorials on 

interim ministry 68
Northwest Washington Synod 
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response to synodical memorial on 
voting privileges for retired, rostered laypersons 398

response to synodical memorial on 
worship resources 409
Northwestern Ohio Synod 
response to synodical memorial on 

insurance coverage for abortions 414
Northwestern Pennsylvania Synod
response to synodical memorials on 

extremist groups 140
response to synodical memorials on 

interim ministry 72
response to synodical memorial on 

ELCA representational principles 395

Office of the Secretary 
associates in ministry, additions to 

roster of ELCA-certified, 1993-1994 521
associates in ministry, removals from 

roster of ELCA-certified, 1993-1994 522
congregations received, consolidated, 

disbanded, merged, or withdrawn 527
deaconesses, additions to roster of, 

1993-1994 527
deaconesses, removals from roster of, 

1993-1994 527
ordained ministers, additions to 

roster of, 1993-1994 494
ordained ministers, removals from 

roster of, 1993-1994 509
report of the secretary 488
statistics, 1989-1994 533
statistics, 1992 and 1993 compared 536, 546
statistics, 1993 and 1994 compared 537
statistics, congregational and personnel, 

1989-1994 533
Officers, ELCA Corporate
election process for 12
Ordained Ministers 
additions to roster of, 1993-1994 494
removals from roster of, 1993-1994 509
statistics, congregational and personnel, 

1989-1994 534
Order of Business 38
CA95.1.2: approval of Order of Business 39
Ordination of Lutheran Women, 

25th Anniversary of the 96
Orthodox Church of America 
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introduction of ecumenical guests 579
Outreach
CA95.5.46: response to synodical 

memorial on foundation endowment 
for evangelism 413

see also Division for Outreach

Parliamentarian
introduction of 37
Peace and Justice Issues 
memorial on U.S. Army School of the Americas 144
synodical memorials on Guatemala 147
Peace, Social Statement on 356
amendment of proposed 265
CA95.5.24: social statement on peace, 

adoption of 357, 358
deadline for submission of proposed 

amendments to 13
first presentation 113
“For Peace in God’s World,” text of 359
recommendation of Church Council 115
text of proposed document 114
Pension 
see  Board of Pensions; 

Special Needs Retirement Fund
Planning, Churchwide
“Inquiry” Process, Report on the 101, 138
Post High-School Youth 
CA95.4.18: post-high school youth, 

outreach to 285
Lutheran Youth Organization,

recommendation on 282
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
greetings from 448
Promise-Keepers 679
Proportionate Share

see Mission Support
Publishing House of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America 
board chair and acting president, 

introduction of 329
CA95.6.54: elections to church council, churchwide boards, and committees 566
CA95.7.60: elections to church council, churchwide boards, and committees 623
presentation of NRSV bibles 578

Quilt Project 428
Quorum
determination of 11
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Quotas
see Representational Principles

Reference and Counsel Committee
membership of 36
Motion A: Africa Development Foundation/Fund 648
Motion B: U.S. Election Campaign 

Finance Reform 652
Motion C: Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice 656, 675
Motion D: Use of Inclusive 

Geographical Maps 662
Motions D-W, en bloc referral 

to Church Council defeated 661
Motion E: Association of Lutherans of 

Arab and Middle Eastern Heritage 662
Motion F: Study of 

Human Sexuality 616, 665
Motion G: Study of Human Sexuality 671
Motion H: Study of Human Sexuality 675
Motion I: ELCA Lutheran Men in 

Mission and Promise-Keepers 679
Motion J: Minutes of the Churchwide Assembly (unfinished business 

referred to Church Council)
Motion K: Amendment of C13.04. 645
Motion L: Title of ELCA Bishop 

(unfinished business 
referred to Church Council)

Motion M: First United and St. Francis Lutheran Churches, 
Sierra Pacific Synod 680

Motion N: Proposed New Bylaw 9.21.02.
on Ordination and Service of 
Homosexual Persons (unfinished 
business referred to Church Council)

Motion O: Vision for Mission Funding of 
50 Additional Missionaries (unfinished 
business referred to Church Council)

Motion P: Reduction in Size of Division Boards to Nine Members (unfinished 
business referred to Church Council)

Motion Q: Inclusion of Implementing Resolutions in Future Social Statements (unfinished business referred
to 

Church Council)
Motion R: Equalized Pensions (unfinished business referred to Church Council)
Motion S: Acclamation of 

Bishop Herbert W. Chilstrom 690
Motion T: Acclamation of 

Vice President Kathy J. Magnus 691
Motion U: Acclamation of 

Secretary Lowell G. Almen 692
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Motion V: Acclamation of 
Treasurer Richard L. McAuliffe 693

Motion W: A General Thanksgiving 693
report of 647
(see also Committee of 

Reference and Counsel)
Reformed Church in America 
greetings from 547
Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice 656
CA95.7.68: not adopted—Religious 

Coalition for Reproductive Choice, 
proposed reconsideration of 675

CA95.7.68: not adopted—Religious 
Coalition for Reproductive Choice 659

Removal of a Pastor
response to synodical memorial on 

removal of a pastor 383
Representational Principles 269
CA95.4.14: Resolution on 

ELCA Representational Principles 275
CA95.5.35: response to synodical 

memorials on ELCA 
representational principles 397

Reproductive Choice
CA95.7.68: not adopted—Religious 

Coalition for Reproductive Choice, 
proposed reconsideration of 675

CA95.7.68: not adopted—Religious 
Coalition for Reproductive Choice 659

Retired Associates in Ministry
CA95.5.36: response to synodical 

memorial on voting privileges for 398
Retirement Fund, Special Needs 482
CA95.6.53: offering for Special Needs Retirement Fund 484
Retirements
acknowledgment of 

retiring synodical bishops 356
Rocky Mountain Synod
synodical memorial on 

Habitat for Humanity covenant 250
Roll
Exhibit A: Members of the 

Churchwide Assembly 697
Roman Catholic Church
greetings from 558
Roster Language
CA95.5.45: Response to synodical 

memorial on Roster Language 412
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Rosters and Statistics
associates in ministry, additions to 

roster of ELCA-certified, 1993-1994 521
associates in ministry, removals 

from roster of ELCA-certified, 
1993-1994 522

congregations received, consolidated, 
disbanded, merged, or withdrawn 527

deaconesses, additions to 
roster of, 1993-1994 527

deaconesses, removals from 
roster of, 1993-1994 527

ordained ministers, additions to 
roster of, 1993-1994 494

ordained ministers, removals from 
roster of, 1993-1994 509

report of the secretary 488
statistics, 1989-1994 533
statistics, 1992 and 1993 compared 536, 546
statistics, 1993 and 1994 compared 537
statistics, congregational and 

personnel, 1989-1994 533
Rules of Organization and Procedure 12
CA95.1.1: adoption of 

Rules of Organization and Procedure 14
Rural Concerns
CA95.5.44: response to synodical 

memorial on family farms 411
Sacramental Practices Statement 
report on 449
Saint Paul Area Synod 
response to synodical memorial on 

equalized health-care expenses 402
response to synodical memorials on 

interim ministry 67
synodical memorials on women bishops 151
Schiotz, Mrs. Fredrik A. (Dagny) 
recognition of former bishops of 

ELCA predecessor churches 355
Seminaries
see Study of Theological Education 573
Servus Dei Medal 
Aker, George Edwin, 

presentation to 294, 342
Chilstrom, Bishop Herbert W., 

presentation to 91
Grumm, Christine Helen, 

presentation to 293
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Sexuality
see Human Sexuality
Sierra Pacific Synod
CA95.7.74: First United and St. Francis Lutheran Churches 685-690
response to synodical memorial on 

discipline 379, 381
response to synodical memorials on urban ministry, proposed reconsideration of 637
response to synodical memorials on social statements (human sexuality) 600, 660
Social Statements 614
response to synodical memorials on 

social statements (human sexuality) 600, 660
review of process for development of 614
social statement on peace 113
South Dakota Synod 
response to synodical memorial on 

family farms 410, 411
response to synodical memorials 

on urban ministry, 
proposed reconsideration of 637

response to synodical memorials on 
social statement (human sexuality) 603

Southeast Michigan Synod 
response to synodical memorial 

on the candidacy process 378, 379, 381
Southeastern Iowa Synod 
response to synodical memorial on 

insurance coverage for abortions 413, 415
Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod 
response to synodical memorial on 

welcoming gay and lesbian people 452
response to synodical memorials on HIV/AIDS 79
Southeastern Synod 
response to synodical memorial on 

calendar of commemorations 387
Southwestern Minnesota Synod 
response to synodical 

memorial on discipline 381
Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 
response to synodical memorials on urban ministry, proposed reconsideration of 637
response to synodical memorials on 

social statement (human sexuality) 606
Southwestern Washington Synod 
response to synodical 

memorials on interim ministry 65, 75
Special Needs Retirement Fund 482
CA95.6.53: offering for Special 

Needs Retirement Fund 484
St. Francis and First United Lutheran 
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Churches, Sierra Pacific Synod 685
CA95.7.74: First United and St. Francis Lutheran Churches 690
Staff Planning Committee
membership of 37
Staffing of Churchwide Units
CA95.5.38: response to synodical 

memorial on budget and 
staffing of churchwide units 401

Stained Glass Window
presented to Feast of Victory 

Lutheran Church, Acme, Mich. 343
Statistics
see Rosters and Statistics
Studies
CA95.5.48: response to synodical 

memorials on future churchwide 
studies or emphases 426

Study of Human Sexuality 671
CA95.7.72: Motion G: Study of 

Human Sexuality 674
CA95.7.73: Motion H: Study of 

Human Sexuality 679
see also Human Sexuality
Study of Ministry
CA95.4.21: amendments to 

ELCA governing documents 
implementing the Study of Ministry 298

report on 321
Study of Theological Education 
CA95.6.55: final report of the 

Study of Theological Education 569
final report of 568
report on 330
Synodical–Churchwide Relationships
CA95.5.34: response to synodical 

memorial on synodical–
churchwide relationships 391

The Lutheran 
CA95.6.56: election of editor of 

The Lutheran magazine 579
Theological Education, Study of 568, 573
report on 330
Tiede, The Rev. David L. 
address by nominees for ELCA bishop 106
Treasurer
see ELCA Treasurer
Trexler, Rev. Edgar R.
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CA95.6.56: election of editor of 
The Lutheran Magazine 579

Triennial Churchwide Assemblies 466
CA95.6.52: motion defeated—triennial 

churchwide assemblies 468
recommendation of the Church Council 467
U.S. Army School of the Americas
synodical memorials on 144
U.S. Election Campaign Finance Reform 652
CA95.7.67: U.S. election campaign 

finance reform 655
U.S. Government
CA95.5.42: response to synodical 

memorial on Federal Disaster 
Damage Regulations 408

U.S. Government, Part 1, 
U.S. Army School of the Americas

Americans with Disabilities Act 281
referral on social statement on peace (CA95.5.24) 359
synodical memorials on 144
United Church of Christ
greetings from 557
United Methodist Church 
introduction of ecumenical guests 579
Upsala College 
recognition of 342
Urban Initiative 580
CA95.6.57: “Urban Initiative” received; and report of implementation requested 583
text of report 583
Urban Ministry
CA95.6.58: response to synodical 

memorials on urban ministry 600
response to synodical memorials on 

urban ministry 586, 637
response to synodical memorials on 

urban ministry, reconsideration of 637

Vice President
see ELCA Vice President

Video
National Youth Gathering 285
synodical memorial on 

multicultural welcoming video 156
Violence against Women, 

Resolution on 475, 630
CA95.7.62: violence against women 634
Vision for Mission Fund 
CA95.5.46: response to synodical 
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memorial on foundation 
endowment for evangelism 413

Voting Privileges for 
Retired Associates in Ministry

CA95.5.36: response to synodical 
memorial on 398

West Virginia-Western Maryland Synod 
response to memorial on proposed 

changes in the discipline process 384
Western Iowa Synod 
response to synodical memorial 

on synodically authorized 
worshiping communities 388

response to synodical memorial on 
energy audits 376

Western North Dakota Synod 
response to synodical memorials on urban ministry, proposed reconsideration of 637
response to synodical memorials on 

social statement (human sexuality) 601
Window, Stained Glass 
presented to Feast of Victory Lutheran Church, Acme, Mich. 343
Women
CA95.7.62: violence against women 634
CA95.7.68: not adopted—Religious 

Coalition for Reproductive Choice, 
proposed reconsideration of 675

CA95.7.68: not adopted—Religious 
Coalition for Reproductive Choice 659

Motion C: Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice 656
resolution on violence against 475, 630
Women Bishops
synodical memorials on women bishops 151
CA95.3.8: women as advisory members 

of Conference of Bishops declined 156
Women of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
greetings from 481
Women, 25th Anniversary of the 

Ordination of Lutheran 96
statistics, congregational and 

personnel, 1989-1994 534
World Council of Churches 359, 575
greetings from 575
referral on social statement on 

peace (CA95.5.24) 359
World Hunger Appeal 
presentation on 438
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referral on social statement on 
peace (CA95.5.24) 358

World Hunger Program
see World Hunger Appeal 

Worship Committee, 
1995 Churchwide Assembly

membership of 37
Worship Concerns
CA95.5.34: response to synodical 

memorial on calendar 
of commemorations 388

sacramental practices statement, 
report on 449

Worship Resources
CA95.5.43: response to synodical 

memorial on worship resources 409
Worshiping Communities
CA95.5.35: response to synodical 

memorial on Synodically Authorized Worshiping Communities 390

Youth
CA95.4.18: outreach to post-high 

school youth 285
Lutheran Youth Organization, 

greetings from 280, 281
Lutheran Youth Organization, 

presentation by 465
Lutheran Youth Organization 

recommendation on post 
high-school youth 282


