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C ounter pow er agamst exclusion -C onference
forthe Study and D evelopm ent of D lmconia

D Jaconia Polytechnic, Joensuu U niversity, H elsinki U niversity and Church Training College
(Seurmkuntaopisto) have pined forces fora Septem ber25-27, 2006 conference in Jarvenpds,
Finland focusing on diaconia. The conference w il also celebrate the tenth anniversary of D i-
aconia Polytechnic. The ain is to offera fonm for ntemational research netw orking .

Th the conference there w il also be them atic sessions and one open sem Tnar. Papers can focus
on research results and also on new proectplans, research and developm ents, etc. Preferably
send proposals forpaperbefore A pril 1stto: annem aatta@ diak fi. A coepted proposalsw illbe
Inform ed in A pril. Som e of the them es of w orking sem ars nclude: em exgency aid & advo-
cacy for the poor;, diaconia In civil society, selfundersanding of ntemational diaconia, spiritu-
ality and counseling, theology of diaconia, m igration and w orking w ith other faiths, diaconia
and s hisorical roots.

Those planning the conference are excited t© have thisbe an intemational conference. A tthis
pontIn tim e N ancy G able isw riting a paperproposal to subm itand plans to attend the confer-
ence asan ELCA diaconalm hiserand representative of Lutheran Theological Sem inary at

G ettysburg . The Sem hary is developing a form al education exchange r=lationship w ith the di-
aconal taining program s In the Baltc region Finland, N ow ay, and Sw eden) forboth students
and faculty . K 1IN ordstokke keynote speaker) and Trygve W yller (ntemational advisory
board m em ber) along w ith several conference planners are key partners in the planning of this
em erging relationship.

G able encourages all diaconalm inisters to consider this opportunity for intemational diaconal
m Inistry connections and leaming; and thinks itw illbe an excellent continuing education op-
portunity . Those of you In First C all Theological Education m ight check w ith the appropriate
contactperson to determ ine if attendance m ight fiilfill a requirem ent.

Form ore Inform ation about this sem inar, Jog on to www disk fi/conference2006

VolunteersN eeded

Camp Noah isaprogram of Lutheran Social Services of Camr NOAH
M Innesota and Lutheran D isaster R egponse 1n partmersh o e —
w ith affiliate agencies. Camp N oah is carried out Jocally by hterdenom hational and comm u-
nity planning groups. V olmnteers m ay serve as ndividuals oraspartofaW ork Team .

Forapplication m aterials, foradditional imfom ation orto provide m uch needed financial sup-
portplease contactwww cam pnoah org orcall 1-800-987-0061 .
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D ilaconalm mnisters’ gathering
by M Indy H olland, Leadership Team C orregponding Secretary

Lastautumn, the D JaconalM hisers’ G athering w as held at S im psonw ood R etreat C enterin

N orcross, G eorgia from Thursday, O ctober 13th, through Sunday the 16th. The firstday served
as an optional pre-conference, w hich lmcluded fellow ship, a
service project, w orship, and infomm al conversation. Thirty
D jaconalM higters attended the gathering, asw ell as three
ndividuals w ho are approved butnotyet consecrated.

The form algathering began w ith a panel discussion by our , —
oecialguests: SisterAnne K effer, D irecting D eaconess of D aviil G bverm odelng a prayer shaw 1
the D eaconess Comm unity of the ELCA ,Rev.D ick Bruese-

hoffand Rev.Stan O Ison fiom the V ocation and Education Unitof the ELCA , B ishop Craig
Johnson of the M Tnneapolis A rea Synod, and Rev.D r. John Largen, Pastor to the Sem ary
Comm unity of Lutheran Theological Southem Sem inary. Each reflected on diaconalm histry
and som e of theirhopes fordigkonia in the ELCA 1 the future.

Charles Sm ih, gpproved candiiate

The w eskend’s business m eetings Tnvolved vigorous discussion and the approval of several
proposals, mcluding the affim ation of the continuous line cross as a com m on sym bol forthe D iaconalM inistry Communiy. W e
also elected new m em bers to the Leadership Team . K ris Perry and Tin Freund w ere selected, and they w ill serve w ith Beth
Barkhau and M indy H olland, cunent Leadership Team m em bers. D oug Spiotta w as chosen to serve as the team altemate. Spe-
cial thanks and recognition to Ed K muse, outgoing m em berof the Jeadership team w ho has served faithfully forthe past four
years.

O therw eekend activitdes Included w orship, B ble studies ked by
John Largen, sm allgroup tim e, and fellow ship. B efore ourdepar-
ture on Sunday, prayers of blessing w ere said forN ancy G ablk and
Beth Barkhau, w ho w ere preparing to representour com m uniy n
Brazil forthe Lutheran W orld Federation’s Theological Consulta-
ton on D iskonia.

Tw as a blessing to gather n com m unity and to share stories of

m nistry and service. The quilt that PatG erberhad assem bled fiom
squares subom itted by com m unity m em bers, in reflection of the
gathering them e, "W oven Together In Love,” w as senton to be
used by those affected by hurricanes in the G ulf.

Esther Schm 1it, M thdy H oIbnd, Ed Kruse and Patrich G erber adm ire the D oonal
M histry Communiy Q uit whih was on digply at Sin psonw ood.

M ark your calendar forA pril19-22, 2007 forthe nextgathering.
Spirtof the D esertR etreat Center in C arefiee, A rizona w illle our
host.

G ablk and Barkhau attend consultation on diakonia

N ancy G able and B eth B arkhau attended the Lutheran W orld Federation C onsultation on D Bkonia in Sao Leopoldo, Brazil in
late 2005. The consultation w as organized by the LW F D epartm ent for Theology and Studies O TS) underthe theme, “The D i-
aconalM Tnistry In the Lutheran Church ” Participants cam e from A rgentina, B otsw ana, B 1azil, Canada, E1Salvador, Finland,

G em any, Ihdia, lhdonesia, Japan, Liithuania, M alaysia, N ow ay, Sw eden, United States of Am erica, and Z in babw e. Building
upon the N ovem ber2002 LW F report “Prophetic D iakonia: ‘Forthe H ealing of the W orld’” Johannesburg, South A frica, partici-
pants w orshipped together, heard m ajporpapers on diskonia and brief ntemationalm nistry profiles, exchanged illustrations of
servantm inistry, and celebrated ocurdiverse lives n Christ.

C onsultation continued on page 3

www ekaorgMdiaconain nistry/
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Lord In yourm ercy, hear our prayer

Prayersof concem...

Terd Endres and her fam ily at the death of herm otheron N ovem ber30, 2005.

Forthe fam ily ofR .M ichael M ike) Drew ,DM FE 1999, who died on Novem ber19, 2005.

ForM argaretH ow ell’s father, Lou w ho underw entback surgery in N ovem ber.

Judy B ergeson and herm otherw ho’shealth isdeclining.

Barb M artyn’sm otherw ho had a stroke, follow ed by pneum onia, and isnow In a nursing hom e recovering .
Sue V ogelH entera as she continues to recover from hip replacem ent surgery w ith resultantnerve dam age fiom the surgery .
M keM illerashe continues to m anage hism others care.

Patricia G erber’sm otherw ho broke herhip 1n O ctober.

ForLeslie W hited V ance and her fam ily at the death of herbrotherLarry, N ovem ber21, 2005.
Fordiaconalm Tnistry candidate Charlie Sm ith as he undergoes dialysis forkidney dysfunction.

ForM arj, a friend of Sandra R eback w ho continues to battle cancer.

Prayers of thanksgiving....

Forthe bitth of Am anda Jo Spiota) Svoboda, granddaughterof D oug Spiota.

Lisa H illand her fam ily at the adoption of son, H arold A mm srong W atson H 111, and daughter, G na Lydia W atson H ill.
ForK in Goni, TerriEndres, and JenniferLarson w ho w ere consecrated.

Forthem arriage of Tamm y D evine and M ike Carlgon on N ovem ber27,2005.

D d you know ...

Dawn A litz has acospted a new position atChrist the K Ing Lutheran in B loom ington, M N as the D frectorof Children sand
Fam ily M inistries. H erdiaconal passion is spivitual direction and faith fom ation forall ages, particularly in teaching parents to
continue on their faith jpumey as they pass the faith to theirchildren. She is also w orking on a PhD 1n pastoral care and fam iy
m nistry atLutherSem nary n SaintPaul,M N . W hen w ork and studyng becom e too difficult, she relies on herw onderfiil
fam iy usgband D ave and daughters B rgitand Tabitha) to ram ind herw hat love is all aboutand teach her the healing w onders
of laughter.

Am yH artm an’s diaconalm inistry projecthas been to create the Cherish O ur Children hitdative through herm em bership on the
B ishop 5 Task Force thathas been charged w ith in plem enting the ELCA M essage on Comm ercial Sexual Exploiation. This
Thitdative is a congregation based effort of intentional prayer for children ; education foryoung people, parents, and otheradults n
the congregation ; and relationshipbuilding to stengthen a congregation s comm im ent to attend to the needsofallof God s
children asw ell as dism antle the system of sexual exploiation.

C onsultation contnued from page 2

A copy of the paperw riten forthe LW F global com m union w asposted on the LW F w eb site. Frism eantto be a tool fordiscus-
sion, aw areness, advocacy, and em pow emm ent. It is the hope of allw ho participated in the consultation that the paperw illbe
1ead, shared, discussed, and em braced as a tool o help the LW F global com m union of churches reflect, build up, and enhance the
diaconalm nistry of the baptized everyw here.

TIf you have questions please feel fire to contactN ancy G able atngable@ =g edu B eth B arkhau atbarkhaurbpe@ aolcom . Th
addition if you would lke to view photographs fiom the consultation or leam m ore about the w orld of Lutheran W orld Federa-
ton, visitthe LW F North Am ericaw eb gite www elcaorg/w f) .N ancy and B eth w ere tuly honored to representyou, the D faco-
nalM hisersofthe ELCA atthe consultation and thank you forholding them in prayer!

www ekaorgMdiconain histry/
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A callstory...

by K in Goni,DiconalM hister for PastoralCare

M y callis to Holy Trinity Lutheran In Littleton asD iaconalM inister for Pastoral Care. Tassistw ith w orship, preach occasionally,
teach, w ork w ith the Stepehen M histers, assisting m isters, and eucharistic m nisters of our congregation, and provide pastoral
care in allkinds of settings.

M y husband Jim and I spent10 years in M adagascar (1988-1998) asELCA m issionaries.W e cam e to Colorado because of the
Com panion Synod relationship betw een the Rocky M tSynod and tw o synods I M adagascar. Iw orked atthe Rocky M tSynod
office for five plus years w hile T attended Tliff Schoolof Theology w here Idid aM asters in Specialized M hnisty Pastoral Care.
Then spenta yearas a Chaplain R esidentat StA nthony H ogpital n D enverbefore being called to H oly Trinity and consecrated
on O coberlé6.

Jim and Thave three children. Caroline, 19, isa sophom ore at PLU .M allory, 17, and Peter, 15, are a seniorand sophom ore in
high school.

DO TAC— D Bkonm:m ofthe Am ericas and C arbbean host
conference duly 26,2006

&
OurComm unity isamemberoftheW orld D iskonia.One of ’
these subgroups is D iskonia of the A m ericas and C aritbean
DOTAC).DOTAC isholding a conference nextsum m er. ' DlAKONlA
Beth Barkhau is ourCom m unity representative o DOTAC -
and she w {1 be attending . H ow evey, others from ourComm u- OF THE AMERICAS AND CARIBEEEAN
nity are w eloom e to attend. To quote Beth: "Its an excellent ‘, DAS AMERICAS E ILHAS CARIBENHAS

opportunity o w ak in the ecum enicalw orld of diaconal ser DE LAS AMERICAS Y EL CARIBE
vice !

DOTAC Regional Conferences are held every fouryears, asplanned by the Central Comm ittee. They provide opportunities for
fellow ship, leaming, celebration, and decision m aking . The num berof voting delegates foreach m em berassociation and sister-
hood is determ ned by a ratio of ism em bership.

Since the first conference 1 1968, every efforthasbeen m ade by the m em bers to becom e acquainted w ith one another. The

diaconate 1 each chuxch varies In tem s of its relationship to the denom hational stucture and In types of service .M any de-
nom hationsnow ncludem en, aswellaswom en, in the diaconalm inistry of their churches. Fundam ental to all, is personal
comm im ent to Jesus Christand the decision to articulate this com m im ent through a quality of life and a vocational task re-
goonsive o the needs of persons and society w ithin the life of the church.

Cost— $400 est. (US dollars)— not including hotel room , som e assistance m ay be availbble.

Program includes: Caribbean Culiiral Presentation and Expo, visits to island diaconal progcts. The program  schedule is avail-
able online in PDF fom at. R egistration Fom s com ing soon from M em berA ssociationsand DOTAC W eb Sie.

To leam m ore about this conference, log on to www dotac diakonia-w orld org tonferenceshim 1

“... whatdoes the Lord require ofyou but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and o walk humbly with yourGod.” M icah 6:8

www ekaorgMdiconain histry/




B irthdays C onsecrations Com m unity m ission statem ent

Kin Gonia 10465
2 SmeR:gg JanniferLarson 11,2005 A sa covenanted com m unity, centered n the W ord, grounded 1n the
s Donmumn . biblical call to dizkoniz and brought forth by the ELCA ,we seek
12 AmmM yhe TemE 12/4/05 encourage and supportone another, and partnerw ith others to ad-
14 TammyRade dress the em erging m ission and m nistry needs of the church and our
17 Joyce Freund world.A s called and consecrated diaconalm histers, w e covenantto:
Audey Forbes o Be prayerfully centered and rooted n the W ord

22 PattyLee
27 M agaretH ow ell
29 M mndy Hollend

e Speak the truth In love

® dentify, m entorand assistw ith discemm entand fom ation of
prospective diaconal candidates

® Engage T ongoing spirituial form ation, continuing education and
fom ation designed to stengthen the m ission and m nistry of the
diconate

e Partnerproactively w ith the stuctures of the ELCA |, forthe
purmposes of nterpreting diaconalm mistry and guiding its

February

6 AnneBecka
M ary Lasits
13 LindaFox

16 SherylFaulk A ELICAL LETTHERAN developm ent
Barb Schm itthenner " CHUREH LH AEEea eBe In rhtionship w ith otherdiaconal com m unitdesboth n the
20 LindaDavis ELCA and ecum enically

21 Kin Nelon

23  Jan Johnson
25 M arlyn O lson Irl Context

27 EdKwmse

M arch Through diskonia, the church as a serving comm unity expresses concretely In peoples' everyday

5 CamkeBohn Iives the Indoreaking reign of G od in Christ.. for the community at large or for the church ' sown

7 Letha Tsoell nurturing .. effecting transform ational processes In suctures and In the lives of communities.... The

10 Laure Beckm an- prinary ain isto share w ith allpeople, h concrete ways, the abundant life prom ised by the gospel,
Y etzer w ithoutnecessarily "wocalizing" or verbalizing it in any way. Such services are notm ere charity.

11 JyHehe They ain attransform Ing communites and societies, advocating for justice, and calling for altema-

19 SharonBikes tive sustanable comm unites; thus, they m ustbe results oriented and in pact conscious.

21 Charlie Sm ith
Christy Van O "Linda

26 LibieRenking

31 BabM aryn

— excewts teken from "™ ission in C ontext: Transfom ation, R econciliation, Em pow em ent -An
LW F Contrbution to the Undersanding and Practice of M ission,” availdble at
www Jutheranw orid orgM hat W e DoOM D OM D -Publicationshim 1

Shallw e w ash feet?

The question has been maised . The viation has been brought forw ard. The Lutheran D eaconess A ssociation DA ) ofValpa-
1210 has Invited the ELCA Comm unity ofD iaconalM histers and the D eaconess Com m unity t w ork once again, jointly, in
washing feetat the nextyouth gathering. The ELCA N ational Y outh G athering, C mizando, tekes place July 59 and July 12 -
16™. LDA hasomanized footw ashing stations atprevious youth gatherings, and m ost recently at the 6™ Triennial G athering of
W ELCA in San Antonio thispastsumm er (see http /Ay ww elca orgMAiaconalin nistry/) . Serving atthe footw ashing station not
only brings relief to the w eary but italso gives every servantan opporunity to share the diaconal story .

A re you planning on attending the NY G w ith your church, youth group, as a w orkshop Jeader, speaker, orpresenter? Can you
volunteer to be present forone of the w eeks as a footw asher? W ill you consider serving during an aftermnoon of free tim e?

D o considertaking tim e to volntesrw ith the D eaconess Comm unity of the ELCA ,LDA , and your fellow diaconalm inisters. If
you are Interested in serving orhave questions, please contactD iane M arten, D eaconess at 219-464-6925 orat
D JaneM arten@ valpo edu orBeth Barkhau, D iaconalM inister803-649-4021 orbbarkhau@ bellsouth net.

www ekaorgMdiconain histry/




