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Purpose

The purpose of the Opportunity Scholarships for Lutheran Laywomen is to provide assistance to women studying for a career other than ordained ministry. The specific purpose of the Belmer, Kahler, Vickers/Raup Funds is to assist ELCA women as they prepare for ELCA service abroad, either in general or in health professions.
History

· These funds are from the interest on endowment funds given by LCA (Lutheran Church in America) women to the organization; some date back to UELC (United Evangelical Lutheran Church) women. 
· The average award is between $800 and $1000.

ELIGIBILITY AND GUIDELINES
The applicant must:
· be a citizen of the United States of America. 

· hold membership in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

· be at least 21 years old. 

· have experienced an interruption in education of two or more years since completion of high school.

Additional Scholarship Committee Considerations

· Clearly stated, attainable goals
· Involvement in Women of the ELCA
Recipient Commitment

· Women of the ELCA must be notified in writing of any change in education plans. 

· Scholarship funds must be used within the academic year following the award. 

· Scholarship funds must be returned if the educational program is canceled, or if it is terminated by the recipient’s personal decision. 

· If requested, recipient will be interviewed for Women of the ELCA print and/or electronic media.

Please Note

· Maximum amount awarded to any scholarship recipient is $1,000. 

· Recipient is eligible to reapply and receive assistance for a maximum of two years. 

· Women of the ELCA reserves the right to not award scholarships in any given year.
